
II Timothy 

As we move into the book of II Timothy, it is helpful to understand where Paul is in his ministry when 
this letter is drafted.  Paul has now arrived in Rome and is held in confinement.  This is the end of the 
journey that we read about in the book of Acts.  While this is a message from Paul, some argue that it 
may have been written by his secretary or student and include influences of that person.  Some 
authorities estimate this book to have been written approximately 66 A.D. with Paul’s death occurring 
within a year or two thereafter.  For simplicity, I will identify the writer as Paul.  He states that all have 
abandoned him except Luke, the author of the book of Acts.  Paul is satisfied that he has responded 
to the calling of Jesus and encourages Timothy to not waiver from his calling.  Paul tells him of the 
many who have opposed him, and commands Timothy not to waiver under such attacks.  Paul 
reminds him of the spirit being in Timothy’s grandmother, his mother, and finally in Timothy.  In this 
letter, Paul reminds Timothy that he too has the power of evangelical ministry which he received by 
the laying on of hands by Paul. “In Christianity, the laying on of hands is both a symbolic and formal 
method of invoking the Holy Spirit primarily during baptisms and confirmations, healing services, 
blessings, and ordination of priests, ministers, elders, deacons, and other church officers.” 

Within this book, there are three elements I would like to highlight.  The first comes from chapter 2.   

“Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.   No one serving in the army gets 

entangled in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the enlisting officer,” (2:3-4).  With 

Memorial Day around the corner, I read these words, and reflected upon all of the soldiers who have 
faithfully served in the past and are no longer with us.  This is a time to acknowledge that service.  A 
soldier learns to take instructions, to not be distracted, and to follow through to the satisfaction of the 
one giving the direction, even if it costs his/her life.  Many have died in the service to our country; 
many have died in the service to our Lord Jesus.  Let us take time to appreciate these sacrifices 
made for us.  These sacrifices can clearly be seen in the lives of Paul, Timothy and the Apostles. 

Second, I would confirm the words from last week’s Weekly Message, in which it states, “Suffering 
remains a reality through the ages.”  To assume that because we have received Jesus into our lives, 
we will not suffer, is a false understanding indeed.  Our gift, our celebration comes from the 
knowledge that because of Christ’s sacrifice, we are offered salvation and unrelenting love.  These 
provide us the strength to persevere, the patience and peace of mind to remain calm and faithful in 

times of hardship and loss, and to have hope for the future.  Paul writes, “Remember Jesus Christ, 

raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel, for which I suffer hardship, 

even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. 

Therefore, I endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the 

salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. The saying is sure: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
 if we endure, we will also reign with him; 

if we deny him, he will also deny us; 
 if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself,” (2:8-13). 

Finally, within this book are instructions on how to share the Gospel.  It is an excellent lesson in 

effective communications.  “And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kindly to 

everyone, an apt teacher, patient, correcting opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant 

that they will repent and come to know the truth,” (2:24-25).  Let us walk humbly with our God, 

sharing our understandings with each other gently. 
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