
 

 

THE FAMILY OF GOD 
 
Purpose:  This study is designed to communicate God’s plan for a seeker to be a part of the family of God (the church). After coming to 
faith in Jesus and repenting of sin, the seeker is called to be baptized for the forgiveness of sin. The baptized believer is then added to 
the family of God which is the body or the Church. (1 Corinthians 12:12-13). The brothers and sisters in the church are meant to be a 
continual source of encouragement in our walk as Christians.  We must understand God’s intent for the church and how each of us can 
contribute to its overall impact.  God’s plan from the beginning was always to bring all people into his family, the family of God. 
 
Acts 2:40-47 
After Peter preached the first “gospel sermon” at Pentecost, 3,000 people were baptized bringing together the early church. 
Q:  These new 3,000 converts joined together in devotion to what particular things?  (“…the apostles’ teaching, and to the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread, and to prayer.” ) 
Q:  How would you describe the atmosphere surrounding this fellowship? 
Q:  How does this picture of church life compare with your experience of church life? 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22 
Here the church is spoken of as God’s household or in other words God’s family.  
Q:  What does “family” mean to you?  
The church is the family of God.  The church is a spiritual temple built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, whose teachings 
we find in the Bible, with Jesus as the chief cornerstone.  As the chief cornerstone, Jesus is the perfect stone by which every part of our 
lives as Christians and the church must be shaped.  We must align ourselves with Jesus. 
 
Colossians 1-15-20 
Q:  Who is the head of the church?  (Jesus is the head of the church which is HIS body) 
 
                                                                           HEAD                                                        JESUS  
  
 
                                     
                                                                             BODY                                                      CHURCH 
 
Q:  What is the function or role that the head plays in the body?   
Q:  If a body becomes detached from the head, what happens to that body? 
The church is the body of Christ, the family of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27  
Q:  How does a person become a part of the body of Christ (the church)?  (We enter the body of Christ through baptism) 
Q:  Should anyone who’s a Christian ever say “I don’t need the church” based on v21-27? Why? 
Q:  How do you think you can help build up the body of Christ (the church)? 
 
Ephesians 4:1-6  
Q:  How much effort should go into maintaining unity with the church?  (God loves unity and wants his family to be unified.  Christians 
should make every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the church. Doing so requires humility, patience, gentleness, and 
selflessness.) 
Q:  What things should the church be unified about based on v. 4-6?  (We must maintain unity on the essentials of Christian doctrine – 
one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all) 
 
Hebrews 10:22-25 
After being washed in baptism, we need the continual exhortations of brothers and sisters to stay the course.  The charge is for us to 
“…hold unswervingly to the hope we profess.” and “…consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” 
Q:  In what ways do you think you can help other Christians be about the Christian life? 
Q:  Why is missing meetings of the body described as a bad habit?  
Q:  When are the meetings of the body of Christ (the church)?  (Sunday Worship Services; Midweek Services including Family, Men and 
Women Services, Bible Talks, Devotionals, Retreats, etc…)  
Fellowshipping helps us the be unswerving in our commitment to Christ.  Do not give up meeting together – consistent fellowship 
needs to a a priority in our lives. Begin to rearrange schedule to come to all the meetings of the body.      
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Hebrews 3:12-14  
We are called to embrace “one another” relationship as defined by the scriptures. *See additional “one another” verses below.  
We each have the charge to be involved in each other’s lives and the responsibility to “…see to it that no one has a sinful, unbelieving 
heart that turns away from God.“ 
Q:  How crucial do you think daily encouragement is when it comes to the Christian life? 
Q:  How has the encouragement of other Christians helped you in your fight against sin? 
 
Mark 3:31-35 
Q:  What will it mean for you to be part of Jesus’ family? 
 
Self-assessment questions: 
Q:  Is it clear to you what the church is? 
Q:  Do you have any questions or misunderstandings about the church and how it functions? 
Q:  What will you need to change in your schedule to seek the “Kingdom First” (Living a Family of God First life)? 

 
*Bible passages essential for us to understand and develop healthy relationships with “one another’ as Christians:  
 
 Love one another: John 13:34-35; 15:12, 17; Romans 12:10; 13:8; 14:13; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 

John 3:11, 3:22; 4:8; 23; 4:7, 11-12; 2 John 1: 5  
 Serve one another: Galatians 5:13; 21; Philippians 2:3; 1 Peter 4:9; 5:5  
 Accept one another: Romans 15:7, 14  
 Strengthen one another: Romans 14:19  
 Help one another: Hebrews 3:13; 10:24  
 Encourage one another: Romans 14:19; 15:14; Colossians 3:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Hebrews 3:13; 10:24-25  
 Care for one another: Galatians 6:2 
 Forgive one another: Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13  
 Submit to one another: Ephesians 5:21; 1 Peter 5:5  
 Commit to one another: 1 John 3:16  
 Build trust with one another: 1 John 1:7 
 Be devoted to one another: Romans 12:10 
 Be patient with one another: Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13  
 Be interested in one another: Philippians 2:4 
 Be accountable to one another: Ephesians 5:21  
 Confess to one another: James 5:16 
 Live in harmony with one another: Romans 12:16  
 Do not be conceited to one another: Romans 13:8  
 Do not pass judgment to one another: Romans 14:13; 15:7  
 Do not slander one another: James 4:11  
 Instruct one another: Romans 16:16  
 Greet one another: Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 1:10; 2 Corinthians 13:12  
 Admonish one another: Romans 5:14; Colossians 3:16  
 Spur one another on toward love and good deeds:  Hebrews 10:24  
 Meet with one another: Hebrews 10:25  
 Agree with one another: 1 Corinthians 16:20  
 Be concerned for one another: Hebrews 10:24  
 Be humble to one another in love: Ephesians 4:2  
 Be compassionate to one another: Ephesians 4:32  
 Do not be consumed by one another: Galatians 5:14-15  
 Do not anger one another: Galatians 5:26  
 Do not lie to one another: Colossians 3:9 
 Do not grumble to one another: James 5:9 
 Give preference to one another: Romans 12:10 
 Be at peace with one another: Romans 12:18  
 Sing to one another: Ephesians 5:19  
 Be of the same mind to one another: Romans 12:16; 15:5 
 Comfort one another: 1 Thessalonians 4:18; 5:11 
 Be kind to one another: Ephesians 4:32  
 Live in peace with one another: 1 Thessalonians 5:13 
 Carry one another's burdens: Galatians 6:2  


