The Elementary Truths for Salvation
“...though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of
God’s word.”

Hebrews 5:12 (NIV)

WHAT ARE THE ELEMENTARY TRUTHS?
[11] We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. [12] In fact, though by this time you ought
to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! [13]
Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. [14] But solid food is for the
mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. ~ Hebrews 5:11-14 NIV
In Hebrews 5:12-14, the author spoke about how as Christians we ought to become teachers of the elementary truths of God’s word.
He rebuked these particular Christians for their laziness in learning and understanding the elementary truths of God’s word. The word
rendered “elementary truths” in original Greek (stoicheia ) means “basic elements” and is often used to refer to the most basic
elementary concepts in education. There isn’t a more basic elementary concept in education than the ABC’s. Thus, we might think of
the term “elementary truths of God’s word” as used in Hebrews 5:12 as meaning the “the ABC’s of God’s word.”
Any and all Christians should have an understanding of and be able to teach others “the ABC’s of God’s word. The author further
elaborated on how understanding and being able to teach the elementary truths of God’s word is a part of spiritual maturity. At the
foundation of our spiritual maturity as Christians must be us first learning and understanding the elementary truths of God’s word.
Moreover, our ability to teach others what we’ve learned and understood concerning the elementary truths of God’s word, namely the
elementary truths for salvation, is absolutely paramount concerning the salvation of many souls.

WHAT ARE THE ELEMENTARY TRUTHS FOR SALVATION?
[1] Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance
from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, [2] instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead,
and eternal judgment. [3] And God permitting, we will do so. ~ Hebrews 6:1-3 NIV
In Hebrews 6:1-3, the author implores these particular Christians to move forward in their learning and understating of the elementary
truths of God’s word and go on to maturity. Nevertheless, the author goes on to list specific elementary truths that are in fact the
foundational building blocks for salvation. Learning and understanding the truth about things such as Christ and His teaching,
repentance from acts that lead to death, faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection and eternal
judgment are elementary truths of God’s word that are the foundational building blocks for the salvation of any and all people. The
elementary truths of God’s word that are the foundational building blocks for salvation can be simplified as such:
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John 3:5
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Titus 3:4-7
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2 Peter 3:9
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Acts 16:29-31
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ELEMENTARY TRUTHS FROM GOD’S WORD THAT ARE
FOUNDATIONAL BUILDING BLOCKS FOR SALVATION

HOW TO USE THE ELEMENTARY TRUTHS STUDIES?
The purpose of the Elementary Truths Studies is to offer a guide for disciples to make other disciples. Its focus and emphasis is to aid
seekers along on their spiritual journey to being saved and in relationship with God. The Elementary Truths Studies was prepared with
utmost care in the effort to ensure proper understanding of how to become saved and in relationship with God. These studies guide
the heart and mind for biblical salvation and combine both simplicity and flexibility to cater to the different needs of the people you
reach out to. Each of the Elementary Truths Studies will feature the following:
Purpose:

Objective of the study; defines biblical expectations for the seeker.

Key verse(s):

Scriptural references that support the purpose of the study.

Questions/Points: Clarification/explanation of key verses. These are to be used merely as starting points. The disciple should be able to
develop his/her own convictions and express them in the study. The explanations may vary according to the maturity
of the disciple and the needs of the seeker being taught. Sometimes definitions are provided. At times challenges
and/or readings are given.
Additional verses: Scriptural references not directly related to the purpose of the study; these provide support and clarification of some
peripheral issues that may arise from the topic and may help answer a certain seeker’s needs.
GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR STUDY LEADERS
We acknowledge that it is ultimately God who enables Christian conversion. However, as disciples, we are called to be faithful
“ambassadors” for the gospel (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). If you are a disciple of Jesus, then God has moved powerfully in your life,
reconciling you to Himself, forgiving your sin and giving you a hope that the world so desperately needs. As Christ’s ambassadors, God
has committed to us that same message of reconciliation, and we now represent Christ in reaching the lost world. By God’s design, the
spreading of the gospel always takes place through disciples of Jesus Christ. That is why we “go and make disciples of all nations,”
sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with anyone who will listen! And that is the purpose of these studies. These studies are a tool,
designed to help Christ’s ambassadors make God’s appeal and present the gospel of our salvation to those around us.
1.
2.
3.
4.

You may find it useful to memorize these studies.
Adapt to these studies over time. Use verses, illustrations, and stories that you find most helpful to reach the heart of the
seeker you are studying with.
Have faith in the power of God’s word to change people’s hearts with the truth of the gospel.
Pray, pray, and pray! In the end, conversion is a supernatural process that can only come about as a result of the work of God
in people’s hearts.

Setting up a Bible Study
1.
2.
3.
4.

Friendship is important. Get to know the person you’d like to study the Elementary Truths Studies with and build a loving
friendship.
Ask your friend to study the Bible with you.
Readiness to study the Bible differs from one person to the next. Some people may want to observe or spend time with you
first, while others may be eager to study from the onset. As much as possible, a person studying (i.e. the seeker) should be
comfortable about the concept of seeking God or at least growing spiritually.
If they don’t already have a Bible to begin studying, it’s a great gift to give them. Buy a readable version and inscribe in it a
meaningful thought.

SEEKING GOD
Purpose: This is a useful first study. In doing this study, you are essentially talking through the first big step that a seeker needs to take
in order to be saved and in a relationship with God. This study clarifies what it takes to pursue a relationship with God and establishes
how God’s Word (the Bible) is an absolutely foundational guide for teaching how to go about having a relationship with God. A seekers
reaction to this study will reflect their current openness to God.
Acts 8:26-35
The Ethiopian Eunuch was a very important and busy official ( “in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians.” ) Yet,
he made time, he made sacrifices and he overcame many challenges in his journey to seek and find God. The Ethiopian Eunuch at some
point in time heard about Jehovah (the God of the Israelites). He learns enough about Judaism to know that the place to be able to
truly worship God was at the temple of God in Jerusalem. He takes the long challenging journey to Jerusalem to worship God only to
be unable to enter the temple. He likely leaves disappointed but still determined to go after his relationship with God and while in
Jerusalem he presumably obtains a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. While returning home to Ethiopia, unknown to him, God had sent Philip
into his life to help him learn the gospel of Jesus Christ. The eunuch is taught from the scriptures about the gospel of Jesus Christ by
Philip and then taking the first opportunity available to him after having been taught, he wants to be baptized. Consider the Ethiopian
Eunuch’s spiritual journey/timeline:
ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH’S SPIRITUAL JOURNEY/TIMELINE
Hears about Jehovah
Journey’s to Jerusalem
\ _______________ __________
__
\______________ ________
\
\
Learns about
Obtains and reads
Judaism
scroll of Isaiah

Meets Philip
_____ ___\_________ _______
\
Learns about the
Gospel of Jesus

Gets baptized
__ __\_____

Q: Tell me about your spiritual journey/timeline? What have been the significant events in your spiritual journey/timeline?
YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY/TIMELINE
Birth

Now
[Leading questions to further draw out information from a seeker]

Q: At what point in time would you say that you started seeking and pursuing your relationship with God?
Q: Do you consider yourself to be a Christian? At what point in time would you say that you became a Christian?
Q: What's your understanding of how someone becomes a Christian and what all happens when someone becomes a Christian?
Q: Would you say that you are saved? At what point in time would you say that you became saved?
Q: Would you say that you’ve received the forgiveness of your sins? What’s your understanding about how the forgiveness of sins
happens and at what point in time would you say that you received the forgiveness of your sins?
Q: Have you ever been baptized? At what point in time were you baptized? What’s your understanding of the significance of getting
baptized? Do you consider baptism as being an important part of salvation?
Q: Would you say that you’ve received the gift of the Holy Spirit from God? What’s your understanding about how receiving the gift of
the Holy Spirit from God happens and at what point in time would you say that you received the gift of the Holy Spirit from God?
Q: Do you consider yourself to be a member of a church? What’s your understanding about how becoming a member of a church
happens and at what point in time would you say that you became a member of a church?
Q: Would you say that God’s word plays a major role in your life? How often would you say that you read/study God’s word
personally?
Hebrews 5:12-6:1-3
The author here rebuked these particular Christians for their laziness in learning and understanding the elementary truths of God’s
word. The word rendered “elementary truths” in original Greek ( stoicheia ) means “basic elements” and is often used to refer to the
most basic elementary concepts in education.
Q: What would you say is the most basic elementary concept in education? (The ABC’s or the 1,2,3’s).
Q: What would you say are the most basic concepts meaning the “elementary truths” that we should understand from God’s word?
In Hebrews 6:1-3, the author went on to list specific elementary truths that are in fact the foundational building blocks for salvation.
Learning and understanding the truth from God’s word about things such as Christ and His teaching, repentance from acts that lead to
death, faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection and eternal judgment are important things that
we should understand.
Q: Do you think studying out these different things that are said to be the elementary truths from God’s word would be helpful for you
on your spiritual journey?

2 Timothy 3:16-17
Q: How much of the Bible do you think is God’s word? (The Bible is God-breathed – from God Himself; communicated through the
personalities of chosen men such as Moses, Paul, John and Luke)
Q: Is it ok for us to pick and choose when it comes to God’s word (i.e. treat God’s word like a buffet)?
Q: Do you see God’s word as relevant and useful to you? (The Scriptures are highly useful; they teach, rebuke, correct and train us in
righteousness.)
Q: Have you trained for anything in life?
Q: What principles of training ensure success? (God’s word was made available to us to train us and thoroughly equip us in every
aspect in our lives including areas such as how to have a relationship with God, marriage, parenting, work, finances, decision-making,
relationships, etc.)
Matthew 15:1-9
Q: According to Jesus, what happens if we build our spiritual lives on traditions or other things rather than on God’s Word? (We
worship in vain; many of us have grown up learning and practicing religious traditions, some of which may contradict God’s Word.
However, we can never let traditions, the teachings of men, or culture supersede God’s Word; we must obey God’s word over our own
feelings, the opinions of others, or even the teachings of religious people.)
John 12:47-50
Q: According to Jesus, the words that He spoke came from who? (“For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me
commanded me to say all that I have spoken.” )
Q: According to Jesus, God’s commands can lead us to what? (Eternal life; meaning salvation)
Q: Remember taking exams? What if the teacher handed out the test early for all the students to study?
Q: Would there be excuse for failure? (Consider God’s generosity and fairness in revealing the answers for eternal life)
James 1:21-25
Q: Would you agree that it takes humility to accept God’s Word? Why?
Q: What happens if we “merely” listen to God’s Word? (We deceive and mislead ourselves.)
Essentially, the Bible is like a mirror that shows us who we really are and how much we really need a relationship with God. When we
do not apply it to our lives…we either don’t see or quickly forget who we really are and how much we really need God.
Q: What do you think it means to look “intently” into God’s word? (To study it.)
Q: According to v25, what happens when a person looks intently into God’s word not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it?
(That person will be blessed in what they do.)
Challenge:
Q: Are you willing to humbly accept God’s word (the Bible) as the standard for your life?
Q: Are you ready to throw out any feelings, opinions, traditions and, teachings of men, which may contradict God’s Word and
build your life solely on God’s word?
Q: Are you willing to look intently into God's word every day and apply it to your life?
Additional verses:
Matthew 13:44-46 – Finding God is like finding a great treasure or a valuable pearl.
Acts 17:22-27 – God determines the “times” and “places” so that we will seek him and reach out for him.
2 Chronicles 15:1-4 – “The LORD is with you when you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him,
he will forsake you.”
Acts 17:10-11 – We need to be like the Berean’s and check the Scriptures to see if the things that people teach and preach are from
God.
2 Peter 1:19-21 – “…no prophecy of scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation…men spoke from God…”
2 Peter 3:16 – The scriptures can be difficult to understand. Some people distort them, to their own destruction.
Matthew 13:1-23 – Parable of the Soils.
2 Timothy 2:15 – “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved…who correctly handles the word of truth.”
Psalm 119:60 – “I will hasten and not delay to obey your commands.”
Ezekiel 33:30-33 – People who listen to God’s word (from a prophet) but do not put them into practice.
Proverbs 28:9 – If anyone turns a deaf ear to God’s instruction, even their prayers are detestable.

Acts 8:26-35

The Ethiopian Eunuch
Eunuch – men being prepared for roles in high official positions of government are castrated at puberty (considered preparation for
service – the removal of temptation/compromise = more trustworthy). The Ethiopian Eunuch was a very important and busy official
being “…in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians.” Yet he made the time to seek God, even though the journey
would be long and challenging.
Even after the Eunuch’s long journey he probably would have been prevented from even entering the temple to learn and worship
because of the Levitical Law. (Deuteronomy 23:1 – “No one who has been emasculated by crushing or cutting may enter the assembly
of the Lord.”) He would have had to stay outside on Solomon’s porch, unable to learn or worship, with other Gentile believers. Most
likely he would’ve turned away and started the journey home disappointed, devastated, and confused. Sometimes our journey to find
God will include obstacles and discouragement.
Nevertheless, God had a plan for the Eunuch. All his belief, efforts, and his long spiritual journey led him to his opportunity to find God
through Philip’s willingness to study the scriptures with him. Their meeting in turn led to Philip using the scriptures to teach the
Ethiopian Eunuch the good news about Jesus Christ.

THE SON OF GOD
Purpose: In doing this study, you are essentially talking through the second big step that a seeker needs to take in order to be saved
and in a relationship with God. That step is to believe and obey Jesus, the Son of God. This study clears up common misconceptions
about Jesus. Who Jesus is? What was He like? What did He say? Most people today do not know the answers to such simple
questions as these, because they have not been taught the answers from God’s word. The impression that many people have of Jesus,
the Son of God, is a distorted one. However, a seeker must come to understand that establishing a relationship with God can only
happen through Jesus, the Son of God. Additionally, this study is meant to inspire a seeker to embrace the high calling of discipleship
to Jesus.
Luke 9:18-20
Jesus’ identity was hotly debated in His day, and still is to this day!
Q: Who do you say Jesus is?
John 1:1-5, 14-18
Q: Who do you think the author was referring to as “the Word”?
John, the author is speaking of Jesus as “the Word”. Jesus was with God in the beginning, but more than that – He “was God”. Jesus is
God in the flesh. He is fully God and fully man! God came to earth as a man in order that we could come to know Him.
Q: According to John 1:18, who’s is in closest relationship with God? (Jesus, the Son of God)
Q: Do you believe this about Jesus?
John 14:2-7
Q: In talking about His departure from earth to return to His Father, what were the bold claims that Jesus made about Himself?
Jesus claimed to be the way, not a way. He claimed to be the truth and not one truth among many. He said He was the life, not just a
better life.
Q: How important is it that we believe and trust in what Jesus claimed about Himself? Why? (No one can come to God, the Father
unless they come through Jesus, the Son of God.)
1 John 2:3-6
Q: Is claiming to know God or even saying “I love God” at some point in our lives ultimately all we need to do to establish a
relationship with God?
Q: What must happen in order for us to be in a relationship with God based on v5-6? (We must obey God’s Word and live as Jesus did.)
Q: Do you consider yourself to be someone who is living like Jesus did?
Q: What do you think it means to live like Jesus or what do you think living like Jesus consists of?
Mark 1:14-20
In this passage, we read about the beginning of Jesus ministry and him calling people to follow him and live like Him.
Q: What did Jesus call these men to do according to v17?
Q: What were these men initially preoccupied with doing with their lives?
All of them fished for a living. James and John were working for the fathers business. Nevertheless, Jesus wanted them to become His
disciples and to be about helping other people become His disciples.
Q: How would you define the term “disciple”? (A disciple is a student or learner who strives to conform their thoughts, words and
actions to those of their master/teacher. In this case, these men were called by Jesus to become His disciples and to help with calling
other people to become disciples of Jesus.)
Q: Which do you think is easier to do, to fish for fish or to fish for people to become a disciple of Jesus?
Q: How did they all respond to what Jesus called them to do?
They committed and dedicated themselves to being disciples of Jesus wanting to be taught and trained by Jesus. And, over the next 23 years, these disciples of Jesus would learn what it meant to fish for people for Jesus.
Q: Why do you think they abandoned their jobs, possessions and family to become disciples of Jesus?
Q: How worthwhile do you think it was for them to become disciples of Jesus back then?
Q: How worthwhile do you think it is to become disciples of Jesus today? Why?
Luke 9:23-26
Q: When it come to being a disciples of Jesus, what does Jesus command of anyone who wants to be His disciple?
Q: What does it mean to deny yourself? (Not doing your will, but doing the will of God – Read Matthew 26:36-39)
Q: What does it mean to “…take up your cross daily” ? (Crucifying and putting to death your sinful nature daily – living for Jesus)
Q: What might being ashamed of Jesus and His words consist of?
Q: Does this expectation of Jesus and what it means to be a disciples of Jesus describe your life today?

Luke 14:25-33
Q: What do you make of Jesus’ teaching here to “hate” our families? What is Jesus asking of anyone who follows Him? (To put him
first; to make Him their most important relationship.)
Q: Have you made your relationship with Jesus the most important thing in your life?
Q: Can we be a disciple of Jesus if we do not make this decision?
Q: What does the parable about the tower mean? (We should sit down and consider the cost of becoming a disciple of Jesus. We
cannot follow thoughtlessly without considering the cost.)
Q: What does the parable of the two kings mean? (We must be willing to surrender everything in our lives in order to be disciples of
Jesus.)
Q: Are you willing to give up everything to be a disciple of Jesus? Why?
Matthew 22:34-40
Q: If loving God and loving our neighbors are the most important commandments to obey according to Jesus, what should be the
most important commandments for a disciple of Jesus to obey? (Loving God and loving our neighbors.)
More than anything else, God wants a relationship with you. He loves you and wants you to love Him. Being a disciple of Jesus is first
and foremost about learning from Jesus how to love God with all of your heart, soul and mind. Us having a relationship with God is
directly correlated with our discipleship to Jesus – Read John 14:23-24.
Likewise, being a disciple of Jesus is about learning how to compassionately love and serve your neighbors around you, both in
meeting their physical and spiritual needs.
Q: What do think loving God and loving your neighbors might look like in actions?
John 13:34-35
Q: According to Jesus, what should discples of Jesus most certainly be known for? (Love for one another the way Jesus loved.)
Q: How did Jesus exemplify loving His disciples? What did He do with them and for them?
Matthew 28:18-20
Q: Who was given “all authority” in heaven and on earth? (Jesus.)
Q: What did Jesus call these disciples to do upon Him returning to heaven? (Make disciples.)
Q: What did Jesus want all the people of the world to become? (Disciples.)
This is Jesus’ plan to save the world! These disciples of Jesus were commanded to make disciples of Jesus of all nations, baptizing them
and teaching them to become mature and obedient followers of Jesus.
Q: Is it clear to you what it means to be a disciple of Jesus?
Q: Have you ever made the decision to become a disciple based on what Jesus says being His disciple means?
Q: Are you living the way Jesus says being His disciple means right now? (Meaning making your relationship with Him your most
important relationship, acknowledging and not being ashamed to share the gospel of Jesus, fishing for men for Jesus, etc.)
Q: If not, do you want to be a disciple?
Q: How do you feel about this calling for your life?
John 3:16-18
Jesus was ultimately sent by God for our salvation and our belief in and obediance to Jesus is crucial in order to be saved and in a
relationship with God. Read Acts 4:12
Additional verses:
Colossians 2:9 – All the fullness of God lives in Jesus Christ
Hebrews 1:1-3 – Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact respresentation of His being.
Acts 11:25-26 – To call oneself a Christian can mean many different things to people today. The name “Christians” was applied for the
first time to disciples of Jesus at Antioch, about seven years after the beginning of the church. To understand what it means to live as a
Christian today, we should start be looking at Jesus’ expectations for those who would be His disciples.
Luke 9:57-62 – We cannot follow Jesus thoughtlessly. He calls us to follow without making excuses and without looking back to our
former lives. Notice the connection between following Him and proclaiming the kingdom of God.
John 8:30-31 – If you hold to His teachings you are really Jesus’ disciple.
Matthew 10:26-39 – Fear God. Acknowledge God. Put God first. Take up your cross, follow Jesus.

THE GRACE OF GOD
Purpose: In doing this study, you are essentially helping a seeker to see themselves as our Holy God sees them: utterly sinful and
separated from our God. This study helps a seeker understand the biblical picture of sin. Through looking at several Bible verses, we’ll
see what sin is and what it produces in us. We’ll also talk about the source of sin and how God feels about it. Ultimately, God is grieved
by sin (Genesis 6:5-6), but He is also moved by His love for us. In this study, we’ll will examine the good news of God’s love. “For God

so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” (John 3:16-17). There
is hope for all of us sinners through Jesus Christ! The love of God and the cost for forgiveness of our sins is seen in the sacrificial death
of Jesus Christ. We can be saved by the grace of God through having faith in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ.
Psalm 103:1-18
In this psalm, the psalmist talks about the heart of God towards us as sinners.
Q: How does the psalmist describe God’s heart towards us as sinners based on v8-10?
Q: What is God willing to do with our sins (transgressions) based on v12? (God is willing to remove our sins from us).
Q: Are we as sinners deserving of such compassionate, loving and gracious treatment from God? Why?
Romans 3:23-26
Q: Who has sinned? (Everyone.)
Q: How have we fallen short of the glory of God?
We’ve departed from God’s glorious standard for our lives. Because of our sinfulness, we ultimately fall short in our efforts to live the
way that God created us to live in the beginning. Each and every one of us is guilty of sin. We’re all in this together, and everyone of us
desperately needs the grace of God through the redemption that came by Jesus.
Q: Why is the grace of God through the redempion that came by Jesus so important based on v24-26
Romans 6:23
Q: What do you think is meant by the “wages of sin?” (Wages are earnings.)
Q: What did sin earn us? (Death.)
Sin is very costly and reaps no benefits. It is terribly damaging to every area of our lives (our families, communities, relationships, etc.)
Q: In what areas of your life has sin had costly and damaging effects?
Mark 7:21-22
Q: Where does sin come from? What is the ultimate source of our sinfulness? (Sins come from within…so we cannot blame externals.)
Q: What things, people, or externals have you blamed or used as an excuse for past sins? (Despite genetics, parenting, peer pressures,
and socio economic conditions, sin comes from within our own hearts and makes us unclean. We are responsible for our own sin. We
need to take ownership for our sin!)
Notice how Jesus was very specific in mentioning the sins that come from within and that make us “unclean.” Jesus wants us to be able
to clearly identify the sin in our lives.
Galatians 5:19-21
Notice the different types of sin in this list: sexual sins, relational sins and sins of indulgence. *For definitions of these sins, see page 2.
Q: Are there any sins from this list that you’ve struggled with commiting in the past and presently?
Q: What will we not inherit if we live in accordance with with these types of sins? (God’s eternal kingdom.)
Other useful “sin list” passages: Ephesians 5:3-7, Revelation 21:8, Romans 1:21-32, 2 Timothy 3:2-5, 1 Peter 4:4, Colossians 3:8
Romans 7:14-25
Q: Can you relate to Paul and his struggles with sin?
Q: What is the only sufficient answer or solution to the terrible cost and damaging effects of sin? (Jesus Christ!)
Isaiah 52:13-53:1-12
Written about 700 years before Jesus, this passage predicted what Jesus would experience in the way of sufferring because of our sins
and why. Jesus was pierced, crushed and punished for our sins. He went through such great suffering on behalf. It was God’s will to
have Jesus take upon Himself the punishment we deserved to redeem us for God. We are healed by His wounds. The only healing
availiable to us when it comes to our sinfulness is found in Jesus Christ. The only real peace that any of us can find in this life is through
Jesus Christ.
Q: How would you describe the magnitude of what Jesus experienced on our behalf because of our sins based on this passage?
Mark 14:26-15:41
Jesus chose to die for us. To help a seeker to better understand the physical torments of the sufferings that Jesus endured on our
behalf because of our sins, you may also wish the read “A Medical Account of the Sufferings of Jesus Christ” found in the appendix.
Q: Why was Jesus willing to endure the incredible suffering He experienced?

Romans 5:6-11
Q: What are we without Jesus’ sacrifice? (Powerless; ungodly; God’s enemies)
Q: How did God demonstrate his love for us? (Jesus died for us while we were at our worst, enemies of God, weak and sinful. He didn’t
die for us because we are good people! Because of Jesus, we can be justified and saved from the wrath of God – the wrath and
punishment that our sins deserve.)
Titus 2:11-14
Q: How ought the grace of God influence us in this present age?
Q: Are you ready to live a life that is influenced and directed by the grace of God?
Q: Are you ready to be a man/woman of God who is eager to do what is good?
Q: What ought to be your motivation for doing what is good? (Jesus who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness.)
Galatians 2:20-21
Q: How did Paul describe his life as a result of the grace of God? (Paul said, “…I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” )
Additional verses:
Romans 1:18-32 – The progression of sin throughout the existence of mankind.
Ephesians 4:17-19 – The damaging effects of sin.
James 4:17 – Sins of omission.
John 3:19-20 – Facing our sin honestly can be painful.
Proverbs 28:13 – He who confesses and renounces his sin finds mercy.
James 5:16 – We are called to confess our sin to one another.
Philippians 2:1-11 – Jesus’ death was an act of great humility.
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 – God made Jesus our sin offering on the cross.
Galatians 3:10-14 – The righteous are justified by faith.
1 Corinthians 15:3-8 – The resurrection was witnessed by hundreds.
*DEFINITIONS
Galatians 5:19-21
Sexual immorality: Fornication, any sexual union outside of marriage. Denotes ungodly sexual acts and relationships—prostitution,
rape, homosexuality, petting, adultery, child abuse, bestiality.
Impurity: Any sinful thinking, vulgar thoughts, which cause lusting, masturbation, impure motives; watching pornography cause us to
be impure and promtos sexual fantacies.
Debauchery: Any misuse of the body. Usually referring to sexual excesses, but in general refers to a readiness to indulge in any
pleasure (indecency, lewd dancing, anorexia and bulimia). There is no respect for self or anyone else. In this state, man is at the mercy
of his passions, impulses, emotions, etc. He is completely undisciplined (i.e. gives in to gluttony, laziness, smoking, cravings,
masturbation, unlimited pleasure).
Idolatry: Worshipping anything other than God. Giving or devoting one's time, substance, talents, and/or self to anything that keeps
one from obeying and following God in every way (i.e. status symbols, investments, engrossing sports or hobbies, selfish ambitions,
relationships, property, possessions, pleasure and wants, school, work, pride). Also includes praying to anyone other than God, Jesus or
the Holy Spirit.
Witchcraft: Seeking or being involved in any spiritual realm other than God's. Includes astrology (i.e. the stars control; consequently,
saying God does not rule), horoscopes, Satan worship, the occult, magic spells, good-luck charms or pictures, praying to saints, drug
use, tarot cards, palm reading, channeling (the New Age movement), Ouija Board, etc.
Hatred: Wishing ill or harm on anyone, looking down on anyone, bitter feelings, resentment, wanting revenge, murder.
Discord: Anything that breaks up relationships, stirring up trouble, an inability to get along with people, arguing, slander, gossip,
malicious talk, criticalness.
Jealousy: Possessiveness, not sharing.
Fits of rage: Uncontrolled anger, losing your temper, temper tantrums, quick temper, angry shouting, cussing, profanity, fighting.
Selfish ambition: Living to please self, wanting one's own way, getting what one wants at any cost, desiring to be first at any cost,
overly competitive spirit. Not willing to do menial or demeaning tasks, refusing to admit being wrong, arrogance, doing things for
honor or glory, wanting to look good for others, refusing to compromise, pride, selfishness and independence.
Dissension: Rebelling against authority, not submitting, habitually disagreeing, arguing, causing division, starting arguments, stirring
up trouble.
Factions: Feeling superior to others, cliques, refusing to associate with anyone because they are different or for any other reason,
wanting to be with "own" kind, prejudice, bigotry, racism.
Envy: Desiring something another person has while wishing that they did not have it at all (i.e. wealth, status, ability, physical features,
spirituality, relationships).
Drunkenness: Anything that causes one to lose control—intoxication, alcohol, drug abuse.
Orgies: Living without restraint. Includes partying, sexual parties, unrestrained sex, vandalism, carousing.
And the like: others sins like the above; in any form or degree.

A Medical Account of the Sufferings of Jesus Christ
Hanging, electrocution, knee-capping, gas chamber: these punishments are feared. They all happen today, and we shudder as we think
of the horror and pain. But as we shall see, these ordeals pale into insignificance compare with the bitter fate of Jesus Christ: crucifixion.
No one is crucified today. For us the cross remains confined to ornaments and jewelry, stained-glass windows, romanticized pictures
and statues portraying a serene death. Crucifixion was a form of execution refined by the Romans to a precise art. It was carefully
conceived to produce a slow death with maximum pain. It was a public spectacle intended to deter other would-be criminals. It was a
death to be feared.

Sweat like blood

Luke 22:24 says of Jesus, "and being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the
ground."3 The sweat was unusually intense because his emotional state was unusually intense. Dehydration coupled with exhaustion
further weakened him. (Note: the scriptures nowhere say that Jesus was sweating blood.)

Beating

It was in this condition that Jesus faced the first physical abuse: punches and slaps to the face and head while blindfolded. Unable to
anticipate the blows, Jesus was badly bruised, his mouth and eyes possibly injured. The psychological effects of the false trials should
not be underestimated. Consider that Jesus faced them bruised, dehydrated, exhausted, possibly in shock.

Flogging

In the previous 12 hours Jesus had suffered emotional trauma, rejection by his closest friends, a cruel beating, and a sleepless night
during which he had to walk miles between unjust hearings. Despite the fitness he must certainly have gained during his travels in
Palestine, he was in no way prepared for the punishment of flogging. The effects would be worse as a result.
A man to be flogged was stripped of his clothes and his hands tied to a post above his head. He was then whipped across the
shoulders, back, buttocks, thighs and legs, the soldier standing behind and to one side of the victim. The whip used – the flagellum –
was designed to make this a devastating punishment, bringing the victim close to death: several short heavy leather thongs, with two
small balls of lead or iron attached near the end of each. Pieces of sheep’s bone were sometimes included.
As the scourging proceeds, the heavy leather thongs produce first superficial cuts, than deeper damage to underlying tissues. Bleeding
becomes severe when not only capillaries and veins are cut, but also arteries in the underlying muscles. The small metal balls first
produce large, deep bruises which are broken open by further blows. The fragments of sheep’s bone rip the flesh as the whip is drawn
back. When the beating is finished, the skin of the back is in ribbons, and the entire area torn and bleeding.
The words chosen by the gospel writers suggest that the scourging of Jesus was particularly severe: he was certainly at the point of
collapse when he was cut down from the flogging-post.

The mocking

Jesus was allowed no time to recover before facing his next ordeal. Made to stand, he was dressed in a robe by jeering soldiers,
crowned with a twisted band of thorny twigs, and to complete the parody, given a wooden staff as a king’s scepter. "Next, they spat on
Jesus and struck him on the head with the wooden staff." The long thorns were driven into the sensitive scalp tissue producing profuse
bleeding, but even more terrible was the re-opening of the wounds on Jesus’ back when the robe was torn off again.
Further weakened physically and emotionally, Jesus was led away to be executed.

The crucifixion

The wooden cross used by the Romans was too heavy to be carried by one man. Instead the victim to be crucified was made to bear the
detached crossbar across his shoulders, carrying it outside the city walls to the place of execution. (The heavy upright portion of the
cross was permanently in position here.) Jesus was unable to carry his load – a beam weighing around 75 to 125 pounds (approximately
35-55 kg). He collapsed under the burden, and an onlooker was ordered to take it for him.
Jesus refused to drink the wine and myrrh offered him before the nails were driven in. (It would have dulled the pain.) Thrown down on
his back with arms outstretched along the crossbar, nails were driven through Jesus’ wrists into the wood. These iron spikes, about 6
inches long and 3/8 inch thick, severed the large sensorimotor median nerve, causing excruciating pain in both arms. Carefully placed
between bones and ligaments, they were able to bear the full weight of the crucified man.
In preparation for the nailing of the feet, Jesus was lifted up and the crossbar fixed to the upright post. Then with legs bent at the knee,
a single nail was used to pierce both feet, one foot being placed over the other. Again there was severe nerve damage and the pain
caused was intense. It is important to note, however, that neither the wounds to the wrists or feet caused substantial bleeding, since no
major arteries were ruptured. The executioner took care to ensure this, so that death would be slower and the suffering longer.
Now nailed to his cross, the real horror of crucifixion began. When the wrists were nailed to the crossbar, the elbows were intentionally
left in a bent position so that the crucified man would hang with his arms above his head, the weight being taken on the nails in the
wrists. Obviously this was unbearably painful, but it had another effect: It is very difficult to exhale in this position. In order to breathe
out, and then take in fresh air, it was necessary to push the body up on the nailed feet. When the pain from the feet became
unbearable, the victim would again slump down to hang by the arms. A terrible cycle of pain began: hanging by the arms, unable to
breathe, pushing up on the feet to inhale quickly before again slumping down, and on and on.

This tortured activity became more and more difficult as Jesus’ back was scraped against the upright post, as muscle cramps set in
because of the inadequate respiration, and as exhaustion grew more severe. Jesus suffered in this manner for several hours before, with
a final cry, he died.

Cause of death

Many factors contributed to Jesus’ death. A combination of shock and suffocation killed most victims of crucifixion, but in Jesus’ case
acute heart failure may have been the final trauma. This is suggested by his sudden death following a loud cry, after only a few hours: a
quick death, it seems (Pilate was surprised to find Jesus already dead). A fatal cardiac arrhythmia, or perhaps cardiac rupture, are likely
candidates.

The spear wound

Jesus was already dead as the executioners broke the legs of the criminals crucified alongside (in order to speed their deaths). Instead,
we read that a soldier pierced Jesus’ side with a spear. Where on his side? The word chosen by John suggests the ribs, and if the soldier
intended to make Jesus’ death certain, a wound to the heart was the obvious choice.
From the wound came a flow of "blood and water." This is consistent with the spear blow to the heart (especially from the right side, the
traditional site of the wound). Rupturing the pericardium (the sac surrounding the heart) released a flow of watery serum, followed by
blood as the heart was pierced.

Conclusion

The detailed accounts given in the gospels combined with the historical evidence on crucifixion bring us to a firm conclusion: modern
medical knowledge supports the claim of the scriptures that Jesus died on the cross.

THE SALVATION OF GOD
Purpose: After coming to understand the grace of God through the sacrifice of Jesus, the biblical response is to repent and be baptized
for forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:36-38). Repentance is a powerful blessing from God that has been stripped of its potency. With this gift,
we see clearly to take the right path…the path of living for God rather than for self. Repentance is not a work that leads to salvation;
rather, it is our awakening to come to our senses and live the way God had always intended for us to live. It is more than a decision; it
is God allowing us to see a new worldview, which always results in the fruit of a changed life. Furthermore, in this study we will focus on
how repentavne and baptism is essential to Christian doctrine (Ephesians 4:4-6). Additionally, this study helps establish the link
between Christ’s sacrifice and our forgiveness of sins by means of baptism.
Acts 2:36-47
Within this first sermon about the gospel of Jesus Christ at Pentecost, Peter preaches about Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. When
the people heard his message, “…they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles…what shall we do” ?
Q: What was Peter’s direction to them? (“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” )
Q: How does a person receive the forgiveness of sins? (Repentance + baptism = forgiveness of sins and gift of the Spirit.)
Repentance and baptism is the way prescribed by God to receive forgiveness of sins and the Holy Spirit, and is our connection to Jesus’
death, burial, and resurrection. Peter stresses that repentance and baptism is for salvation. Those who accepted this message were
baptized, thus they were saved. (Note the parallel in v. 47).
Q: Why do you think there was such a sense of urgency in their response?
REPENTANCE
Q: What do you think repentance means?
Most people think that repentance is mostly about feeling sorry or feeling bad about your sin. In fact, most English dictionaries define
repentance as meaning to feel or express sincere regret or remorse about your sin or wrongdoing. The original Greek root word
translated as “repentance” in English is the word metanoia (pronounced me-tah-noi-ah). The word metanoia is a compound word
(meaning two words are joined to form one word). Meta as a word by itself means change and noia as a word by itself means thinking
or mindset. Therefore, metanoia means “to change the way you think” or “to change and have a different mindset”.
Romans 12:1-2
Q: In order to live a life that’s holy and pleasing to God, what must to transformed and renewed? (Our mind.)
We are urged, in view of God’s mecry, to no longer conform to the patterns and behaviors of the world, but be transformed by the
renewing of our mind.
Q: Why is renewing our mind important? (“Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect
will.” )
Luke 13:1-5
Q: If someone doesn’t repent, what does Jesus say will happen to them? (Jesus taught and preached that without repentance, we will
all perish.)
Now read Luke 13:6-9.
Q: In this story, what did that man expect to see on the fig tree he planted in his vineyard?
Q: How patient was the man in waiting for the fig tree to produce some fruit based on v. 7?
Jesus shared this story to illustrate that he expects to find the fruit of repentance produce in our lives or we will all perish.
Luke 3:7-8
Q: What did John the Baptist insists that the crowds do before getting baptized? (John the Baptist insisted on repentance before
baptism saying, “…produce fruit in keeping with repentance”. )
Q: What’s an easy and clear way to identify and recognize an apple tree?
Q: If you see oranges growing and hanging from a tree, would you think that it’s an apple tree? Why?
Q: What should easily and clearly be identifiable and recognizable in the life of someone who has truly repented? (The fruit of a
changed mindset and the changing of behaviors.)
Now read Luke:3:9-14.
People began asking what should we do then, basically asking how do we need to repent or change, John the Baptist answered giving
them specific directions of what repentance or change would look like for them.
Q: If you were to ask John the Baptist, “What should I do?” or “How do I need to repent or change?, how do you think he might respond
to you?
Q: Who do you think you could go to and ask the question, “What do you think I need to change about myself?” What might they say?
2 Corinthians 7:10-11
Paul in this passage of Scripture warns against having worldly sorrow which doesn’t lead to repentance.
Q: What do you think having worldly sorrow consist of?
Worldly sorrow does not bring about real change.
Q: Based on v. 11, what does Paul say is produced when someone has godly sorrow?
Q: What does godly sorrow lead to? (“Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret…” )
Godly sorrow brings about real change and ultimately leads to salvation without regret. Repentance is above all a matter of the heart.

2 Peter 3:1-9
The writer describes how the judgment of God is imminent and forthcoming and how we shouldn’t disregard God’s promise that there
will be a Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
Q: What is God patiently waiting for everyone to do based on v. 9? (God has been patient in hopes that everyone will come to
repentance.)
Now read 2 Peter 3:10-15.
Understand that salvation is available to you today, because God has been patiently waiting to see you repent. (See v. 15)
BAPTISM
Q: What is your understanding of baptism?
Definition: Gk “baptisma” primarily means dipping or immersion, from the verb “baptizo".
1 Corinthians 15:1-4
God’s plan to bring salvation to the world culminated in the death, burial and resurrection of His Son, Jesus. This is the heart of the
“gospel” or good news about Jesus. Through Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection, the forgiveness of sins is now available.
Furthermore, the crucial link between Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection and the forgiveness of sins is baptism.
Romans 6:1-10
Writing to Christians in Rome, Paul recalled how all of them including himself were baptized.
Q: What does he say happens at baptism? (Baptism is a participation in death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.)
Q: Just as Christ was raised from the dead to life, what does getting baptized mean? (We, too, will be raised to a new life through
baptism. Thus, we are born again.) See John 3:1-5.
[Refer to illustration of death, burial, resurrection]
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Acts 22:1-16
Before a hostile crowd, Paul defended himself in regards to what caused him to become a Christian.
Q: Even though Paul had had a personal encounter with Jesus, had prayed, had fasted (see Acts 9:9-11), had been healed of blindness,
and had been told that he had been chosen by God to be a witness of what he had seen and heard, what did Ananias tell Paul he still
needed to do based on v. 16? (“…what are waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.” )
Even though Paul had had some significant spiritual experiences happen in his life, his sins were not forgiven yet. He was directed to
get baptized and wash his sins away.
Titus 3:3-7
Q: In light of our sinfulness, how does God save us and enable us to have the hope of eternal life based on v5? (“…the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit…through Jesus Christ our Savior.” )
Self-assessment questions:
Q: Do you see the need to repent and be baptized?
Q: What are some significant changes you’ve already had in your mindset and behavior?
Q: What else about yourself do you think is important to address and change in keeping with repentance?
Q: Are there any sins that you don’t have godly sorrow about? Why?
Q: When do you want to get baptized?
Additional verses:
Acts 3:19 – Repentance brings times of refreshing.
Luke 15:1-10 – God as well as angels rejoice over any person’s decision to repent of their sins.
Colossians 2:9-12 – Paul explains that faith in the power of God is required when it comes to baptism.
Galatians 3:26-29 – In baptism, we become sons of God and heirs of the promise
Ephesians 1:7-14 – Redemption is the forgiveness of sins by the blood of Jesus.

New Testament Conversion
1.

The Major Conversions in Acts
A. Conversions
1. Acts 2:36-47 First Christian in Jerusalem
2. Acts 8:26-39 Ethiopian Eunuch
3. Acts 16:22-34 Philippian jailer and his family
4. Acts 9:1-22 Paul
5. Acts 22:3-16 Paul
6. Acts 18:24-26 Apollos
7. Acts 19:1-5 Ephesians
B.

2.

Questions concerning Conversions
1. What was preached?
2. What was their response to the message?
3. How long did they take to make the decision?
4. What was their response after baptism?

Refuting False Doctrines
A. “Pray Jesus into your heart”: This phrase is never mentioned in the Bible. People may use Revelation 3:20 about Jesus
knocking at the door, however, you must examine the Scripture in context. This Scripture does not teach how to become a
Christian and be saved, but how to come back to God after becoming lukewarm. It is addressed to disciples who already
responded to Christ in faith, repentance, confession and baptism.
B. “Accept Jesus into your heart”: (Same teaching as praying Jesus into your heart just different terminology.) Based on
Romans 10:9. You must look at the verse in context. Paul is addressing the problem of the Israelites which is unbelief that
Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. Read further on to Romans 10:13. When do you call on the name of the Lord? At
baptism. (Acts 22:16)
C. “Infant baptism”: A baby cannot have faith, and since we are baptized through faith in the power of God (Colossians 2:12),
babies cannot be baptized. Original sin: Ezekiel 18:20 teaches there is no original sin; each person is responsible for his own
actions and will be judged accordingly. Therefore babies are born sinless and will be saved if they die.
D. “Baptism does not save you”: 1 Peter 3:21 says that baptism does save you through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Acts 2:38
teaches that sin is forgiven at baptism. One is saved at the point sin is forgiven.
E. “Baptism is a work-yet we are saved by faith”: Colossians 2:12 teaches we are saved by faith in the working of God at
baptism.
F. “Baptism is an outward sign of an inward grace”: Romans 6:2-4 states that baptism is an actual participation in the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ. It is not merely a sign, seal or symbol.
G. “Baptism isn’t important, after all, look at what Paul said about it in 1 Corinthians 1:17”: Paul does not diminish the
importance of baptism here. (Paul himself was baptized to have his sins forgiven in Acts 22:16.) In context (read 1 Corinthians
1:10-17), he makes the point that he does not want people following men (denominationalism). He mentions baptism several
times in the passage.
H. “The thief on the cross was not baptized and Jesus told him that they would see each other in paradise”: Jesus had not
even died yet, and baptism is participating in his death (Romans 6:2-4); also on earth, he had the power to forgive sins.
(Matthew 9:2-6)
I.
“Believers baptism”: This is baptism as an adult, but is not done in conjunction with the understanding that one is being
saved at this point in time. (John 3:5, Acts 2:38) “Retroactive understanding” is not sufficient for salvation.

THE FAMILY OF GOD
Purpose: This study is designed to communicate God’s plan for a seeker to be a part of the family of God (the church). After coming to
faith in Jesus and repenting of sin, the seeker is called to be baptized for the forgiveness of sin. The baptized believer is then added to
the family of God which is the body or the Church. (1 Corinthians 12:12-13). The brothers and sisters in the church are meant to be a
continual source of encouragement in our walk as Christians. We must understand God’s intent for the church and how each of us can
contribute to its overall impact. God’s plan from the beginning was always to bring all people into his family, the family of God.
Acts 2:40-47
After Peter preached the first “gospel sermon” at Pentecost, 3,000 people were baptized bringing together the early church.
Q: These new 3,000 converts joined together in devotion to what particular things? (“…the apostles’ teaching, and to the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread, and to prayer.” )
Q: How would you describe the atmosphere surrounding this fellowship?
Q: How does this picture of church life compare with your experience of church life?
Ephesians 2:19-22
Here the church is spoken of as God’s household or in other words God’s family.
Q: What does “family” mean to you?
The church is the family of God. The church is a spiritual temple built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, whose teachings
we find in the Bible, with Jesus as the chief cornerstone. As the chief cornerstone, Jesus is the perfect stone by which every part of our
lives as Christians and the church must be shaped. We must align ourselves with Jesus.
Colossians 1-15-20
Q: Who is the head of the church? (Jesus is the head of the church which is HIS body)
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Q: What is the function or role that the head plays in the body?
Q: If a body becomes detached from the head, what happens to that body?
The church is the body of Christ, the family of God.
1 Corinthians 12:12-27
Q: How does a person become a part of the body of Christ (the church)? (We enter the body of Christ through baptism)
Q: Should anyone who’s a Christian ever say “I don’t need the church” based on v21-27? Why?
Q: How do you think you can help build up the body of Christ (the church)?
Ephesians 4:1-6
Q: How much effort should go into maintaining unity with the church? (God loves unity and wants his family to be unified. Christians
should make every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the church. Doing so requires humility, patience, gentleness, and
selflessness.)
Q: What things should the church be unified about based on v. 4-6? (We must maintain unity on the essentials of Christian doctrine –
one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all)
Hebrews 10:22-25
After being washed in baptism, we need the continual exhortations of brothers and sisters to stay the course. The charge is for us to
“…hold unswervingly to the hope we profess.” and “…consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”
Q: In what ways do you think you can help other Christians be about the Christian life?
Q: Why is missing meetings of the body described as a bad habit?
Q: When are the meetings of the body of Christ (the church)? (Sunday Worship Services; Midweek Services including Family, Men and
Women Services, Bible Talks, Devotionals, Retreats, etc…)
Fellowshipping helps us the be unswerving in our commitment to Christ. Do not give up meeting together – consistent fellowship
needs to a a priority in our lives. Begin to rearrange schedule to come to all the meetings of the body.

Hebrews 3:12-14
We are called to embrace “one another” relationship as defined by the scriptures. *See additional “one another” verses below.
We each have the charge to be involved in each other’s lives and the responsibility to “…see to it that no one has a sinful, unbelieving

heart that turns away from God.“

Q: How crucial do you think daily encouragement is when it comes to the Christian life?
Q: How has the encouragement of other Christians helped you in your fight against sin?
Mark 3:31-35
Q: What will it mean for you to be part of Jesus’ family?
Self-assessment questions:
Q: Is it clear to you what the church is?
Q: Do you have any questions or misunderstandings about the church and how it functions?
Q: What will you need to change in your schedule to seek the “Kingdom First” (Living a Family of God First life)?
*Bible passages essential for us to understand and develop healthy relationships with “one another’ as Christians:

Love one another: John 13:34-35; 15:12, 17; Romans 12:10; 13:8; 14:13; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; 1 Peter 1:22; 1
John 3:11, 3:22; 4:8; 23; 4:7, 11-12; 2 John 1: 5
Serve one another: Galatians 5:13; 21; Philippians 2:3; 1 Peter 4:9; 5:5
Accept one another: Romans 15:7, 14
Strengthen one another: Romans 14:19
Help one another: Hebrews 3:13; 10:24
Encourage one another: Romans 14:19; 15:14; Colossians 3:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Hebrews 3:13; 10:24-25
Care for one another: Galatians 6:2
Forgive one another: Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13
Submit to one another: Ephesians 5:21; 1 Peter 5:5
Commit to one another: 1 John 3:16
Build trust with one another: 1 John 1:7
Be devoted to one another: Romans 12:10
Be patient with one another: Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13
Be interested in one another: Philippians 2:4
Be accountable to one another: Ephesians 5:21
Confess to one another: James 5:16
Live in harmony with one another: Romans 12:16
Do not be conceited to one another: Romans 13:8
Do not pass judgment to one another: Romans 14:13; 15:7
Do not slander one another: James 4:11
Instruct one another: Romans 16:16
Greet one another: Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 1:10; 2 Corinthians 13:12
Admonish one another: Romans 5:14; Colossians 3:16
Spur one another on toward love and good deeds: Hebrews 10:24
Meet with one another: Hebrews 10:25
Agree with one another: 1 Corinthians 16:20
Be concerned for one another: Hebrews 10:24
Be humble to one another in love: Ephesians 4:2
Be compassionate to one another: Ephesians 4:32
Do not be consumed by one another: Galatians 5:14-15
Do not anger one another: Galatians 5:26
Do not lie to one another: Colossians 3:9
Do not grumble to one another: James 5:9
Give preference to one another: Romans 12:10
Be at peace with one another: Romans 12:18
Sing to one another: Ephesians 5:19
Be of the same mind to one another: Romans 12:16; 15:5
Comfort one another: 1 Thessalonians 4:18; 5:11
Be kind to one another: Ephesians 4:32
Live in peace with one another: 1 Thessalonians 5:13
Carry one another's burdens: Galatians 6:2

