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During February 5-20 Steven Hugley, preacher for the Bolivar church of 
Christ in Cleveland, MS, traveled with me for the first time to Guanajuato, 
MX.  The Bolivar congregation is one of our most generous monthly 
supporters.  On each mission trip I try to take someone from our partners in 
Mission GTO and I am grateful that the elders were willing to send him. I 
was impressed with this young preacher’s missionary spirit and passion for 

reaching the lost souls.  It gave this old soldier of Christ tremendous encouragement 
that our younger gospel preachers are committed to global missions!  We had the 
opportunity to meet in San Miguel de Allende on the first Saturday after we arrived with 
all our preachers, their wives and other church leaders.  We each presented motivational 
lessons to about 125 in attendance and afterwards enjoyed a 
fellowship meal together.  We were able to teach and preach 
several times during the medical campaign we conducted in 
Valle de Santiago, our newest mission which was begun last 
November. We visited two cities for future congregations, 
and to evaluate and select a site for a youth camp this 
summer.  We also made visits with three of our preachers to 
discuss changes in locations and to deal with church issues. 

SIXTEEN BAPTISMS IN CORTAZAR 

A few years ago, Uriel, our missionary in Celaya, a city of 
over ½ million, and the church he established there twelve 
years ago, decided on their own to reach out to a nearby city 
of Cortazar with about 100,000 people to plant a new 
mission church.  Uriel’s son, Josue, graduated from a 
Biblical Institute in Northern Mexico and returned home to 
complete his studies at a university for a degree in another 
occupation. This father and son evangelistic duo were 

successful in planting this new church and today there are about 30 Christians 
worshipping “in truth and spirit.”  I am thankful to report that Uriel and Josue have had 
sixteen baptisms in the last two months!  From the beginning of Mission GTO Mexico 
we have tried to motivate our team of preachers to take the initiative to reach out and 
evangelize other nearby towns and cities.  As a result there has been five new 
congregations established in Cortazar, Montelongo, San Pablo, La Campana, & 
Escobedo, and all but one are now self-supporting! 

FIRST ELDERSHIP IN GUANAJUATO MEXICO 
 

Brothers Fernando, Sergio, and Rodolfo were appointed 
as elders for the San Miguel de Allende congregation by 
brother Les Ferguson, Sr. on December 22, 2019.  This 
was a historic milestone for Mission GTO Mexico!  For 
eighteen years our supporters have been praying for this 
congregation of presently over 100 members to become 
biblically organized with elders, and it has finally come to 
pass!  Soon, the elders plan to start the deacon selection 
process.  These three spiritual leaders are blessed with 

godly wives and they will be an encouraging example to other congregations in the state 
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of Guanajuato to pursue this spiritual growth goal in the future.  In a 2017 study reported 
in the Christian Chronicle only 3% of churches planted outside of the USA since 1950 
had elders.  Challenging our brethren in churches of Christ overseas to seek and qualify 
themselves for the highest spiritual leadership role in the church must be a priority of our 
missionary ministry!  I’m grateful that the above brothers accepted the challenge & 
prepared themselves to be shepherds.  Let’s all pray that many others will do the same in 
the future. 

EVANGELISTIC MEDICAL CAMPAIGN IN VALLE DE SANTIAGO 
 

  

331 people came for medical help in our three day campaign and were treated by Christian doctors: a 
chiropractor, two dentists, an internal medicine physician, an ophthalmologist and optometrist.  We 
served people from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Many were in line hours before time, and returned each day, 
patiently waiting for medical help.  We started the campaign each morning with prayer and singing, and 
every family was registered with name, address, phone number, email, and other information.  We were 
able to conduct the campaign on the first floor of the same building were the new church meets, 
allowing the people to connect with the church.  Flyers were distributed advertising worship and bible 
studies. All our GTO preachers participated. Each day, we all paused at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to share 
the gospel with everybody in attendance.  Later at 6 p.m. we conducted evangelistic services upstairs.  
We had over 20 to return each night to hear a gospel sermon.  On Sunday, Steven taught the bible class 
and I preached during worship. We had seven visitors.  Brother Erik Morales, our missionary in Valle de 
Santiago conducted several bible studies over the three days. He and his wife, Angeles, and their three 
children moved to Valle de Santiago last November.  As a result of this successful outreach, they will 
have enough contacts to follow up with bible studies for months to come!  I am confident that the Lord 
of Harvest will bring forth a great increase. 
  

NEW CHURCH PLANTED IN PENJAMO, GTO 
 

In February, Ishmael Jemenez, our newest GTO team missionary, his wife, 
Paty and two sons, were sent to begin a new church among the 150,000 
people in the city of Penjamo, GTO.  Ishmael and Paty were converted 
several years ago and are both graduates of our Biblical Institute in San 
Miguel de Allende.  He has served as our preacher for churches in 
Comonfort and Joventino Rosa, but when we 
informed him that we needed him to help us 

start a new congregation in Penjamo, he jumped at the opportunity!  
Ishmael is an outstanding evangelist and personal worker. He loves to play 
soccer, which enables him to break down walls of religious prejudice and 
make friends among other players, which in turn, opens doors for him to 
reach entire families with undenominational NT Christianity. 

 2



THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF MISSION GTO MEXICO 

On behalf of the elders of the Lake Harbour Drive church of Christ, I want to thank all of you for 
continuing to send your monthly and periodic contributions to P.O. Box 2113, Ridgeland, MS 38158.  
Without your support and prayers Mission GTO Mexico could not continue to go forward.  We sincerely 
appreciate your partnership—John Pigg, Director (601-842-7801).  

An Added Note! 
Due to the coronavirus outbreak and my personal health issues, the elders of LHDCOC have asked me 
to suspend my travels for the time being…and I have agreed.  We appreciate your generous support of 
the work we are all a part in Guanajuato, Mexico and hope you will continue with commitments made 
during this time.  As you see from this newsletter, God is abundantly blessing the partnership we all are 
participating in to the teaching and preaching of the Lord’s gospel, and the growing of His church 
among the six million souls there. As soon as this time of challenge is passed I will resume fulfilling 
visits and making new appointments.  We have much and many to have in our daily prayers.  Please 
include our brothers and sisters in GTO in those prayers.  I close by thanking God for you sharing in this 
great work.  May He bless each of you.   

John Pigg, Director of Mission GTO, Mexico
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