
The Ten Commandment #3 

LIFE GROUP GUIDE 

DEUTERONOMY 5:6-11 

PRE-SESSION READING 

• What's in a name? More than we might think. 

• One of the most important things we do for our children is the 

first thing we do for our children: give them a name. 

• Leviticus 24:16 – “Whoever blasphemes the name of 

the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall 

stone him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he 

blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.” 

• This means that the name of the Lord Is Holy and not to be 

blasphemed under any circumstance. 

• The word “vain” means “empty,” “nothing,” “worthless,” or “to 

no good purpose.” 

• Yahweh's name appears 7000 times in the Old Testament. 

• Sacrificing to other gods was considered to be a violation of the 

third commandment (Leviticus 18:21). 

• To unlawfully touch holy things was considered a violation of the 

third commandment. 

• The priests who cut corners in Malachi's day were violating the 

name of God by their polluted offerings and cynical hearts 

(Malachi 1:10-14). 

• Exodus 34:6-8 tells us that to know the name Yahweh, the 

merciful and gracious God, is not merely to know something 

about God; it is to know God himself. 

• Verses about the importance of the God’s Name – Psalm 29:2 

Psalm 8:1 Matthew 6:9 acts 4 12 Romans 10:13 

• We violate the third commandment when we take up the name of 

God in service of what is false and frivolous, or what is phony. 

• Using God's name in the service of what is false means that 

perjury is a serious sin because under oath we swear to “tell the 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help me 

God.” 

• So if we use the name of God to ascribe a false sense of authority 

to our ideas, plans, or opinions, (such as in politics) we violate the 

third commandment. 

• A serious way that we can break the third commandment is by 

using God's name to advance our own agenda. 

• Using God's name in the service of what is frivolous. This is when 

we use the Lord's name carelessly. 

• Matthew 6:7 – “And when you pray, do not heap up empty 

phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be 

heard for their many words.”  

• When we pray, Jesus concern is not for polish of speech but for 

purity of heart. 

• When we carelessly and habitually rattle off some version of 

“OMG” for everything from a touchdown to a great parking spot, 

is it possible that we've not been taught well enough about what 

God is really like. 

• We must act, think, feel, and speak in a way that's proper for 

those who are called by the holy name of God. 

• “The word ‘Christian’ comes with a lot of baggage. But it's our 

family name. It's the name that speaks of our union with God's 

anointed one. We should not be ashamed of the name Christian.” 

– Kevin DeYoung. 

• Finally, we violate the third commandment when, as baptized 

Christians, we live as if we did not bear the name of God. 

• If we are called by the holy Name of God, we must not sully that 

name by living as if our conduct does not concern him or his glory. 

• Colossians 3:17 – when we do all that we do – do it in Christ, for 

Christ, and through Christ – we show that his is the name we 

value, the name we love, and the name that is above all names. 

“‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery. 7 “‘You shall have no other gods before me. 8 “‘You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 

beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 9 You shall not bow down to them or 

serve them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 

on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10 but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
11 “‘You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold 

him guiltless who takes his name in vain. – Deuteronomy 5:6-11 (ESV) 



TEACHING GUIDE 

ICEBREAKER – Choose one or more Icebreaker questions. 

• Do you know what your name means, and have you lived up to 

that name? 

• Was your family name important in you or your parents’ 

household? 

• What is your favorite name? Why? 

 

PLEASE READ DEUTERONOMY 5:6-11 – “‘I am the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery. 7 You shall have no other gods before me. 8 You shall not 

make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is 

in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth. 9 You shall not bow down to them or serve 

them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 

of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of 

those who hate me, 10 but showing steadfast love to thousands of 

those who love me and keep my commandments. 11 You shall not 

take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not 

hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.” – Deuteronomy 

5:6-11 (ESV) 

• “When someone uses God’s name in vain, I feel…” (angry, hurt, 

slightly annoyed, nothing). Why? 

• How did the third commandment make the list of “God’s Top 

10?” 

• To you, how important are names? 

• What names do you associate with good, and what names do 

you associate with evil? 

 

• Define “worship.” 

• When does worship begin for you and when does it in? 

• How should we prepare ourselves for a life of worship? 

• In what ways does the quality of our worship go hand in hand 

with the third commandment? 

 

• Is “OMG” in any form a violation of the third commandment? 

Why or why not? 

• What does language and naming reveal about our hearts? 

 

• In what ways outside of our language do you think we can 

violate the third commandment 

• The word “vain” means “empty,” “nothing,” “worthless,” or “to 

no good purpose.” If these are the definition of “vain,” what 

does it mean to take in vain the name of God? 

• In what ways can the ways in which we live keep or violate the 

third commandment? 

• Kevin DeYoung says that “The word ‘Christian’ comes with a lot 

of baggage. But it's our family name. It's the name that speaks 

of our union with God's anointed one. We should not be 

ashamed of the name Christian.” Do you agree or disagree with 

his statement? Why? 

• Acts 4:12 says that there is no other name under heaven (but 

Jesus’ name) by which we can be saved. Romans 9 says that all 

who call on the “name” of the Lord will be saved. Why do you 

think the word “name” was so important to the New Testament 

writers? 

 

CONCLUSION 

• What changes do you feel you need to make to better honor 

God’s name? 

• In a world where language and living can often be so insensitive 

and unrefined, how do we honor both the third commandment, 

and more importantly, the God of the third commandment? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 


