
The Ten – Commandment #2 

LIFE GROUP GUIDE 

DEUTERONOMY 5:6-10; JOSHUA 24:14-18 

 

PRE-SESSION READING 

 

• If the first commandment is about worshipping the right 

God, the second commandment is about worshipping the 

right God in the right way and in the right order. 

 

• So much of the narratives of Exodus 32 (Aaron and the 

golden calf) and Acts 17 (Paul in Athens) have to do with 

self-willed worship – worshiping God as we desire as 

opposed to how he demands. 

 

• Ezekiel 18:20 – The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not 

suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor the father suffer for 

the iniquity of the son. The righteousness of the righteous 

shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked 

shall be upon himself. 

 

• We don't need to create images of God because he has 

already created them. We are the divinely chosen statues 

meant to show what God is like, created in his image and 

after his likeness. 

 

• Idolatry diminishes God and it diminishes us. 

 

• We must avoid infusing any created thing with the divinity 

only present in the Creator. 

 

• The first commandment, and saying you shall not have, 

speaks of possession while the second commandment, and 

saying you shall not make, speaks of manufacturing. 

 

• Colossians 1:15 - He is the image (eikon) of the invisible 

God, the firstborn of all creation. 

O There is one visible entity worthy of our worship, 

and Paul writes about him. It is Jesus.  
 

6 “‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery. 7 “‘You shall have no other gods before me. 
8 “‘You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 

that is in the water under the earth. 9 You shall not bow down to them 

or serve them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation 

of those who hate me, 10 but showing steadfast love to thousands of 

those who love me and keep my commandments. – Deuteronomy 5:6-

10 (ESV) 

14 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to 

serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 

your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will 

serve the LORD.”16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we 

should forsake the LORD to serve other gods, 17 for it is the LORD our God 

who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and 

preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples 

through whom we passed. 18 And the LORD drove out before us all the 

peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will 

serve the LORD, for he is our God.” – Joshua 24:14-18 



TEACHING GUIDE 

ICEBREAKER – Choose one or more Icebreaker questions. 

• When was the last time you did something for the first time? 

• If I could choose my career all over again, I would… 

• Who has been the greatest influence on your Christian life and 

why? 

 

PLEASE READ DEUTERONOMY 5:6-10 – “‘I am the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery. 7 “‘You shall have no other gods before me. 8 “‘You shall not 

make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is 

in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth. 9 You shall not bow down to them or serve 

them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 

of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of 

those who hate me, 10 but showing steadfast love to thousands of 

those who love me and keep my commandments. – Deuteronomy 

5:6-10 (ESV) 

 

• Jeff said that putting commandments #1 and #2 together is 

about worshiping the right God in the right way and in the right 

order. Which of these three is hardest for you? 

• Commandment #2 talks about making for ourselves carved 

images. How do we manufacture gods or idols for our lives? 

• Describe a time when you were jealous for the right reason. 

• Describe in your own words what it means to say that God is a 

“jealous God.” 

• Why do you think that sin is passed to the third and fourth 

generations? 

 

PLEASE READ JOSHUA 24:14-18 – 14 “Now therefore fear the Lord 

and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods 

that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 

the LORD. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose 

this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served 

in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 

whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve 

the LORD.”16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we 

should forsake the LORD to serve other gods, 17 for it is the LORD our 

God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight 

and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the 

peoples through whom we passed. 18 And the LORD drove out before 

us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we 

also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

• Joshua references four types of gods here – the gods of our 

fathers (the gods of Abraham’s people), the gods of our past 

(the Egyptian gods), the gods of our culture (those of their 

current generation), and God himself. 

• Which of these gods tempts you away from worshiping god? 

• What are the idols of our generation? 

 

• While Moses was receiving the ten commandments, his brother 

Aaron was at the bottom of the mountain making a golden calf 

for the people to use in their worship. 

• Why was it a big deal that the people were trying to “enhance” 

and customize their worship with a golden calf? 

• Jeff described self-willed worship as worshiping God by our 

preferences rather than how he demands. In what ways do we 

worship God as we choose rather than as he demands? 

• What role has personal preference played in the way we 

worship God? 

CONCLUSION 

• It was said of the Athenians that they were smart, sincere, 

spiritual, and misguided. How is it possible to be sincere, 

spiritual, and yet misguided? 

• In what ways are we like ancient Athens? 


