
Sermon Study Guide 

ISAIAH 35:1-10 

TEACHING GUIDE 
 
ICEBREAKER – Choose one or more Icebreaker questions. 

1. It wouldn't be Christmas without ________. 
2. What is your favorite Christmas food or candy? Traditions? 
3. Scrooge, Elf, Clark Griswold, Charlie Brown, George Bailey, 

Ralphie – Which character best represents you this Christmas? 

Opening Prayer 

Read The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy 
and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel 
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 

who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come 
with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in 
the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 
springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall 
become reeds and rushes. 

• Define life right now: dry as a desert, or blossoming into life? 

• What brings you joy? 

• To what do you turn when you need a fusion of joy in your life? 

• Isaiah 35 is a picture in contrasts and extremes. Why do you think 
the prophet paints this picture of the deadest place springing up 
with joy? 

• Where do you need God to come and save you right now? 

• Isaiah's image of the Savior includes deserts and streams and 
flowers. If you were painting a picture with words of Jesus's work in 
your life, what images would you use? 

• Where have you found streams in the deserts of your life? 

CONCLUSION  

Read: The burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs 
of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall 
become reeds and rushes. And a highway shall be there, and it shall be 
called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong 
to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 
not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of 
the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be 
upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. 

• How is a Christian's joy different than that of the world? 

• Cole said that we cannot have joy without receiving Jesus. Can you 
have joy in your life without receiving this Savior? 

CLOSING PRAYER 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom like the crocus; 2 it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice 
with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 
majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the 
majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. 4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear 
not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense 
of God. He will come and save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then shall the lame man 
leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters 
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7 the burning 
sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the 
haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. 8 And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of 
Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who 
walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 9 No lion 
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not 
be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed 
of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. – Isaiah 35:1-10 ESV 
 


