
Sermon Study Guide 

ISAIAH 42:1-16 

TEACHING GUIDE 
ICEBREAKER – Choose one or more Icebreaker questions. 

1. “Baby It’s Cold Outside” has been pulled by many radio stations 
this year due to questionable content. What Christmas song would 
you have pulled off the playlists if you were in charge or your own 
radio station? 

2. What is the best Christmas gift you have ever received? 

3. Where is the most Bethlehem-type place you have ever been? 
4. Immanuel means “God with us”? What moment this year has been 

the moment that you experienced the with-ness of God most 
closely Opening Prayer 

Read Isaiah 42:1-4 

Isaiah begins this passage with the word “behold.” 

• In what area of your life to you need to stop and “behold” what God 
is doing this Advent? 

• Where do you need to refocus? 

Walter Brueggemann says that “The book of Isaiah…is a meditation …into 
the crises of exile and the promise…out of exile into new well-being.” 

• Where do you feel exiled in your life? 

• In what ways do you need God and the church to walk you home? 

A bruised (discouraged) reed he will not break, and a faintly burning (failing) 
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

• Injustice was very much a part of Isaiah’s world. What injustices do 
you wish you could snap your finger and make right? Why? 

• In what areas are you tempted to feel discouraged? 

Read Isaiah 42:5-9 

Shalom (peace) means complete reconciliation, a state of the fullest 
flourishing in every dimension – physical, emotional, social, and spiritual – 
because all relationships are right, perfect and filled with joy. 

• Do you have a tendency to focus more on the way things are, the 
way things should be, or the way things will be? 

• Where do you feel darkness in this world? 

• Where do you feel that people are blind, imprisoned, or living in 
darkness? 

• Where do you need to see a different reality in the same way Isaiah 
did? 

• How can we as Christ-followers help to live in and be a people of 
shalom in this world? 

CONCLUSION  

Read: Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 
declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.” 

• Where do you see God doing new things in your life and/or family? 

• Where can you be a reflector of the light that Jesus is shining in the 
darkness? 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have 
put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry 
aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will 
not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring 
forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established 
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 

5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the 
people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 “I am the LORD; I have called 
you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as 
a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are 
blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit 
in darkness. 8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my 
praise to carved idols. 9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new 
things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.” 

10 Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth, you who go 
down to the sea, and all that fills it, the coastlands and their inhabitants. 11 Let 
the desert and its cities lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar inhabits; let the 
habitants of Sela sing for joy, let them shout from the top of the mountains. 12 Let 
them give glory to the LORD, and declare his praise in the coastlands. 
13 The LORD goes out like a mighty man, like a man of war he stirs up his zeal; he 
cries out, he shouts aloud, he shows himself mighty against his foes. 

14 For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; 
now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 
15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; 
I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16 And I will lead the blind 
in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide 
them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level 
ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. – Isaiah 1:1-20 
ESV 


