
God and the Pandemic 
a short pastoral paper 

 
 

Riverwood Chapel 
Kent, OH 

 
 
 
In this season of global pandemic, there are perplexing questions that confront us as followers 
of Jesus Christ.  This short paper is an answer for people of faith who face a world that is asking 
about the motives and purposes of God. When so many are experiencing such hardship and 
loss, how does one respond?  Where is God and what is his role in this? Here are four things 
that the Scriptures speak, things that can also come from our lips. 
 

 
Our God is in control  
From the very beginning of the Scriptures our God is the creator of the heavens and the earth, 
and all throughout the Old Testament his power is evident. Jeremiah the Prophet wrote, “Ah, 
Lord GOD! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your 
outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.” 1 Then as we open the pages of the New 
Testament, the gospel writers also recognize the power of God’s son Jesus Christ. The Apostle 
Paul teaches this in his letter to the Colossians, “[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him.” 2 The Scriptures are clear that there is nothing that transpires in this world that 
God does not know about or have control over, even global pandemic. 
 

Our world is filled with futility 
Everywhere we look in this world there are scars that trace their origin back to the fallenness of 
mankind in Genesis 3. In Romans Paul says, “For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from 
its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.” 3 One 
writer would comment on these verses saying, “The entire created world has failed to attain its 
purpose. Because of human sin, it is not what God intended it to be.” 4  If we are all honest with 
ourselves, we feel this futility in an even greater place in our hearts as we watch families and 
towns reel from the effects of this virus. 
 
So why does an all-powerful God allow this to take place? One very popular conclusion is that 
he must be levying judgment upon people for their sin or disobedience. Another conclusion may 
be that this is a sign of the end-times. In the last few weeks these have been popular posts in 
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social media and on the lips of people of faith. But is this really the reason God is allowing this 
to take place in our fallen world?  Let’s be very careful, here is what we also know to be true. 
 

God’s ways are above ours 
In the Old Testament the Prophet Isaiah quotes God when he says, “For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.  For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” 5 What Isaiah was admitting is that our thoughts, how we think God acts, his motives, 
and his purposes are severely limited. In our human limitedness we try and draw assumptions, 
but we will always come up short in true understanding. We must take care before assigning (or 
assuming) something as a direct action of God. While it is possible that a pandemic such as this 
is an act of God for some specific reason, it is also equally possible that this is a result of living 
in a fallen world, and bad things happen, sometimes on an epic scale. Theologian D. A. Carson 
says it this way, “In any suffering, or in any other event for that matter, God is doubtless doing 
many things, perhaps thousands of things, millions of things, even if we can only detect two or 
three or a handful.” This quote is helpful as we admit that God’s ways and reasons and 
understanding are far above what we can comprehend.   
 

We can trust him 
This we know to be true – we can trust him. Carson also wrote, “In other words, sometimes we 
have to cover our mouths and confess, in faith, that we cannot possibly grasp all that God is 
doing when we suffer. So why should we think in hostile terms about how God must be 
doing this but not that, when in reality he may be doing this and that and that, and that and…? 
But here is what we know; he is trustworthy; we know that, for he sent his Son to suffer on our 
behalf.”   
 
Our response is not about blindly trusting, it is about having our eyes open to the word of God 
that reveals that we can trust God in this fallen world, whose ways are above our ways, whose 
understanding is above our understanding, who we can trust because we know that ultimately 
he is a God who desperately loves people. For God so loved the world, that he gave his one 
and only Son.    
 
In the midst of these times, let’s not assume that God is doing this or doing that, but instead let’s 
speak to the things that we know to be true, that having a relationship with God and in his Son is 
the ultimate place to find hope in the midst of tragic moments of global pandemic.  May the 
words of Proverbs fill our heart, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your 
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” 6 
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