
LIFE GROUP GUIDE 
COLOSSIANS 1:15-23 

SERMON NOTES 

• What is the original context of the passage? 

• How does the context apply to our current situation? 
o Where does the passage meet our local and global 

community? 
o Where does the passage meet our church? 
o Where does the passage meet my family and 

personal life? 

SCRIPTURAL BACKGROUND & CONTEXT 

• Many scholars think that Colossians 1:15-20 came from a 
poem or a hymn in the early Church that described what 
Christians believed about Jesus. This is entirely possible, but 
can’t be proven one way or another. 
 

• He is the image of the invisible God: The word 
translated image (eikon) expressed two ideas. 

o Likeness – as in the image on a coin or the reflection 
in a mirror. 

o Manifestation – with the sense that God is fully 
revealed in Jesus. The stronger language Paul used 
here proves that Paul knew that Jesus is God just as 
God the Father is God. It means that “Jesus is the 
very stamp of God the Father.” God is invisible, 
which does not merely mean that he cannot be seen 
by our bodily eye, but that he is unknowable. In the 
exalted Christ the unknowable God becomes known. 

 

• The firstborn of all creation: Firstborn (protokos) can 
describe either priority in time or supremacy in rank. As Paul 
used it here, he probably had both ideas in mind, with Jesus 
being before all created things and Jesus being of a 
supremely different order than all created things. 

o Christ was the Divine response to the philosophical 
questionings of the Greeks (eikon or logos) and to 
the patriotic hopes of the Palestinians (firstborn like 
Jacob). 

 

• For by him all things were created: There is no doubt that 
Jesus is the author of all creation. He himself is not a 
created being. When we behold the wonder and the glory of 
the world Jesus created, we worship and honor him all the 
more. 
 

• All things were created has the idea of “stand created” or 
“remain created.” The sustaining of the universe rests, then, 
on Christ far more than on gravity. We live in a Christ-centric 
universe. 
 

• Whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities: We will see in the rest of Colossians an over-
dependence on angels. Paul is letting the Colossians know 
that even the angels are answerable to Christ. 
 

• He is before all things… who is the beginning: The 
writers understood Jesus as unoriginated and eternal. He is 
reiterating that Jesus is not like God, he is God. 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 21 And 
you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil 
deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in 
order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before 
him,23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became 
a minister. – Colossians 1:15-23 ESV 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Col%201.15-20


 

• In Him all things hold together: The idea that Jesus is both 
the unifying principle, the personal sustainer and the 
preserver of all creation. 
 

• He is the head of the body, the church: This is Jesus in 
relation to the church. He is the source, the first and 
supreme in the church. 
 

• That is everything he might have preeminence: This is 
the summary of this sub-section. Jesus is first and primary in 
everything. 
 

• For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell: 
The origins of this word mean that Jesus was fully God, in 
every way. Some of the Colossian teachers had a low view 
of Christ and taught that he was not the fullness of God. 
The Greek word for dwell is here used in the sense of 
a permanent dwelling. There is an entirely different word 
used for the sense of a temporary dwelling place. Paul 
wanted to emphasize the idea that Jesus was 
not temporarily God but is permanently God. 

o The fullness has been put into Jesus Christ – not 
into a church; not into a pastor; not into a building; 
not into a sacred event; not into a method or a 
program, but in Jesus Christ himself. It was put into 
him as a “distribution point” – so that those who 
wanted to know God more and experience all that 
he is could find it in Jesus Christ. 

 

• And through him to reconcile to himself all things: As all 
things were created by him, through him, and for him, that 
requires that a sinful world be reconciled to him. 
 

• Making peace by the blood of his cross: The blood of the 
cross speaks to us of the real, physical death of Jesus Christ 
in our place, on our behalf, before God. That literal death in 
our place, and the literal judgment he bore on our behalf, is 
what saves us. 
 

• Who once were alienated: The Greek word translated 
alienated is literally “transferred to another owner.” This 
transfer of ownership through sin affected us in both mind 
and behavior. 
 

• Once were alienated: This means that in Jesus we are no 
longer alienated. The difference between a believer and a 
non-believer isn’t merely forgiveness; there is a complete 
change of status. 
 

• Yet now he has reconciled: God’s answer to the problem 
of alienation is reconciliation, initiated by his work on the 
cross. In the work of reconciliation, God didn’t meet us 
halfway. God meets us all the way and invites us to accept it. 

o One may use two different ways of understanding 
human need and God’s salvation. We can see God 
as the judge, and we are guilty before him. 
Therefore, we need forgiveness and justification. We 
can see God as our friend, and we have damaged 
our relationship with him. Therefore, we need 
reconciliation. 

 

• To present you holy, and blameless, and above 
reproach before him: This is the result of God’s work of 
reconciliation. Taken together, these words show that in 
Jesus we are pure and can’t even be justly accused of 
impurity. 
 

• If indeed you continue in the faith: Those truly reconciled 
must truly persevere. Paul’s main focus is continuing in 
the truth of the gospel. It is important for Christians to 
continue in godly conduct, but we are not saved by our godly 
conduct. So it is even more important for 
Christ-followers to continue in the truth of 
the gospel because we are saved by grace 
through faith. 
 
(adapted from David Guzik’s commentary)  

 



TEACHING GUIDE 

ICEBREAKER 
Choose one or more Icebreaker questions. 
1) Finish this sentence: “The hardest thing I have ever done is…” 
2) Finish this sentence: “The biggest compliment I have ever 

received is…” 
3) Between the ages of 7 and 12… 

a) Where did you live? 
b) Who was the person you felt closest to? 
c) When did God become more than a word to you? 

Opening Prayer 

Read Colossians 1:15-23 

Read: 15 He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 

• What does it mean to say that all things were created by 
Jesus, through him, and for him? 

• How does the understanding that all things were created for 
Jesus shape the way we should live? 

• If all things were created for him, how do we become a part 
of pointing the world to him?  

Read: 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent.  

• What does it mean that all things hold together in Jesus? 

• If all things truly hold together in Christ, what have you 
witnessed when people place something other than Christ as 
supreme in their lives? 

Say: Cole spoke about Christ being supreme in the world, in the 
church, and in me. 

• How do we live in such a way to announce the belief that 
Christ is supreme in all of these areas? 

• Describe what the world looks like without Jesus’ revelation 
and work. 

• How does a church or a Life Group stay grounded in the 
supremacy of Christ in a world that is so distracting? 

• How does living as if Christ is supreme effect the way you 
live? 

Read: 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 21 And you, 
who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he 
has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to 
present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,23 if 
indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting 
from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed in all creatio] under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became 
a minister. – Colossians 1:15-23 ESV 

• The word “alienated” means transferred to another owner. 
What mindsets, habits, behaviors have had ownership in 
your life? 

• Reconciling all of us who were alienated from God cost 
Jesus everything? How do we properly respond to the One 
who was before all, and yet would pay all for us? 

• Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5 that Jesus has given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation. What does that look like in the way 
that we live? 

• What does it mean and what does it look like to continue in 
the faith? 

CONCLUSION 

Say, the most important question you will ever be asked is “Who is 
Jesus?” The second most important question you will ever be asked 
is the one Jesus asked to Peter: “Who do you say that I am?” How 
do you answer that question? 

• (For reflection or discussion) What is one step you can take 
in your life to live more intentionally that Christ is supreme in 
the world, in the church, and in me? 

CLOSING PRAYER 

• Pray for one another and the ability to see and hear clearly 
what this passage is saying? 

• Many groups like to keep prayer journals together and see 
how God answers prayer during the year together. 


