
LIFE GROUP GUIDE 
COLOSSIANS 1:9-14 

SERMON NOTES 

• What is the original context of the passage? 

• How does the context apply to our current situation? 
o Where does the passage meet our local and global 

community? 
o Where does the passage meet our church? 
o Where does the passage meet my family and 

personal life? 

SCRIPTURAL BACKGROUND & CONTEXT 

• Paul prayed that they would have a knowledge of his will, 
informed by a true spiritual understanding. To know 
God and what he requires of us is our first responsibility. 

• Paul frequently prays for knowledge and wisdom for the 
Colossian Church. He knows that spiritual naïveté could lead 
to error, instability, and ultimately pain. 

• Second, Paul prayed that they would live according to the 
same knowledge they received, living out a walk worthy of 
the Lord. 

• This is a familiar pattern, repeated over and over again in the 
New Testament. Our walk is based on our knowledge of who 
God is and our understanding of his will. 

• Bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God – there are reverberations here of John 

15:7-8: If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to 
be my disciples. 

• Paul is talking about a faith that is on offense; not defense. 
When we have the proper knowledge about God, we will live 
out of the fruit of that knowledge through good works. He is 
talking about a life that is for, not a life that is against. 

• We don’t and we cannot walk worthy in our power. We can 
only walk this walk in his glorious might, which produces 
endurance, patience, and joy as we walk. 

• Giving thanks[d] to the Father, who has qualified you – It is 
our Father who qualifies us. We do not have the 
qualifications for this walk. We cannot walk worthy in our 
own qualifications. 

• We are delivered from the domain where darkness, sin, and 
Satan reign and delivered to the Kingdom of his son. 

• What is the power of darkness? 
o The power of darkness lulls us to sleep. 
o The power of darkness is skilled at concealment. 
o The power of darkness afflicts and reduces 

humanity. 

• According to William Barclay, the word we translate 
transferred had a special significance in the ancient world. 
When one empire conquered another, the custom was to 
take the population of the defeated empire and transfer it 
completely to the conqueror’s land. It is in this sense that 
Paul says we have been transferred into God’s kingdom. 
Everything we have and everything we are now belongs to 
him. 

• In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. – 
Redemption has the idea of release by 
a legal ransom. The price for our 
release was paid by the blood of 
Jesus. 

• The word translated forgiveness is the 
ancient Greek word aphesis, most 
literally rendered “a sending away.” 
Our sin and guilt is sent away because 
of what Jesus did on the cross for us. 

9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 being strengthened 
with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy;12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has 
delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. – Colossians 1:9-14 ESV 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29461d


Teaching Guide 
ICEBREAKER – Choose one or more Icebreaker questions. 
1. What is one goal you’d like to accomplish during your lifetime? 
2. What is your life verse for passage from scripture? 
3. If you were define your life by any movie character, what 

character would it be and why? 

Opening Prayer 

Read Colossians 1:9-14 

Read: 9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray 
for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 

• Cole said that the most personal question you can ask 
someone is “How can I pray for you?” How would you 
answer that question? 

• Paul was very specific in his prayer for the Church at 
Colossae. What would your specific prayer be for 
Riverwood? For this community?  

• Of all the things that Paul could pray for the Colossian 
Church, why were knowledge of his will, wisdom and 
understanding his buzzwords? 

• If you were praying one thing for the American church today, 
what would it be? 

• The Colossian Church was battling false teachings. What 
are the false teachings and messages we hear in our 
culture? 

Read: 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing 
to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God. 

• What images come to mind when you think of the words 
“walk worthy?” 

• Other than the fact that Paul wrote it, do you believe it is truly 
possible to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord when we live 
in a sinful world? 

• Paul is writing that we increase in the knowledge of God for 
the purpose of bearing fruit in every good work. The 
knowledge was a for knowledge rather than an against 
knowledge. Why is the perception of Christ-followers in the 

world often about what we are against rather than what we 
are for? How do we change it? 

• In what ways do you intentionally try to increase in the 
knowledge of God?  

Read: Being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious 
might, for all endurance and patience with joy. 

• Where do you turn for strength and for strengthening? 

• How do we intentionally walk in his glorious might rather 
than in our limited source of strength and energy? 

• The three words which Paul uses to define the way in which 
we are to walk are “endurance,” “patience” and “joy.” Which 
of these words currently best define your walk with God? 

Read: Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share 
in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

• What qualifies you to walk with God? 

• What are ways in which we have tried to qualify ourselves 
for this walk? 

Read: He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

• From what have you been delivered in your life? 

• How do we live transferred lives when the domain of 
darkness seems to be so dark and so pervasive? 

• What does living for the kingdom of his beloved Son really 
look like in Northeast Ohio? 

• The original word for forgiveness here means “sending 
away.” What does it mean to say that Jesus sent away our 
sins. 

Say: We are on the walk of a lifetime. But we do not walk in our own 
qualifications or strength. We absolutely cannot walk worthy because 
we are worthy, but only because of the deliverance from and the 
transfer to that has been made by Jesus himself. He alone is worthy, 
and we have been invited to walk in his worthiness. 

CLOSING PRAYER – Pray for one another and the ability to see and 
hear clearly what this passage is saying? 


