
Seeking:  Honest questions for deeper faith 

Week 3 – Will you give me a drink? 

Welcome everyone to week 3 of our message series for 

Lent that we are calling “Seeking: Honest questions for 

deeper faith. “ 

This Lent, our readings offer us many stories of those 

who are seeking:  Adam and Eve in the Garden after an 

encounter with a snake, Peter and the disciples on Mt. 

Tabor, the Israelites thirsty in the desert, a Samaritan 

woman at the well, a man born blind really seeing for the 

first time, Mary and Martha at the tomb of Lazarus.  In 

each of these stories, someone is seeking a new 

beginning, a different life, a deeper faith.   Each story 

unfolds with questions asked and faith explored.  Often, 

an unveiling occurs where assumptions are disrupted, 

and a new perspective is revealed. 

If you are new to Church or returning to Church this Lent, 

you are probably returning with more questions and a 

critical lens. We hope this series will help all of us unpack 

some of those big questions in ways that are honest and 

faithful.  

As I have been saying this Lent, I invite everyone here 

today to engage in the spiritual practice of seeking. 



I continue to encourage you to stay curious, open, and 

nimble….soften your assumptions and expand your 

perspectives. Throughout this season, really ask yourself: 

what am I seeking? What is God seeking? 

In the Catholic Church, faith has two connotations:                   

the deposit of faith that is handed down by the Church 

and the faith that we each personally embrace.  The 

deposit of faith is unchanging but how we personally live 

the faith is a journey.   Part of this journey is about  

seeking God in the world, seeking the good, seeking a 

deeper truth. We seek through prayer…through 

scripture. In our seeking, we pull together memories, 

feelings, questions, and experiences, all in an effort to 

see God more clearly. 

In order to engage in the spiritual practice of seeking, we 

must maintain a posture of listening, staying open and 

curious instead of calloused and closed off. 

As I have been sharing with you, our seeking will be 

guided by a question each week. These questions won't 

necessarily lead to answers, but they can help us find 

clarity and a new perspective. I pray that these questions 

will create a safe space for you to be raw and honest 

with your doubts, your fears, your confusion.  Ultimately, 



I pray that this journey of seeking leads each and every 

one of you to a new beginning, a restoration, a wider 

grace. 

In our first week, we looked at the question, who will you 

listen to?  We experience an onslaught of media inour 

tculture like:   TV shows, movies, the news, social media, 

YouTube. We must choose carefully “who” we will listen 

to.  At the end of that message, we invited you to 

consider what voices might be pulling you toward what is 

life-giving rather than death-dealing. 

Last week, we looked at the question, how do we begin 

again?  By looking at the Transfiguration of Jesus, we 

learned that it isn’t about the mountain top experience 

or the transfiguration part that is transforming.  The 

Transfiguration shows that Jesus is the one who can 

transform us and it is in listening to Jesus that we are 

transformed.   

As we heard last week, God said “Listen to Him.”  To do 

this our trust is required, our choice is required.  Maybe 

you don’t trust right now but that is okay.  Just make the 

choice to listen to Him and trust will come as you see 

Him at work in your life. 

 



The question that we will explore this week is “Will you 

give me a drink?”  Today, ideas of drink and thirst play 

out in the First Reading with the Israelites in the desert 

and the Gospel with the Samaritan woman and Jesus at 

the well today. 

In the First Reading, the Israelites have been newly freed 

from Egyptian slavery and have been wandering in the 

desert for a long time.  They are thirsty and cry out to 

God?   

“Why did you ever make us leave Egypt?  Was it just to have us 

die here of thirst with our children and our livestock?” 

Remember, the Israelites had seen the 10 plagues God 

had sent upon the Pharoah and the Egyptians.  They saw 

the Red Sea part, walked through the parted waters and 

even saw the rushing waters pour back over the pursuing 

Egyptian army. 

And yet in the wilderness, the Israelites essentially ask: 

Will you give us a drink, God? Will you take care of us, 

even now? In their discomfort and fatigue, they question 

Moses and God. But perhaps the softer, more vulnerable 

question they could have asked was, “God, have you 

abandoned us?”  They question whether or not they can 

trust God. 



God hears them, readily responds, and calls Moses to 

bring forth water from a rock. To take care of His people, 

God instructs Moses to take his staff, the same staff used 

to part the Red Sea, and strike a rock to make water flow. 

God hears the cries of the people to satisfy their physical 

thirst.  But do the people know what they truly thirst for? 

In the Gospel today, Jesus crosses cultural, religious, and 

societal boundaries by leading is disciples through 

Samaria.  It is here that we hear the story of Jesus the 

Samaritan woman at the well.  Let’s set the scene.  It is 

mid-day and hot.  Jesus’ disciples are not with Him…they 

have gone into the town for food.   The other character 

in our story the Samaritan woman has come to the well 

during the heat of high noon.  She does this to avoid the 

judgmental eyes and tongues of the other women who 

come to the well during morning and evening hours.  As 

we discover in the course of the dialogue, we find that 

she has been separated and ostracized from the 

community because of her actions.  She is lonely and 

lost.  Jesus has an answer for her. 

In the heat of midday, Jesus seeks out connection with 

her as she draws water from the well. His command to 

her is not only a question but also an invitation to a new 

way of life: Will you give me a drink? 



This question has two levels:  first Jesus is thirsty.  For the 

woman, to respond is risky because he is a Jew and a 

man and she is a Samaritan and a woman.  However this 

question sparks a dialogue between them in which Jesus 

shows that He sees the woman fully. 

On the other, the Samaritan woman is thirsty too for 

spiritual life for what Jesus calls living water.   Through 

the conversation, how the woman sees Jesus is 

transformed…at first she sees him as a Jew, then a 

prophet, then as the messiah. Once she realizes who He 

truly is…the Savior of the world…she is transformed.   

Samaritan woman is one of the first witnesses and 

becomes a vessel herself to witness to others.  She is no 

longer ashamed about the story of her life.  She now has 

a more important story to tell…one about the man who 

lowered a bucket into the well of her soul and drew up 

the deep living water within her.  The Samaritan woman 

acknowledged the deep longing within herself…a longing 

that she didn’t even know she had.   

Jesus helped her to see what she was truly looking for, 

what her own inner reality and truth are, and that she 

must worship God in this spirit and truth.  And share this 

truth with others. 



 

What are you truly thirsty for? Our physical thirst is only 

an echo of the way in which our hearts are meant to 

ache for God.  Our need for God in infinite.  It takes an 

infinite God to satisfy our needs.  That means that our 

capacity is infinite.  That also means that the things of 

this world will never satisfy us.  We are made for so 

much more than we realize. 

Let me give you an example of this.  I love a cup of 

coffee.  But eventually that cup of coffee will come to an 

end.  It will get cold.  If I try to fill my inner most longing 

with a cup of coffee, I will always be disappointed.  If I 

place coffee, or anything else, on the altar of my life as 

an idol, there will never be enough to satisfy me. Only 

God can satisfy that longing, that thirst within me.  If I 

place God first in my life, then everything else falls into 

place.  My cup of coffee then becomes an icon…a way to 

experience God.  That our Lord and Savior of the World 

provided me with this delicious warm cup of coffee just 

for me.  Because He loves me.  And that everything is a 

gift. 

So now what?  We need to ask God to give us a drink…to 

fill this longing in our hearts.  This is the way Jesus 



himself taught us to pray in the “Our Father.” He gave us 

full permission to ask for what we need, to request of 

God our daily bread.  It’s also a prayer for God to walk 

with us. It’s an honest admission that none of us rely only 

on ourselves. This makes me think of a psalm that we 

often sing here in Church…”My soul is thirsting for you O 

Lord, thirsting for you my God.” 

We need God. Will we be brave enough to ask God for a 

drink when we need it? 

This week, we might imagine ourselves at the well or in 

the wilderness. What are you thirsting for? How do we 

acknowledge our thirst?   

For all disciples in every age, Jesus is the one whom we 

must trust to grasp us, raise us up from our fears and 

lead us to the living water.   

Like the characters in our Lenten scriptures,                                             

we are also seeking many things:  clarity, connection, 

wonder, justice, balance.   

But ultimately, we are thirsting for God and He alone will 

quench our thirst.  We only need to ask.   


