
 
 

Right on Money – Week I  
 
Fill in this blank…  
The topic of money makes me feel-------------------------  
 
What emotions immediately surface? 
The topic of money makes me feel -------------------------. 
 

- Stressed: I don’t know what’s happening with the 
economy 

- Anxious:  to make more money. 
- Guilty: because I’m a spender. 
- Ashamed:  I have so much, and many people have so 

little.  
- Jealous: because I have so little, and others have so 

much. 
- Confused: because there are so many requests   
- Inadequate: because I have not handled it well so far 
- Worried: that I won’t have enough for my family’s 

needs 
 
And finally…Annoyed:  It’s none of your business how 
I feel about money.  

 
Let’s face it…money is not necessarily a topic  
that fosters positive emotions. 
 
We know we need it. So obviously we want it. 



 
 

We think about it, we think about it a lot.  
But we don’t want to obsess about it. 
 
We work for it, perhaps we work hard for it. We’ve 
earned it, we deserve what we’ve got, but it’s hard to 
reconcile with so much poverty around the world 
 
Most of us try and use it wisely and then sometimes 
find ourselves not being so wise, spending rashly or 
stupidly. 
 
We want to be secure and take care of our family. 
We want our kids to have every advantage money can 
buy but we do not want to overindulge them. 
 
We want to be comfortable and live well,  
We want to be thought of as living well and being 
comfortable. We also want to be generous. 
 

That’s a lot to think about…so it is little wonder  
we might sometimes feel conflicting, sometimes 
negative emotions when it comes to money. 
 
Then, of course, when you bring the topic up in 
Church, that’s just like throwing gasoline on the fire. 
Most of us have not had good experiences  
hearing about money in Church… 



 
 

engendering even more negative emotions,  
like annoyance and anger. 
 
Often fundraising appeals rely on guilt. 
In many parishes, multiple fundraisers sow confusion 
about who to support or where to give. And as 
preached from the pulpit, the sum total of the church’s 
message on money can come across: we need more. 
 

Today we are launching a brand-new message series 
called “Right on the Money – In God we trust”  
 
All those negative emotions about money… 
all those negative experiences about money in church  
are exactly why most pastors actually don’t want to 
talk about money at all. Myself included.  
And for a long time I didn’t. But that was wrong. 
 
Because Jesus said a great deal about money.  
He had more to say about money than He said about 
religion, the Church, Heaven and Hell, marriage and 
family life.   
He had more to say about money than any other topic. 
Besides which, in parable after parable, He uses 
money to illustrate His point…as we’ll see in a 
moment. 
 



 
 

He talked about it because He knows  
• how much stress and tension it can cause in our lives 

and in our relationships.   
• how easily worry and concern for it                          

dominates our thoughts and directs our lives. 
• how love for it can hold our hearts.  

 
Jesus understood the real value and the proper place  
it should have in our lives.  
 
Just like every other issue,  
everything Jesus teaches about money  
is for our benefit and welfare.  
So Jesus taught about money,  
but He never asked anyone for any.  
 
That’s because, when it comes to your finances,  
Jesus doesn’t want something from you;  
he wants something for you.  
 
So as we begin this series it is important for me  
to emphasize that there is no “ask”  
coming at the end of this series. There is no “gotch-ya.” 
We are not using this series to launch a capital 
campaign, run a stewardship program, or raise money 
in any way… 
 
So, you can relax… 



 
 

You don’t need to hold onto your wallet because the 
focus of this series is about helping us get our money 
right. 
Because, and here’s the series in a sentence:  

how we handle money 
and how we follow Jesus go hand in hand. 

 
Today we are going to dig into this topic by looking at 
probably the most famous parable  
that Jesus ever taught.  
 
One of the amazing things about the parable  
is that you can read it over and over again  
and find a new insight. Hopefully this message  
will provide you with a new insight. 
 
Specifically, we’re going to look at what the parable 
says about money. It teaches us about  
two keyways we can get money wrong.  
Each of us is probably prone 
to one category or the other.  
And the story goes like this: 
 
A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father,  
“Father give me the share your estate that should come to me.” 
Luke 15:11-12a 

 
 



 
 

Two sons: the younger demands the cash value  
of his share of the father’s estate  
which normally would have been divided  
between the sons at their father’s demise. 
He wants it now. 
 
Essentially, he’s telling his father “You are dead to me.  
My relationship with you means absolutely nothing 
beyond the cash value.” 
 
While this sounds extreme, unfortunately, people 
choose money over people all the time.  
• friendships are broken  
• siblings are torn apart  
• marriages are ruined over money.  
 
Sad, but sadly quite common, not necessarily shocking. 
The shocking part is the next verse 
 
So, the father divided the property between them. 
Luke 15:12 

 
The shocking thing is that the father  
agrees to this unholy request, 
dividing the property between them.  
Notice it says property.  
The father didn’t have liquid assets  
Because his wealth was in property and livestock.  



 
 

 
He had to sell off part of his land  
to meet his son’s demand for money.  
And to lose property in that culture  
was to lose status and honor.  
The father does it anyway.  
 
After a few days, the younger son collected all his belongings  
and set off to a distant country  
where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation.  
Luke 15:13-15 

 
The younger son takes the money and runs.  
 
When it comes to money, I guess you could say, 
broadly speaking, there are basically  
two types of people.  
There are the spenders and the savers.  
You know who you are.  
 
Savers are more serious, spenders have more fun. 
Our culture rewards savers,  
as intellectually and even morally superior 
to those of us who are more relaxed about spending. 
At the same time, everything in our culture 
encourages spending,  
in sometimes powerful even manipulative ways.  
We live in the tension  



 
 

between those conflicting realities. 
 
The story goes on… 
 
When he had freely spent everything,  
a severe famine struck that country, and he found himself in dire need. 
Luke 15:13-15 

 
Turns out the guy isn’t just a spender 
he’s a squanderer. He foolishly squanders his 
inheritance on a life of dissipation, debauchery and 
decadence. And one day it was all gone,  
and his timing was unfortunate to boot.  
He’s broke and out of luck…what happens? 
 
So, he hired himself out to one of the local citizens  
who sent him to his farm to tend the swine.  
And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the swine fed,  
but nobody gave him any. 
Luke 15:15-16 

 
For a Jew to tend swine was an inconceivable indignity  
used here for story telling purposes to suggest an 
extreme scenario… the guy has sunk as low as he can 
possibly go. 
 
Few of us probably has ever experienced  
this kind of extreme…but most all of us  
have made mistakes when it comes to money. 



 
 

And we’ve experienced  
the consequences of our mistakes. 
 
And along with those consequences can come negative 
emotions, like fear and guilt… 
Perhaps humility, but humility is not necessarily a bad 
thing. 
 
With humility, the younger son comes to his senses  
and realizes his plan has led to nothing good.  
 
Coming to his senses he thought,  
‘How many of my father’s hired hands  
have more than enough food to eat, but here am I dying from hunger.  
I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him,  
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  
I no longer deserve to be called your son;  
treat me as you would one of your hired workers.” 
Luke 15:17-19 

 
The younger son finally has the sense and the humility 
not only to return to his father and acknowledge the 
father’s authority. 
 
He can’t pay back his debt or undue what he’s done 
but he can return to the father  
and return the father to his proper place. 
 
 



 
 

While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him,  
and was filled with compassion. 
Luke 15:20 

 
While the son was greedy  
and loved money more than his father,  
the father is generous  
and loves his son more than his property,  
his money, his honor.  
 
But his father ordered his servants,  
“Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him;  
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  
Take the fatted calf and slaughter it. The let us celebrate with a feast, 
because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again;  
he was lost, and has been found.’ Then the celebration began. 
Luke 15:22-24 

 
It is not the son’s repentance  
that restores the father’s love; it has always been 
there. Rather, his repentance allows him to receive, to 
experience the father’s love. 
 
End of story…not quite, actually. 
Many times, presentations on this parable  
end here. But as I said earlier,  
the parable is about two sons, in fact, two lost sons  
and two keyways we can get money wrong.  
Meet the older son. 



 
 

 
Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, 
 as he neared the house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. 
Luke 15:25 

 
Apparently, there are a number  
of differences between the two sons,  
as is often the case in many families.  
For one thing, the older son is a hard worker.  
 
He called the one of the servants and asked what this might mean. 
The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has returned  
and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf  
because he has him back safe and sound.’ 
He became angry, and when he refused to enter the house,  
his father came out and pleaded with him. 
Luke 15:26-28 

 
The older son now disrespects the father.  
The father’s throwing the biggest party he has ever 
thrown, and his own son refuses to come inside.  
His absence is conspicuous and embarrassing, so the 
father comes out to talk to him.  The older son says, 
 
“Look, all these years I served you 
and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a 
young goat to feast with my friends. 
But when this son of yours returns, who swallowed up your property 
with prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened calf.” 
Luke 15:28-32 



 
 

 
The older son is right of course,  
and most of us would be sympathetic to his position. 
But then again, there is a certain smugness,  
a certain self-righteous in his attitude.  
 
While the younger son shows that spenders can be 
foolish, the older son shows that savers can be smug 
and self-righteous.  
 
But that’s not the worst of it. Think about it. 
The older son treats the father  
the same as the younger son. 
Far beyond his disrespect, he places money  
above his relationship with the father. 
 
The younger son spent and squandered his money 
The older son earned and saved his money 
But for both, money was more important to them  
than their relationship with their father. 
 
While the older son is financially responsible,  
it’s become a cover for living apart from the father.  
 
Listen to what the father says  
lovingly and compassionately to his son.  
 



 
 

My son, you are with me always; everything I have is yours. 
Luke 15:31 

 
Everything I have is yours.  
Essentially the father is saying,  
“You think I have been holding out on you,  
but at any time, you could have taken  
anything you wanted and feasted with your friends.  
At any time, you could have used what is here  
for your enjoyment.”  
 
Then the father says, 
 
“Now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead 
and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.” 
Luke 15:32 

 
Jesus ends the parable there.  And we are left with two 
questions: 
Are we savers or spenders? And in either case, are we 
handling our money as if we don’t need God? 
 
This week for your homework,  
take some time in your quiet time to consider 
what is the number one negative emotion  
you experience when it comes to money?  
Stress? Guilt? Jealousy? Worry? Be honest.  



 
 

Start thinking about how it feels and how it would feel 
not to feel that feeling. 
Then come back next week for week two of the 
message series. 
 
The issue of money is never going away.  
Jesus knew that too.  
In fact, he wants his friends and followers  
to live in the tension between needing money  
and growing as his disciple.  
And he also wants us to learn to use money  
as a tool to follow Christ, love all, and grow disciples 
 
 


