
In the Beginning: Week 3 
Creation 2 
 
Today begins week 3 of a series that we are calling “In the beginning”.  In week 
one, you heard father say that Genesis was hard to read and understand. And he 
mentioned these terms Pantheism, Dualism, Gnosticism and he defined them 
(Thank God for that). He also talked about origins, where we came from and how 
we developed, how the world was created, and how we came into being. The 
second week, he talked about organization in how Genesis was going to tell us 
about our proper place in creation, and how he was a perfectionist in loading the 
dishwasher. So today in Genesis 2, we are going to talk about our origin, formation 
and our calling. We are going to look at creation a little more in depth. Especially 
the Second creation story. Yes, there are two stories; two very different stories that 
cannot really be reconciled historically or scientifically, but we will get back to that.  
 
Creation is real: God really created. There was nothing before God created. There 
was no field or shrub on earth and no grass of the field had sprouted for the Lord.  
God had sent no rain upon the earth and there was no man, to till the ground. As 
stated in Genesis 2:5. These stories communicated truths about creation but not in 
a literal way. As for these two different creation stories. They are totally aligned in 
matters of faith and theology.  
 
Both accounts envision God as the sole Creator who purposely undertook to create 
this world, but you might ask why? Well, our old Catechism answers that question, 
with this response: “God made us to show forth His goodness and to share with us 
His everlasting happiness in Heaven.” By creating the world God did not increase 
His own happiness, since he was infinitely happy from all eternity, but He did 
manifest His Glory externally by sharing His goodness. Then he created man to 
manifest His Glory in a special way.  
 
The account that our Bible gives us in Genesis is critical to our understanding of our 
faith, our God, ourselves and the world we live in. The two creation stories in the 
book of Genesis envision God as the sole Creator who purposely undertook to 
create this world. Both give humanity a place of honor in the structure of creation. 
Both see the human, male and female, to be social beings, created to exist for 
relationship; a relationship with God to show forth the glory of God for all depend 
on God for their existence. There are differences between the two in the style, and 



in the details. Seven days of creation in story 1 vs one day in this story, Man and 
woman at same time vs. man then woman from man in the second creation story.  
In Genesis 2:4 we read In the Day that the Lord made the earth and the 
heavens…First story: Heaven and Earth; second story Earth then Heaven.  First 
story: is more about our perspective / relationship from heaven More about living 
in the right relationship with God Second Story: fills in more about us living in the 
right relationship one another. 
 
AS we read this story today, we see that we are going to learn more about living in 
the right relationship with the world around us; to do that, we are going to talk 
about our calling. We all have callings. Sometimes we listen to our calling and 
sometimes we ignore that calling. “Calling,” It’s a word that we hear a lot in 
church…it’s a “Churchy” word.  You have a calling, meaning you have been sent, 
you have been chosen, you have a feeling that is hard to explain. The use of churchy 
words can create a gap for people who are new to our community. We exist for 
people who don’t go to church / who don’t like church. We have inside language, 
that communicates that “you don’t belong here”, that you are an out sider (my 
priest, my pew, my seat, our service, our goals, my offering, you’re new here, do 
you belong to any group? etc.) Hopefully we try not to use church words here to 
often, all are welcome. 
 
The word calling can be confusing.  Am I being called on the phone? I don’t hear it. 
Is someone calling my name? Is someone seeking me? who knows my name? We 
have questions? Do I feel called? How do I know if I have been called or not? First, 
if you are a Christian, we all have the same shared calling, and this sharing starts at 
our baptism and grows in strength and knowledge as we mature. If you are not a 
Christian, you have gifts, talents, personality, experiences, passions that make you 
unique.  God has given us a free will to choose your path in life.  Don’t be like those 
in the Gospel passage today, the ones that Jesus was amazed at their lack of faith.  
 
In Genesis 2:7 we read, “Then the Lord formed man from dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and the man became a living being.” 
Jesus really did form us, he fashioned and shaped us he molded us into his image 
and likeness.  Psalm 139 says, “I have formed you in your mother’s womb”, and it 
tells us that we are to give thanks to Our Lord for we are Fearfully and Wonderfully 
made. When we were made in secret my frame was not hidden from thee. I loved 
that verse, although I would like to be a little taller with a little more hair on top, 



but I am happy the way that I am because I have been made in his image and 
likeness. He really is the author of life.   
 
In Genesis 2-8-9, “we are told that the Lord God planted a garden and there he put 
man whom he had form. And that out of the ground the Lord God made to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the 
midst of the Garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.” Again, we see 
that creation is good, Oriented towards humans; good for us, our enjoyment and 
our sustenance. But something was missing, someone was needed to till and keep 
it.  In another words God created the garden, but he needed someone to work it. 
Here man received his calling to become a steward in God’s Garden.  
 
Here again in Genesis 2:18 Then the Lord said, “It is not good that man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” And we hear that God formed Eve 
from Adam’s side. Genesis 2:23 “This at last is bone of my side and flesh of my 
flesh.” So, that may raise a few questions… If man is made first, is he superior to 
woman? (I am walking on thin ice here) Not only is that wrong, but it is also not 
what these verses are saying, the point is that they are meant for each other; they 
are equal. Eve is made from the same substance that Adam was made of. Taken 
from Adam’s side to be side by side not one over the other.  
 
The message of the story is for them and us to experience the excitement, the joy 
of true companionship. They are made for each other. They are partners to Till and 
keep.  Remember the “Calling “ we are given in this story. The Lord took man and 
put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.  
 
Now we have someone to Till and to Keep the Garden in glorious condition The 
garden is heaven, and we are called to keep Gods garden in pristine condition, so 
that all may enjoy the fruits of their labor and God’s Glory for all eternity. Till and 
keep is a primary calling for each of us. Our job, regardless of our age, personality, 
our gifts, our status. Our primary calling is to Till and Keep. We can best show our 
gratitude to God for the precious gift of the true faith by holding fast to it ourselves, 
living upright and holy lives, and sharing our precious treasures with our churchless 
friends and neighbors.  
Till means to serve, to act in ways that improve the lives of others, to use the 
authority they have given to us for the good of others. Keep actually means to 
watch over, to guard.  We are created to serve and to keep. 



 
The implied truth here is that evil already exist in the world, even in the garden. We 
are called to protect the garden and each other.  In Jesus’ sermon on the Mount, 
he tells us that we are the light, we are the salt. We are the light in order to drive 
out the darkness. We are valuable, we are salt to preserve this world. We have 
been given a great responsibility. 
 
So, how do we do this? By refusing to gossip, to slander, to lie, cheat, steal. Refusing 
to let evil into our hearts, to guard are hearts, our thoughts, our words, our actions, 
against Pride, Envy, Bitterness, and selfishness. This is the action most helpful to 
our neighbor, and most meritorious for us and most pleasing to our Almighty God. 
This is our primary calling - serving others and watching over this world to keep it 
free from evil. 
 
Be on the lookout for an opportunity to live out your primary calling. This is your 
homework for the week, pray for an opportunity to arise when you can serve 
someone or protect someone from evil. Find a way to remind yourself of your 
primary calling. Post a note on your steering wheel, mirror in the bathroom, a 
reminder on your phone. Imagine if you could find a way to do what you have been 
designed to do every day of your life.  
 
Remember AS we celebrate this 4th. Of July, our freedom, our independence, our 
God given rights, let us use our freedom of choice to be the light, to serve others 
and protect them from evil.  Remember God Formed you.  He molded you.  He 
shaped you into his likeness and remember to read Geneses 3 for next week’s 
exciting continuation of In the Beginning.  


