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We Dare to Say 
Week 7 
 
Welcome everyone to the final week of WE DARE TO 
SAY. Thanks for joining us today. 
 
If this is your first time or you’d consider yourself new to 
our community, we’d love to meet you and welcome you 
to Holy Eucharist. We even have a gift for you. Be sure 
you stop by the Welcome Center in the Atrium by the 
Baptismal font before you leave. 
 
Today we’re wrapping up our series on the Lord’s Prayer 
with the final petition… 
LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM 
EVIL 
Sense of finality to this verse, for sure. 
There is also a sense of doom and gloom as well…after 
all, we are talking about temptation and evil. 
Jesus here is reminding us is that we live in a spiritual 
world. We often don’t think about it or recognize it, but 
of course we are beings made of body and spirit.  As a 
result, there are spiritual realities present around us all 
of the time. But just like a fish doesn’t see the water it is 
in, we don’t see the spiritual world. This can freak people 
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out a bit, but the reality is we are spiritual beings and evil 
is real and present in our world. 
 
In a way, the basic message of this petition is to expect 
opposition because there’s someone out there working 
against everything you just prayed for. 
 
Just look at Jesus’ own experience… 
In the Gospel of Matthew, right after Jesus’ Baptism, 
before He begins His ministry, the Evil One comes to 
tempt Him.   
As soon as Jesus arrives to do good, evil is there to 
oppose. 
 
This happens to us too. 
 
For instance, we put a lot of planning into our online 
experience especially for Christmas and Easter.  We test 
everything out and then, for some inexplicable reason, a 
video glitch or audio problem will interfere; it’s like the 
evil one doesn’t want us to have a good online 
experience. 
 
If it wasn’t so predictable and consistent it would be 
easier to dismiss and write off as a coincidence.  
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And really, whenever it seems like we’re on the verge of 
doing something to grow the church or impact lives, 
some distraction, some issue, some bad thing will 
suddenly emerge. 
 
We are opposed. This petition is reminding us that we’re 
opposed. Now the opposition can take different forms. 
Scripture talks about the WORLD, the FLESH and the 
DEVIL 
Talking about the individual believer’s life, Paul in his 
letter to the Ephesians says 
 

You were dead in your transgressions and sins in which 
you once lived following the age of this world, following 

the ruler of the power of the air... 
 

All of us once lived among them in the desires of our 
flesh, following the wishes of the flesh and the 

impulses... 
Ephesians 2:1-3 

 
What does all that mean? 
 
When it comes to the world, we are tempted by the 
pleasures and messages the world offers us. Nearly all of 
the messages of the world are negative, fear based, and 
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materialistic… you’re not happy and you need this or that 
to be happy. We are so plugged in that we are never 
more aware of all that we do don’t have. This awareness 
creates discontentment .  The world is doing a pretty 
good job at tempting us, so we need to be on guard 
against those temptations.   
 
When it comes to our flesh, let me be clear, it’s not that 
our physical bodies are evil – that’s not true. Everything 
that gives us pleasure is not evil, absolutely not. BUT, we 
are fallen. Because of original sin, we all have a sinful 
nature that tends towards evil. And we are tempted to 
short-term gratification, we are tempted to satisfy our 
cravings and desires and to put our wants and needs 
above others and above God. 
 
And finally, the devil is real, and he often attacks us in 
our thoughts. C.S. Lewis writes about temptation his 
book the Screwtape Letters. He writes from the 
perspective of a devil working with a young demon-in-
training… it says, “It is funny how mortals always picture 
us as putting things into their minds, in reality our best 
work is done by keeping things out.” The devil will do 
whatever he can to keep us occupied, idle, distracted 
from what is truly important. Again, the point is, be on 
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the lookout and vigilant towards distractions and 
temptations. 
 
We need to be reminded of all this, because when we’re 
not alert, we can succumb to temptation. Here’s the 
thing, you can be IN the will of God and still get tempted. 
Just because we are facing opposition or adversity does 
not mean it is a sign that we’re on the wrong path – 
absolutely not! Quite to the contrary, things can get 
difficult when we’re doing exactly what we’re supposed 
to be doing.  
 
For our part, it’s important that we be aware of these 
things because they’re coming our way. Trials, tests, 
temptations are coming. Using the metaphor of fire St. 
Augustine said, “We’re not praying not to be touched by 
the fire, we’re praying not to be consumed by it.” 
 
And so, we are to pray for protection. Jesus wants us to 
be alert and prayerful about it, asking and praying to not 
fall into it. Lead us not into temptation is a petition that 
God would not allow us to fall into temptation. Just to be 
clear, God is not the one tempting us, but He does allow 
us to be tempted so that we lean on Him.  He is the one 
who can lead us to avoid temptation. So we pray for 
protection to endure what is headed our way. 
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And the final part of the petition DELIVER US FROM EVIL 
points our eyes forward and upward…. Because God is a 
deliverer. As we end the prayer, we end in hope as we 
look to the future. The Lord HAS delivered us and He 
WILL deliver us again.  
 
The defining act for the nation of Israel was their 
deliverance from captivity and slavery. We are praying 
and believing that God is in the process of delivering us 
again from this present age to greater glory. So in the 
end, we look to eternity – we look to the day when we 
will be ultimately delivered. We look to the day when His 
Name WILL BE hallowed by all, when His Kingdom WILL 
HAVE come, and His Will WILL be done from east to 
west, north to south. And on that note, the prayer ends. 
 
So, congratulations, you made it! Together, we made it 
through all the words of the prayer.  
 
So, what do we do with this? 
Is this just like any series we stream?  
Binge this one and see what’s next…  
I hope not, because the aim is that we are different after 
every message series than we were before. 
So how are we different? 
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Well… let’s go back to the beginning. 
 
When we started the message series, we said the 
problem we have when it comes to the Lord’s Prayer is 
that the frequency with which we pray it leads us to a 
familiarity which easily becomes mechanical and dull… 
That’s where we started, but as we walked through the 
prayer, we gave fresh meaning to each petition. 
 
But what if the frequency isn’t the problem? 
What if frequency is actually the biggest opportunity? 
The Didache, an ancient text that reflects on the Lord’s 
Prayer, recommends praying the prayer 3x a day.  
 
What if we prayed the Lord’s Prayer not less frequently 
but more frequently remembering what we talked about 
in this message series? 
 
What if we pray this prayer more often and allow the 
words to change us?  What if we pray the prayer more 
often not just say it more often? 
 
Remember we’ve been saying all along that Jesus gave us 
these words to live by… 
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Let us never fall in the trap again of mindlessly reciting 
this beautiful prayer that Jesus gave us. 
If we really mean the words we say, really take our time 
with the prayer, it might totally change the way we pray 
and it might change the way we live. 
 
So, let us dare to say together… Our Father… 


