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We Dare to Say:  Week 4 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on Earth as it is in 
Heaven.  
 
Welcome to week 4 of our series “We Dare to Say” where 
we’re taking a look at the words Jesus gave us in response 
to the request “Lord, teach us how to pray.” His answer 
has become the most repeated words in all of Christianity: 
the Lord’s Prayer. The danger for us comes with our 
familiarity, so we’re taking these weeks to slow down and 
look at each phrase of the prayer so we can harness its 
power, that we might never pray this prayer in quite the 
same way again. 
 
The first words we looked at were “Our Father” as we saw 
just how astonishing it was for Jesus to teach us to pray to 
God as a father who is near and dear to His children.  
 
Then, we looked at “who art in heaven” and reflected on 
how God is reigning in heaven, sovereign and powerful 
and able to answer bold and audacious prayers. 
 
Last week, zeroed in on the first words of the second 
section: “hallowed be thy name.”  We saw that God’s 
name reflects who He is as our loving Father while 
“hallowed” means that God is holy and set apart.  When 



 2 

we think about God as He is, our Father who is all holy, it 
prompts us to worship Him.  Through this worship, we 
recognize that God is God, and we are not. 
 
We are headed into the fourth of July weekend.  It makes 
me think of vacations and long drives.  One thing that get 
under my skin is a back seat driver.  It is one thing for 
someone to give me directions from the back seat.  But Do.  
Not.  Mess. With my radio.  I love my Studio 54 station on 
Sirius XM.  I like my independence when I am in the 
driver’s seat.   
 
After all, our desire for independence is a part of our 
humanity. 
But Jesus, as we get into the heart of this prayer, is 
teaching us to confront that head on here. 
He instructs us to pray, 
“THY kingdom come, THY will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.” 
 
Jesus is saying that, in prayer, we should seek God’s 
kingdom and His will above our own will. 
 
So, let’s talk for a minute about the Kingdom of God and 
the will of God. 
What is it? 
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The Kingdom of God and the will of God are closely related. 
God’s Kingdom is where His will is followed. 
It is where His influence breaks into the world. 
God’s Kingdom is anywhere God rules or reigns. 
It is not so much a place but a verb. 
And it is a theme or a concept that is woven through the 
scriptures from cover to cover. 
 
In the first pages of Genesis, we read that after God 
created us, He gave us dominion and authority to RULE 
over creation. 
The first time this KINGDOM or REIGNING concept is 
introduced, WE are the ones who are supposed to share 
in it. 
God wanted to exhibit His reign over the earth through us 
It was His desire that our wills and desires would remain 
aligned with Him… 
that we would share the reign of God through our 
obedience to His will. 
 
But sure enough our rebellion, or desire for independence 
prevailed. 
God specifically said THIS is what is best for you, but we 
said NO THANK YOU! 
We would much prefer to define what is best for ourselves. 
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That wis perfectly exemplified at Babel, when we built our 
own kingdom, our own tower that attempted to ascend to 
heaven. 
 
And the rest of the story plays out in the Bible as a battle 
overrule and reign. 
God Himself wants to be Israel’s king but they insist on a 
human king. 
The stories of judges and kings and kingdoms are all 
examples of fighting over who is in charge and who is 
reigning. 
 
And the Israelite kingdom, in its dysfunction, eventually 
splits into north and south and both are destroyed. 
 
The story picks up in the New Testament when John the 
Baptist starts proclaiming, “Repent, the kingdom of God is 
at hand.” 
And sure enough, Jesus shows up and says, “The kingdom 
of God is among you.” 
The core part of His activity and teaching points to the 
kingdom of God.   

• He calls 12 disciples recalling the 12 tribes of 
Israel. 

• He teaches from the mountain bringing a new 
law for the new kingdom. 
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• The First beatitude He gives in the Sermon on the 
Mount is “blessed are the poor in spirit, theirs is 
the kingdom.” 

 
When Jesus taught, he spoke more about the kingdom 
than anything else to bring about the rule and reign of God 
in the hearts of His people. 
 
There are three things we should know about the Kingdom 
of God. 
 
First, God’s Kingdom has already come and it is still 
coming. 
 
The Kingdom has already arrived but is not yet complete. 
Jesus came to usher in God’s kingdom. But it is not fully 
here.  
Just like our faith journey for many of us, the whole of 
creation in the process of being sanctified but that work is 
not yet complete. Miracles and parables were signs of the 
kingdom. After His resurrection, we can live out kingdom 
principles, we can follow God and live in relationship with 
Him, but of course the world has not fully embraced 
kingdom principles. The “not yet” part will only be 
complete at Jesus’ second coming. 
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Second, God’s Kingdom is upside down. 
 
Jesus used many parables to teach that Kingdom 
principles are not our secular principles.  Jesus said in the 
Gospel of John: 
 
“My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of 
this world, my servants would be fighting so that I would 
not be handed over to the Jews. But now my kingdom is 
not from here.” 
John 18.36 

 
All of His teaching demonstrated what it looks like for God 
to rule and reign over your life.  In Jesus’ teaching: 

The Greatest is the least. 
The First is the last. 
The most prominent is the servant of all; 
The Landowner pays full wages to all workers no 

matter how long they worked in the field.  
and the son who squandered his inheritance is 

welcomed home by the father with love and dignity. 
 
Finally, third, God’s Kingdom is for our good. 
 
Not a trick, not a game, not a candid camera episode. 
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The following parable from the Gospel of Matthew 
illustrates this perfectly: 
 
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which someone found and hid, then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field. 
Matthew 13.44 
 
It’s like treasure… 
Hidden in a field 
It makes me think of someone with those metal detectors 
at the beach. 
It takes time and effort to find a treasure. 
It needs to be sought. That why we need to pray for it.  
 
Then In his joy 
God’s involvement in our lives produces joy. 
God’s will in our lives leads to our happiness. 
 
So much so that… 
He sells all that he has 
God’s kingdom is valuable; it’s worth it. 
God’s Kingdom is not a downgrade, it’s an upgrade 
God is for you. 
And His kingdom is for your good 
It’s worth whatever you give up in this world and more. 
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God’s Kingdom shows us a better way to live. 
 
So here in the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus is teaching us to desire 
this better way above our own way. 
He knows it runs in the face of our stubbornness and 
desire for independence. 
It’s not always what we want and 
It’s hard to do. 
But it’s best. 
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is again relating His prayer 
to His teaching when He says: 
 

Seek first the kingdom of God, and all else will be given 
to you 

 
Let Him define good for us as He originally intended. 
Let him rule and reign in our lives. 
And as we learn to pray, let His will be placed above our 
own will. 
We are to first worship God, then seek His way before 
finally getting to our own requests. 
 
So… wherever you are… 
 
Seek God’s Kingdom and desire God’s Kingdom above 
yours.   
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Jesus didn’t just teach this – He lived it. 
Everywhere He went, He was living out the upside-down 
nature of the kingdom. 
 
He made time for sinners, tax collectors, outcasts. 
He healed the sick, blind, lame, lepers. 
He loved those hard to love and forgave those who killed 
Him. 
 
He obeyed the Father when it was hardest – in the Garden 
of Gethsemane, He prayed to His Father “not my will but 
yours be done.” 
Who could ever imagine crucifixion to be a part of any 
kingdom plan? 
Yet God’s kingdom was ushered in through the surrender 
and self-sacrifice of its King. 

Jesus was given a crown, not of jewels but of thorns. 
He was given a robe, not of fine fabric but soaked in 

Blood. 
He was elevated, not on a throne but on a Cross. 

And in the end, the least became the greatest. 
The name of Jesus has been placed above every other 
name. 
May we come to see that putting God first truly is best 
May we have the faith to believe that as we desire God’s 
will more in our lives, the more we submit to His rule and 
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reign, the more we may receive joy and blessing in return.  
In this way, we participate in God’s plan to bring the 
Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
This week, I challenge you to seek God Kingdom through 
your prayer.  Ask for God to give you the desire for His will 
and Kingdom before your own wants and needs. 
 
One day, we will be in the presence of God, in a place of 
endless joy and peace where His will is carried out 
perfectly.  May He help us while we are here on earth to 
live out the Kingdom now. 
 


