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We Dare to Say 
Week 3 – Hallowed be thy name 
 
Welcome to week 3 of our series “We Dare to Say” where 
we’re taking a look at the words Jesus gave us in response 
to the request “Lord, teach us how to pray.” His answer 
has become the most repeated words in all of Christianity: 
The Lord’s Prayer.   Why are we looking at this prayer?  The 
danger for us with memorized payer is when we fall into 
saying it mechanically.  We’re taking these weeks to slow 
down and look at each phrase of the prayer so we can 
harness its power.  Hopefully, we never pray this prayer in 
the same way again. 
 
As we get into this series, we will look at this prayer as an 
incredible teaching because they’re not just words to 
recite but words to live by.  The prayer also shows us the 
way to pray, because, after all, this is not just a formula 
but a framework.  
 
The first words we looked at were “Our Father.” We saw 
how astonishing it was for Jesus to teach us to pray to God 
as a Father who is near and dear to His children. Last week, 
we looked at “who art in heaven” and reflected on how 
God is reigning in heaven, sovereign, and powerful and 
able to answer bold, audacious prayers. 
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Today, we’re moving onto the next phrase, and the next 
section of the prayer. The prayer can be broken down into 
sections.  We already covered the first section.  The first, 
is the direct address: “Our Father who art in heaven“ is all 
about addressing our prayers properly to our heavenly 
Father.  
 
The remaining two sections contains 6 petitions in 2 
sections. The first section of petitions are all God-centered 
prayers with all the “THYs”. And the last section of 
petitions contains world-centered prayers with all the 
“USs”. Remember Jesus teaching of the greatest 
commandment, love God and love others?  Here it is 
represented in His prayer, loving God and loving others. 
Today, we’re zeroing in on the first words of the second 
section: hallowed be thy name. 
 
Let’s look at these words “HALLOWED” and “NAME” a 
little more closely. 
 
NAME could be substituted for the word reputation. God’s 
name is who He is and how He is known. We can think 
about how some of us received our surnames from our 
ancestors.  Perhaps somewhere back in our ancestry 
someone was a carpenter or a miller, so the family’s name 
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became Carpenter or Miller. In the same way, the name 
of God is God himself, who He is and how He is known. In 
the OT he received different names: Yahweh Jireh, 
Yahweh Rapha, Yahweh Shalom… God provides, God heals, 
God is peace… all describing who He is and how He is 
known. 
 
And HALLOWING His name or reputation is all about 
holiness. “Hallow” means holy which comes with the 
connotation of separation or being set apart. God is set 
apart from us in that he is utterly and completely holy and 
pure. He is set apart and hallowing his name means to 
treat him as holy. 
 
When we pray this prayer, we tend to just plow through 
these lines. “Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be 
thy name” … But to say this line necessitates that we 
actually slow down to consider the holiness of God the 
Father, that we consider how set apart He is from us. 
Notice the tension inherent in these first few lines, God is 
near to us like a father but holy and separate from us in 
His wisdom and perfection. We are a friend of God and He 
is also our Lord. 
 
So if “hallowed be thy name” means to treat God as holy… 
how do we do that?  Through worship. 
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Worship means to give someone or something the honor 
and praise it deserves. And to worship God means to give 
Him our attention and affection and praise and glory, 
because He is perfectly holy and is worthy of our perfect 
worship. This line, this petition is praying that God is 
treated as holy IN us and BY us and THROUGH us. It means 
that we must participate and engage in the WORSHIP of 
God. 
 
I find it interesting to look back at our church’s history and 
tradition when it comes to participating in worship. As 
many of us know, it wasn’t too long ago that our corporate 
worship together on Sundays was conducted in a different 
language than what we spoke, Latin, and as a result, the 
sense of participation was somewhat limited. Going back 
further than that though, hundreds of years ago, the 
congregation was physically separated from the high altar 
and so often the congregation couldn’t see or hear or 
understand what was going on. The practice of people 
bringing private devotions to church, prayer books and 
rosaries to pray while Mass was going on, is really left over 
from a time when that was necessary because it was the 
only way to participate. Of course, now our liturgy has 
been updated and our church is embracing a much more 
congregational model for participatory worship. We are at 



 5 

the beginning of a new period in history for worship in the 
church, and it’s a good thing.   Worship is a natural 
expression of who we are, and it leads to a more fulfilling 
life. 
 
I love right now that gratitude is a major emphasis in 
current spirituality. Have you noticed that? People in and 
outside of Christian circles are really emphasizing 
gratitude, talking about how happy healthy people are 
grateful. And gratitude lists, and gratitude journals and 
the daily practice of gratitude are all really popular right 
now.  And this is a good thing.  But Jesus takes this a step 
further.  Through this prayer, He’s saying hallowing, 
praising, thanking, worshiping God is what we should be 
doing; it’s a key to a more fulfilling life.  Not only that, but 
it’s also a key to a more effective life, because it reinforces 
our proper relationship with God and the world. God is 
God and we are not.  This leads me to my next point… 
 
Hard truth here… you probably are already aware of this… 
here in the western world, we have the real danger of 
forming a God-complex. By that I mean, when you and I 
wake up in the morning, we don’t need anything… food, 
clothing, shelter, transportation, technology, 
communication… it’s all at our fingertips. We are self-
sufficient. Of course, independence is a good thing, but it 
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goes too far when we think we are fully self-sufficient, 
when we think we don’t need anyone or anything 
else…even God. When we take it that far, we put undue 
stress and tension and pressure on ourselves that we are 
not meant to carry. Listen to this woman’s experience of 
prayer…  
 

“Before I began the regular practice of worship, 
when I prayed, I would run right to my list of 
requests, and the more I went through all the 
problems and needs, the more anxious and 
burdened I would become. Now I’ve started 
spending time thinking about how good and wise 
God is, and how many prayers he has answered of 
mine in the past. And now when I get to my own 
needs, I find I can put them in HIS hands and I feel 
the burden coming OFF me rather than on me.” 

 
When we worship God, it reorients our relationship with 
Him and the world. When we worship Him, God gets 
bigger and bigger, and our world, our problems, our fears 
and doubts and worries get smaller and smaller. And as a 
result, we can offer our prayers to God who is in control, 
not us, and we can live humbly in relationship with Him, 
not putting the pressure of total self-sufficiency upon 
ourselves. 
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For these reasons, and so many more, worship is a 
POWERFUL tool for Christian living. It gives God what He 
deserves, and it helps us to live as we were intended to 
live. And you know who else understands how powerful 
worship is… the devil. Satan knows full well what worship 
can do for us. The worship of God is one of the things he 
hates the most. Perhaps you remember the story of the 
temptation of Jesus in the Gospels, when the devil meets 
Him at a point of weakness out in the desert. He tries to 
tempt Jesus 3 times and the final, the ultimate temptation 
– the devil’s best shot, is this…  
 

Then the devil took him up to a very high mountain, 
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in their 
magnificence, and he said to him, “All these I shall 
give to you, if you will prostrate yourself and worship 
me.” 
Matthew 4.8-9 

 
The devil was willing to give up the world if he could only 
distract Jesus from the true worship of the Father. The 
devil knows that if he can keep us from worshiping God, 
he has us just where he wants us. 
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Where our worship goes, where our hearts go is where we 
go. It is true for us individually, and it’s true for us as a 
community and as a society as well. The petition 
“hallowed be thy name” is not just a cry for personal 
worship but for world-wide worship. We are praying that 
God’s name be hallowed in our homes, our 
neighborhoods, our culture, our country. I can’t think of a 
bolder and more needed prayer in our world right now 
than “hallowed be thy name”, Lord. That’s how powerful 
worship is. 
 
Where this becomes practical for us is in the placement of 
this petition within the prayer.  Note, this is the FIRST 
petition of the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus is teaching us to 
worship first. When we pray, we are to worship first.  
 
And so as we wrap up today, I want to challenge you, to 
Worship before you ask. 
 
So, what does this look like? 
 
Here in Church, I encourage you to SING when you come 
to Mass. It sounds simple but lifting your voice and your 
heart to God prepares you to offer yourself to God in 
worship. The music is here to lead us all in song…so SING.   
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Now the personal challenge…We are meant to ask in 
prayer, absolutely, but before you do, take time to thank 
and praise and glorify God. When you sit down to pray, 
start a phrase or a sentence.  Maybe it sounds like 
this…God, before I ask, I adore You for who You are, and I 
thank You for that…  
 
Worship before you ask. Sing when you’re here. Praise 
Him before you ask for something from Him.  
 
Worship is powerful. St. Augustine said, “Our hearts are 
restless until they rest in you.” And when we worship, we 
are directing our hearts and minds to rest in God. We give 
Him what He deserves, and we are blessed by praying and 
living the way He taught us. 


