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Week 7: Love Lives  
 
Welcome to the final week of our “Love Lives” message series. Today, we 
celebrate the Ascension of the Lord and the last Sunday in the season of Easter.  
 
In the course of this series, we’ve seen how Jesus was love in action. Of course, as 
we all know, loving others does not always guarantee a loving response. Jesus 
acted with perfect love and what was the result? His enemies sentenced him to 
death. It looked like love had failed because love died that day on the cross. But 
then something happened that no one expected. Jesus conquered death. Easter is 
the celebration that love lives. God is love and love lives.  
 
Through a relationship with Jesus Christ and His grace we can access the power to 
love the people around us the way we really want to love them. Easter says we 
can access that love. And that’s what this series is all about. To love as God loves 
we talked about seeing people as God sees them. We looked at what love looks 
like when it comes to disagreements and divisions. To love as the Lord loves, we 
will be the first to bring peace and reconciliation in our relationships. We also said 
that to really love others, we have to bring grace and truth to the relationship; we 
love people as they are, but we want to love them enough to help them grow.  
 
Then, we looked at love as expressed in action and service. We argued that if you 
are going to grow in love, it requires service on other people’s behalf. And, I tried 
to convince you that that one of your best opportunities for serving and putting 
love in action is right here in your parish. To that end, I encourage you to sign up 
for Match Point to get “matched” with a ministry to serve in. Remember: Match 
Point is next Sunday morning at 11:45am after the 10:30am Mass. Join us.  
 
Last week, we discussed that God’s love language is sacrificial love and that we 
are to “be loved” by Him and then “be love” to others. Today we’re wrapping up 
our Easter series… As Christians, we understand that the love of God is missional. 
God loves us for who we are, but God also wants us to share in His love by going 
out and joining in His mission. That’s why we’ve been saying “Love Lives” – God’s 
aim is that His love will continue to live in us.  
 
Today as we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord, we read about that missional 
love of God as He sends His disciples out into the whole world to “proclaim the 
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Gospel to every creature.” And with the Ascension, with this sending that we read 
about, something entirely new is introduced… For us today, Jesus sends His 
disciples with instruction which required a new way of thinking and behaving – 
it was the introduction of something that would change their worlds; it would 
challenge their assumptions and expectations in a big way.   
 
Today’s first reading was from Acts of the Apostles. The Acts of the Apostles tells 
us about what happened after Jesus appeared to the apostles. So… previously on 
LOVE LIVES… Jesus was killed, 3 days later He rose from the grave, He appeared to 
individuals, small groups and great crowds, and today we’re going to read about 
one of these appearances. We read, “while meeting with them, he enjoined them 
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait” (Acts 1.4)   
 
He appears to them many times after the Resurrection. At one of these 
appearances, He gives them an instruction, to stay in Jerusalem…And let me just 
say one thing here… I think we sometimes oversimplify and misrepresent God’s 
ability to speak to us. I think we tend to think that the only instruction God gives 
in our lives is “GO”. He told Abraham to GO, he told Moses to GO, if God is 
speaking, He’s telling us to GO. But God can say more than a few words. God can 
instruct us in a number of ways, and here His instruction is to “stay” and “wait”. 
So, if you’re trying to discern God’s will for your life, I just want you to know that 
God doesn’t ever only tell people to GO. Your instruction might be to stay, or 
wait, or something else entirely. Okay, my little tangent is over.  
 
Jesus tells His apostles to stay and wait for the Holy Spirit to come. At this point, it 
is not clear that the apostles understand the role of the Holy Spirit because they 
react with a question. They asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1.6) In other words… “ARE WE THERE YET?”  
 
This is an important question because it has some key words in it Let’s focus on 
the word “Kingdom.” The mission He is sending them out on is the mission to 
build the Kingdom of God. Jesus specifically used the word “kingdom” many, 
many times throughout His ministry. His apostles had heard Him say this, but it’s 
not a stretch to say they don’t entirely understand what He means.  The word 
Kingdom was confusing to them, and it can be confusing to us. When we think of 
a kingdom, we think of kings and queens, a physical territory, potentially with 
walls and boundaries and stuff… But that’s not what Jesus meant when He used 
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the word “kingdom.” It was not a physical kingdom but a spiritual kingdom. God’s 
Kingdom is anywhere God rules and reigns. Namely, in our hearts and over our 
lives. God wants to bring His Kingdom into your life. He wants to be the King of 
your heart. Back to the apostles, they were still expecting a physical kingdom 
because they ask, are you going to restore the kingdom at this time?  
 
Let’s look at the words “At this time” They were looking for some magic trick 
where He’s going to introduce some sweeping change and turn the tables. And 
it’s going to happen suddenly. Let’s listen again to the question; they ask, “Lord, 
are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” And they thought 
God’s mission only included Israel. After all, for hundreds and hundreds of years 
Israel had been God’s chosen people. The way God operated was that the Jews 
were to follow Him, and because they did, they were to succeed and thrive, and 
everyone else, well, not so much. Back to the question again, “Lord, are you at 
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” “You” implied here too is that 
Jesus would do it.  
 
So, we see in this question all the things the disciples are thinking. What are they 
thinking? They think that the Kingdom is physical, that Jesus is the one that will 
restore it, that the kingdom is for Israel only, that it will happen quickly.  
 
Let’s see how Jesus responds, “He answered them, ‘It is not for you to know the 
times or seasons that the Father has established by his own authority.’” (Acts 1.7) 
Another translation “I’LL TELL YOU WHEN YOU’RE OLDER”  
 
He goes on to say, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1.8) 
 
He flips their expectations with this reply. The Kingdom? It’s spiritual not physical. 
Who is going to do it? You are! How are you going to do this? Through the 
promise and power of the Holy Spirit. And most of all. Don’t miss this. Who is it 
going to include? Everyone! Not just Israel. Yes, everyone starting in your own 
city, and extending and going to the ends of the earth.  
 
This is so hard for us to appreciate how challenging this would have been to hear. 
But Jesus tells them how His Kingdom is going to be. So, what does that mean for 
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us here today? It means that Church is not about the building; it’s about the 
people. The Kingdom of God is a growing movement, and it’s happening now. The 
message is for the world, not just for church people. And guess who is sent to 
spread the Good News? You are!  
 
So Church, we have to remember how this all started and what we’re a part of. 
The Kingdom of God is supposed to be a growing spiritual movement carried out 
by His followers that exists for the world. And this is the perfect conclusion to this 
series because it not only sends us out into the world to love the people around 
us by sharing the Good News, but it also sets us up for the next series, which is all 
about our neighborhoods. Next week, we’ll be starting a new series. It’s called 
“Next Door: The Art of Neighboring.” When I think of this upcoming series, I 
surely think of Mr. Rogers. Even if you’re not a church person, even if you’re not 
sure about all of this God stuff, you want your neighborhood to be a great place 
to live – so join us as we begin next week.  
 
Remember what Jesus says in Acts today, “But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." Notice how Jesus 
sends them to first extend their love to Jerusalem. He tells them to start with 
their neighborhood. As His disciples, that’s our call too. We have work to do.  


