
 
 

Love Lives I: Easter Sunday Happy Easter.  
 
This a very special day for us as we celebrate Easter in the Parking Lot and 
online as well. If this is your first time joining us, we are so glad you are here.  
 
This day is also special because we are beginning a brand-new message series. 
As a parish, we take a topic and over a series of weeks delve into that topic. 
The series we are starting today is called “Love Lives”. Here are two things I 
know about each and every one of you here. First fact…you want to be a 
person that truly loves the people in your life. You want the people in your life 
to feel the love you have for them. This is why you go to a great deal of effort 
to spend time with them.  
 
You are the one that brings your friends and family together, even if it 
happens online. Maybe you express this love by buying gifts and presents for 
them. Or you may like to show your love by giving words of encouragement. 
You are constantly pointing out the great things you see your friends and 
family doing. Maybe you are really good at showing love through physical 
touch. You are a hugger. The people around you experience your love and 
concern for them through your hugs. You may express love through acts of 
service. When you have a friend in need, you are right there. If you are here 
today at Holy Eucharist or joining us online, you probably are someone who 
wants to love the people around you.  
 
Here’s a second fact I know about you. You don’t always love the people 
around you as much as you want. Even though you have a desire to express 
love for the people you love, you often fall short. You find yourself being self-
centered and doing what you want rather than making the loving choice. For 
example, while you want to love your spouse, you wind up spending time 
apart or saying mean critical things at just the wrong times. You want your 
kids to feel your love and affection, but more often than you like you find 
yourself yelling or being critical of them. You want to serve your co-workers, 
classmates, or friends, but when there are opportunities to sacrifice for them, 
you wind up serving yourself.  
 
Unfortunately, we don’t love people the way we want to love them. We want 
to do better, but not sure we have the knowledge or wisdom to do so. If that 
describes you then you picked the perfect weekend to come to Church.  
 



 
 

Easter is all about accessing the power to love better. We see this described in 
the reading we heard from the Acts of the Apostles. Acts of the Apostles tells 
the story of the early Christian Church. It shows how Jesus established the 
Church to be a movement of God’s love in the world.  
 
The movement shattered the idea that God’s love is just for certain groups of 
people. They shattered the idea that God’s love is for just a certain nationality, 
religious people, church people, or good people. The movement worked to 
shatter the idea that God’s love is dependent upon our actions or behaviors. It 
worked to shatter the idea that God loves you when you do good, but doesn’t 
love you if you sin or do wrong.  
 
In the passage we are looking at today, Peter shares about Jesus and his life to 
a man named Cornelius and his family so that he better understands this 
movement of God’s love.  
 
Peter says, “You know what has happened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and power.” Acts 10:37-38a  
 
Everyone in that area of the world knew about Jesus. Crowds of people would 
come out to hear Jesus preach and teach but they also witnessed how 
powerful he was. However, his power and strength did not come simply from 
his position. He had no position of authority. His power went beyond physical 
power; there was a spiritual power. It was a power that came from deep 
within him, that came from who he was.  
 
Peter continues, “He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by 
the devil. We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and 
in Jerusalem.” Acts 10:38-39a  
 
Peter says that he went about doing good. Jesus was and is love in action. He 
brought power to stand up for the lowly and defended them. He had a power 
and ability to develop relationships with people unconnected to God. He had a 
power that enabled him to feed thousands of people with simply five loaves 
and two fish. He healed people who were sick, even those with leprosy who 
were outcasts. Through his power, Jesus challenged the corrupt religious 
systems that were oppressing people. He taught and encouraged people to 
give to the poor. He lovingly challenged people to get rid of self-defeating 



 
 

behaviors. All of this came from a power not of position, but an internal, 
spiritual power that came from within him.  
 
Whenever you see Jesus in the Gospels, you see love in action. Sometimes his 
love was kind, sometimes his love was gentle and sometimes it was fierce and 
challenging. But every time you see Jesus, you see love in action. And so we 
would assume that since Jesus was love in action that he would have been met 
by positive feelings by everyone. We would also assume that if someone loves 
others, does good and brings healing to a broken world that person will be 
accepted and loved by all. But that’s not the way this world works, does it?  
 
We live in a broken and fallen world. We live in a world where good things 
happen to bad people and bad things happen to good people. You can do good 
and people might not like you. You can do good and people will criticize you. 
The world is fallen and so people who do good are not always appreciated.  
 
This is what happened to Jesus. Jesus acted with perfect love and Peter 
reminds us of what happened to Jesus. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree. - Acts 10:39b  
 
Who are “they”? “They” were the Jewish religious leaders and the Roman 
political leaders as well as a mob of Jesus’ own people. The leaders were 
threatened by Jesus. They were threatened by his teaching and by his good 
works. His popularity. They were jealous and envious of him. They killed Jesus 
by nailing him to a cross. Jesus loved and yet he was sentenced to die by the 
most agonizing death possible. It looked like liked love had died; love had 
failed. Darkness celebrated as though love had lost. It looked like jealousy, 
anger, positional power, corruption, pride, greed and envy had triumphed 
over love.  
 
That’s the way this world often appears. It seems that darkness and death 
defeat light and life. We see acts of terrorism and violence that seem so 
unnecessary. We witness acts of poverty and injustice. We become afraid of 
each other behind our masks. It all seems so hopeless.  
 
That’s the way Peter and others who followed Jesus felt the day he died. They 
had put their hope in him for a better world and when he died, their hopes 
and dreams were dashed. It looked like love had lost. But then something 



 
 

happened - something that no one expected. Something no one saw coming, 
not in million years.  
 
Peter tells us, This man God raised on the third day Acts 10:40 a 
 
Jesus didn’t stay dead. Jesus conquered death. On Easter Sunday, Jesus 
emerged from the grave victorious over sin and death. He who is love in action 
could not be defeated or kept down. Easter Sunday is the celebration that love 
lives. God is love and he lives. It is the celebration that love and light are 
greater than death and darkness.  
 
Furthermore, it is a celebration that the same power that gave Jesus the ability 
to love others is available to us. Through a relationship with Jesus Christ and 
the help of his grace, we can access the power to love the people around us the 
way we really want to love them. And that’s what this series is all about.  
 
So, I would ask you all to take two actions steps as we begin this message 
series. First, commit to join us in this series. Over the next few weeks, we are 
going to look at how we can access the power to love the people in our lives 
the way we desperately want to love them. The answer is not to try harder 
and through sheer will power, but by letting God’s power flow through us in a 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 
The second action connects with the renewal of our baptismal promises which 
will take place in moment. Today, we return to a very ancient tradition as we 
invite those baptized to renew the promises of their baptism as they are 
sprinkled with the water of life. Every effort will be made to get you as wet as 
possible. Even if you’re not baptized you can participate. It’s a way of 
recommitting, or even committing for the very first time to a loving 
relationship with the living Lord. It is a way to connect to Jesus and his power 
to love people the way you want to love.  
 
The promise of Easter is the promise that love lives.  


