
 
 

Love Lives - Week 2  
 
We continue our celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord on this Second 
Sunday of Easter. And we are in the second week of a series for the Easter season 
we are calling “Love Lives.” Last week, on Easter Sunday, we saw how Jesus was 
love in action. Sometimes his love was kind and gentle, sometimes his love was 
challenging and fierce, but every time you see Jesus, you see love in action. Of 
course, as we all know, loving others does not always guarantee a loving 
response; you can do good, and people might not like you or criticize you. This is 
what happened to Jesus. Jesus acted with perfect love and what was the result? 
His enemies sentenced him to death. It looked like liked love had failed, because 
love died that day on the cross. It looked like love lost. But then something 
happened – something that no one expected. Something no one saw coming. 
Jesus conquered death.  
 
On Easter Sunday, Jesus emerged from the grave victorious over sin, death, 
darkness, hatred, jealousy and violence. He who is love in action could not be 
defeated. Easter is the celebration that love lives. God is love and he lives. It is the 
celebration that love and light are greater than death and darkness. It is a 
celebration that the same power that gave Jesus the ability to love others is 
available to us. Through a relationship with Jesus Christ and His grace, we can 
access the power to love the people around us the way we really want to love 
them. Our efforts to love others based on only our own efforts and good 
intentions often disappoint. Loving them through the power that comes from the 
love of God in our hearts is a very different approach. Easter says we can access 
that love. And that’s what this series is all about.  
 
In order to better access God’s love, we need to understand what God’s love is 
and what it is not. We use the word “love” in many different contexts. We love 
our family and friends, and the Eagles. We love pizza and ice cream, and anything 
chocolate. In the spectrum of our emotions, there isn’t always a great deal of 
difference between love and like. But then there is the way that God loves.  
 
God has loved us first and his love is unconditional. We read about this love in 
one of the shortest and most beautiful books of the Bible, the First Letter of John. 
John was one of Jesus’ closest friends and followers, in fact, his favorite. He went 
on to write several books of the New Testament, including one of the Gospels. 



 
 

The First Letter John is actually more of a poem or a sermon than your typical 
letter and, as such, beautifully underlines the message of the Gospels. First John 
has only five chapters, and I invite you to read this amazing text in the course of 
this series. One of my favorite verses in First John (and, in fact, in the whole Bible) 
comes at the beginning of the 4th chapter: God is love. (1 John 4:8) John tells us 
that God is love. He doesn’t say that God has love or feels love or shares love. God 
is love; love is the essence of his character. Creation is an expression of his love. 
He created us to express his love. And since the love that is the fellowship of the 
Trinity is perfect, He did not need to create us. He wasn’t lonely or bored. His love 
is pure, and entirely sincere, and complete. We have been created out of his love, 
in his love, for his love. We live our lives in his love.  
 
What does that mean?  
 
It means, quite simply, He is for you. He is for you even when everything else is 
against you. He is for you even when everyone else is against you. He is for you 
even if you don’t know it. While God is always for you, he does ask something 
from you. But even everything he asks from you is ultimately for you.  
 
John writes: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God, and 
everyone who loves the Father loves also the one begotten by him. (1 Jn 5:1) 
 
John tells us that everyone who believes that Jesus is their Messiah, their Savior, 
is begotten by God or “born of God.” Everyone who believes in Jesus is a child of 
God and can claim God as their Father. If you are a parent, you know how 
important it is to you for your kids to be treated with love and respect. You want 
others to see them with the same love you have for them. And if someone does 
something good for your child, they are doing you a favor. In fact, it is even better 
than doing you a favor. And if someone attacks your child or unfairly treats your 
child, it is like they are attacking you. In fact, you might get even angrier when 
your child is mistreated than when you are mistreated. God sees it the same way. 
So, the first key to loving others is to see them as God sees them.  
 
When you and I look at the people around us, we see a great many things 
depending on the person. We may see the selfishness of a family member or the 
irritating habits of a classmate or co-worker. We see a potential customer or 
competitor. If I like you, I probably see good things; if I don’t like you, I probably 



 
 

see bad things. We see all sorts of things, both good and bad, attractive and 
otherwise, but whatever it is we see, however much we see, we do not see the 
whole. The whole picture is what we never see. On our own power, our love can 
never be sincere and pure like God’s. Love based on our human nature and 
human power can be fickle because it is love based on so many things: our needs 
and our wants…our will and our way. That’s not a condemnation, that’s just a 
fact. When looking at someone, God doesn’t see a pain or a problem an obstacle 
or an opportunity an intrusion or an interruption an enemy or an ally a friend or a 
foe - He sees a son or a daughter.  
 
Then John goes onto to tell us how we can know for sure that we are loving 
people. He writes, In this way we know that we love the children of God when we 
love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we keep 
his commandments. (1 John 5: 2-3a) This may sound strange, because when you 
speak of love, commands and commandments are usually not the first thing that 
comes to mind. In fact, in our culture, commands and love are thought of as polar 
opposites. But the commandments of God do not exist to control us, they exist to 
teach us. They are teaching us what love looks like. For example, at one point in 
history God had to reveal to the Israelites the Ten Commandments. These are 
commands on basic human decency, that we may take for granted, but at the 
time, they were breaking news . Don’t commit murder and your community will 
be a better place to live…Wow! Don’t steal other people’s stuff and they’ll like 
you better…Did not know that. Don’t commit adultery and your marriage will 
probably be more successful. Who knew? If you don’t know those things work 
against love. You need to start there, but that is just a start. By the time we get to 
the end Jesus’ life, at the Last Supper, God’s command is much wider and more 
comprehensive: Love each other as I have loved you. (John 15.12)  
 
The apostles had experienced his love, they’d seen his love in action, they knew in 
daily detail what the command to love entailed. They were to be for others as 
Jesus was for them. The power to love as God loves is within us through grace. It 
is already there, but we have to access it. In the same way your car has the ability 
to drive but won’t go anywhere until you put gas in it. In the same way, your 
computer can perform amazing functions, but you have to plug it in to access 
them. There is a way we can plug into God’s power. How do we then access the 
power to love? John tells us, And the victory that conquers the world is our faith. 



 
 

The victor over the world is the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. (1 
John 5:4-5)  
 
We love as God loves by faith. What does that mean? Faith is believing in 
something we can’t see. Faith is like a pair of glasses that allow us to see the 
world from God’s perspective instead of ours. If you can see it, it isn’t faith. In 
faith, we believe that we really are children of God. In faith, we believe that as we 
continue to walk with God and connect with him through prayer and sacraments 
the power to sincerely love will grow. In faith, we believe that as we grow in our 
commitment to the Christian community, specifically in our local parish, we also 
grow in our commitment to love. Love takes faith because, as we have already 
noted, love does not always get rewarded in the short term.  
 
On Good Friday Jesus’ love was nailed to the Cross. Love can look like a loser’s 
strategy. It wasn’t until Easter Sunday that love proved victorious. It takes faith to 
see past someone’s flaws and failures and recognize him or her as the beloved 
child of God. It takes faith to appreciate that even if in the moment my love is not 
appreciated by someone else, it is still the right call. It takes faith to believe that 
the loving choice is the one we should always take. It takes faith to acknowledge 
that the loving action will be better for us in the long run. It takes faith to accept 
that it’s worth it to make the tough call because that’s the most loving call. It 
takes faith to work to restore a broken relationship, even when you don’t feel like 
it, even when it doesn’t feel worth it. It takes faith to apologize when you know 
you own only a small part of the problem, or even when it wasn’t your fault at all. 
It takes faith to accept God’s commands of love when they don’t make sense.  
 
In today’s gospel we see Thomas and the other apostles struggling with their 
experience of the Resurrection. It just doesn’t make any sense to them. The only 
way forward for them is to accept it in faith. At some point in your walk with God, 
his command to love won’t make sense. When you accept that command in faith, 
then you know you’re loving as he loves.  
 
So, this week your homework is to put on the lens of faith. Ask God to help you to 
see every person you see as his son or his daughter. If you are a parent, ask God 
for the grace to treat each person you meet the way you want people to treat 
your children. Just try it tomorrow. To love as God loves, we’ve got to see as he 
sees.  


