
Good News  

Week 7: Stewardship Weekend 

Over the last six weeks, we have been looking at the 

basic premise of Christianity as Good News. Our goal has 

been to awaken or re-awaken our appreciation for the 

incredibly Good News we discover in the Gospels.  

As we have heard over the past few weeks, the Good 

News is news! God in the person of Jesus Christ has 

broken into human history.  

Jesus’ life death and resurrection changed everything. His 

life, death and resurrection changed everything for the 

good. It is Good News for every single person on the 

planet. It is Good News for good people and even not so 

good people.  

To appreciate the Gospel, we have to know and truly 

understand our story and our personal sin, failure and 

shortcomings. This helps us to understand appreciate the 

utter relief and healing the Jesus offers us.  

Last, the Good News unfolds over time. It unfolds 

gradually in our lives, and it will eventually reach its 

fulfillment at the end of time when Jesus returns.  



On our Stewardship Sunday, we want to look at the Good 

News at its core. The scene is the Cross. Jesus hangs on 

the Cross in what appears to be in complete and utter 

defeat.  

Then, Jesus is mocked by the religious rulers who hated 

him and envied Him. He is mocked by the soldiers 

carrying out His execution. The sign above His head is 

intended as further ridicule. Kings don’t hang on crosses.  

Then the ridicule increases: 

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you 

not the Christ? Save yourself and us.”  

Luke 23:38 

Even a criminal suffering a similar fate makes fun of 

Jesus. Then the whole direction changes when the Good 

Thief speaks up. We call him the Good Thief but nothing 

about his life was good.  

Luke writes: 

The other, however, rebuking him said in reply, “Have you no fear of 

God, for you are subject to the same condemnation? And indeed, we 

have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds 

to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.”  

Luke 23:39 



This guy recognizes two very important truths. First, he 

recognizes who Jesus is…the Son of God. Second, the 

Good Thief recognizes his own sinfulness and need for 

Jesus. As these two truths come together, he turns to 

Jesus and says: 

 “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  

Luke 23:30 

He sees that Jesus is indeed a King that His kingdom is 

not of this world. He asks to be a part of it, that’s all he 

does. The Good Thief has nothing to offer to God. He 

couldn’t make up for his past sins. He simply asks to 

enter. 

And Jesus replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me 

in Paradise.”  

Luke 23:31 

Every breath Jesus uttered from the Cross was incredibly 

painful, but Jesus not only answers the Good Thief, He 

promises him paradise. All the Good Thief had to do was 

ask Jesus to remember him.  Paradise, eternal life is the 

same promise extended to every single person.  

Jesus shows through the Cross and by His Resurrection 

that the power behind the cosmos is not brute force… 

but love. A God that so loves you that He sent His Son 



into the world to die for you. A love so deep and so wide 

and so great that, He lays down His life for us. A love so 

powerful that it can raise Jesus from the dead and 

overcome your greatest mistakes and failures. A love so 

powerful that even if you have spent your life as a 

criminal, you can be redeemed. A love so great that even 

when it was faced with rejection and mockery, it 

overcomes hatred with even more love.  

Why would anyone reject the Gospel? At its heart it says 

that even though you are flawed, you are loved beyond 

your imagination. The Gospel says that even though you 

have sinned, you are forgiven. The Gospel says that God’s 

love can change and transform you into the person you 

want to be.  

Why would anyone reject the Gospel? What burdens me 

is that most people who think they have rejected the 

Gospel or Christianity have not truly had the Gospel 

presented to them. Spending the six weeks on the Good 

News of the Gospel, I feel like we have just scratched the 

surface. I also confess that I feel so inadequate trying to 

convey the Good News because it is so good, so 

astounding.  



However, I also realize the Good News is so big and so 

large it cannot be communicated by a single person. The 

Gospel requires a community of people who carry the 

Good News in their lives and out to the world. As a 

Church, we steward the most incredible message. We 

don’t have to share this Good News with the world, with 

our community, with our friends and family, we get to 

share the Good News with them. It is an incredible 

privilege and honor that God places such an important 

message in our hands and asks us to share with the 

world. The Church (which is all of us) is the hope of the 

world because it is through us as the Body of Christ that 

God wants to communicate the Good News.  

Here at Holy Eucharist, we are blessed to have a staff 

who are working hard with you to carry out our mission 

to follow Christ, love all and grow disciples. 

Let’s take a moment to have some fun while I introduce 

them….so, I would like to play a little game I am 

calling…”Please Step Forward."  I’ll say a fun fact about 

one of our staff members.  I’ll give you a moment to 

guess who that staff member might be.  Then he or she 

will step forward.  Ready to play? 



• One of our staff members served Mass with Pope Saint 

John Paul the 2nd, twice...Will that staff member 

please step forward? 

It’s Jeff Siedlecki, our Coordinator of Youth Ministry.  

Like St. Pope John Paul II, Jeff is dedicated to the 

formation of young people here in the parish through 

his work with HERO our Youth Ministry and 

sacramental prep programs.   

• Another staff member had a beautiful encounter with 

Pope St. John Paul the Second.  This staff member 

traveled with the Holy Eucharist choir to Rome, and 

not only sang at St. Peter’s Basilica but also met the 

pope at the Vatican in 1995.   Will that staff member 

please step forward?   

This staff member is Tina Fenton, the Administrative 

Assistant.  She is the kind voice you hear when you call 

the Church and is the welcoming face in our office.  

Frankly, she is the glue that holds us together.  

• Let's see who else we can meet ...One of our staff 

members is a world traveler who has attended Mass in 

10 different countries.  In fact, she has attempted to 

take a picture inside the Sistine Chapel, even though 

you're not supposed to...Will that member step 

forward? 



That’s right Jessica Garrett our Communications 

Coordinator, always has her camera ready, even at the 

Vatican.  Jess makes sure that you know what is going 

on here in the parish through the weekly parish email, 

website, mailings and social media. 

• This next staff member is also world traveler who has 

visited three Catholic churches in Communist China.  

She also attended a Catholic cathedral in New Zealand 

made entirely out of cardboard.  Who is this staff 

member?   

Barbara Sentner, the Safe Environment and Database 

Coordinator.  She runs the diocesan program for all 

those involved in ministry with kids and vulnerable 

adults and organizes our database. 

• Our next staff member performed live at an Atlantic 

City casino as background singer for the doo wop 

group Dion and the Belmonts.  Those of you who are of 

that age will remember the hit song “Run Around Sue.”  

Will the member of our staff with all the right dance 

moves please step forward?   

That is right.  It’s Deacon Ken!  He serves not only at 

Mass but also in the Baptism ministry and RCIA for 

those seeking to enter the Catholic faith.    



• This staff member is not only vegan but also a certified 

nutritionist.  I understand that she makes a mean 

vegan lasagna.  Who is this person? 

It's Regan Peiffer…she is our Music Director who 

coordinates our beautiful music. 

• On to our next staff member…the day that I moved 

into the rectory, this staff member kindly offered to 

run to the store to buy me coffee because mornings 

are rough for me without it.  She came back with a bag 

of 8 O’Clock coffee for which I was very grateful.  

However, you cannot imagine my surprise at 7am 

when I opened the bag and found a full bag of whole 

coffee beans.  Will this person please step forward?   

That staff member is…Anne Marie Kelly, the Rectory 

Assistant.  She takes care of yours truly and the 

rectory. Thank goodness for K cups today.  

• Which member of our staff is our official animal 

wrangler?  This staff member has had her own zoo at 

home and has also tended sheep, walked donkeys, and 

led horses here at our Living Nativity.  Who is this 

person? 

It’s Lynne Beamer who is our Faith Formation Support 

Staff who not only works with Donna and Jeff in our 



Faith Formation Office but also coordinates KidZone, 

our preschool program. 

• This next staff member bought his first car…a Ford F- 

150 at 15 years old…only to have to wait a year until he 

actually got his license.  Who is this staff member?   

Our newest member Joe DeLuca, Deacon Joe’s son, 

who is now our Facilities Manager and like that ’72 

Ford, he keeps our building running smoothly and in 

tip top shape. 

• This next staff member and I share a healthy addiction 

to acquiring theology books.  I understand that she has 

quite a collection and has read almost all of them.  You 

may be surprised to know that she can accurately 

identify car parts on a blanket at a swap meet.  Who is 

this staff member? 

This is Donna Remaley, the Director of Faith 

Formation.  She journeys with our children and families 

through LIFT and Time Travelers as they grow in their 

faith. 

• Our next staff member had top secret security 

clearance and worked as a field engineer on a missile 

defense project 7 miles under a mountain at an 

undisclosed location.  Will this staff member please 

step forward? 



This is none other than our Deacon Joe Deluca.  He is 

truly a jack of all trades… involved in our Funeral and 

Baptism ministries and building maintenance. 

 

A few of our staff members were unable to be with us 

and play our game this weekend: 

• Deacon Pat serves here at Mass and also in our 

Baptism and Funeral Ministries. 

• And last but not least, Mary Warner, the Business 

Manager, crunches our numbers and makes sure we 

pay our bills. 

Our diverse and talented staff works every day to 

support the mission of our Church.  We are blessed to 

have such a hard-working team.  From the bottom of my 

heart, thank you.  Join me in a round of applause as we 

appreciate all that they do.   

This small but mighty staff and all that we do at Holy 

Eucharist is directly supported by you.  On this 

Stewardship Weekend, I ask that you open your heart 

and invest financially so that we as Church of the Holy 

Eucharist can continue to bring the Good News of God’s 

love to our community here in Tabernacle and beyond.   



The reality is that the Church grows when the giving and 

generosity of her members grow. As giving progresses, 

we have more resources to bring more people into a 

relationship with Christ. Your giving will help us  to 

continue to spread the Good News to the next 

generation in our kids programs, invest in our small 

groups, build our technology, and reach more people in 

the community.  

The commitment we ask is this… You have received a 

stewardship Packet in the mail.  If you didn’t, there are 

packets at the Welcome Center, or you can access it 

online.  This packet includes a letter from me, the 

financial report of our parish, a commitment card and an 

envelope. I ask that you read through everything and, 

then, prayerfully consider your financial commitment 

over the next year to support your parish.  

The Good News is that God so loved the world He gave 

His only beloved Son. 

God calls and summons us to share this Good News with 

the world. Our goal is not simply to believe the Good 

News but to take the necessary steps, make the 

commitment and make it happen. 

 


