
Seriously, God? Week 3 
Seriously God, You let me down 
 
We are in the third week of a new message series for 
Lent called “Seriously, God? Making sense when life 
doesn’t make sense.” It is a series that makes complete 
sense for the time we are in.  
 
Two weeks ago, we introduced three principles to keep 
in mind through the series.  
 
First, it makes sense that God doesn’t make sense. If God 
is an all-powerful, all-knowing being, then, of course, He 
would not always think as we think and act as we would 
act.  
 
Second, when God does not make sense, we can grow in 
our understanding because God has revealed Himself to 
us through the Scriptures and the person of Jesus Christ.  
 
Third, be careful not to confuse God not making sense 
with life not making sense. Not everything that happens 
on earth is God’ will.  He permits things to happen 
because He has given us free will. 
 



To listen to the previous messages, go to 
holyeucharist.org and click on “Weekend Messages.” 
 
Last week, we looked at how to make sense of it when 
God says No. Jesus shows us that God’s No’s are to help 
us live in true freedom – freedom from being enslaved to 
our desires, evil and the opinions and whims of other 
people.  
 
This week, we are looking at the times when God lets us 
down. These are times when we have expectations or 
promises for our lives where we feel like God does not 
deliver. Or God allows major problems into our life that 
are at odds with our greatest and deepest desires. We 
set our hearts on a dream and then we face problems 
that are insurmountable. God does not seem to care. We 
set out on a direction that seems a good direction, and 
then, a huge storm or problem blows into our lives and 
God does not seem to care. We can begin to doubt God’s 
goodness when we face insurmountable problems to our 
hopes and dreams for our future or the future of the 
people we love.  
 
This is where we find our main character from today’s 
first reading from Genesis. Before getting into his story, 
we need to take a look at what precedes his story.  



 
In Genesis, God created the world good but then there is 
a Fall from grace. Very quickly things get bad. In chapter 
3 of Genesis, we have the Fall which comes from eating 
the forbidden fruit. In chapter 4, Cain kills Abel. The 
human race goes from the sin of eating the forbidden 
fruit to murder. Genesis tells us that evil continues to 
grow in the world until humanity becomes so corrupt 
that God grieves the creation of man. So God sends a 
flood to wipe out creation, except for Noah, the only 
righteous man on earth. God saves Noah and his family 
of three sons and through them, God rebuilds the human 
family.  
 
So we see that the problem of evil can’t be solved simply 
by wiping all the evil or bad people off the earth. The 
problem of evil, the problem of sin goes much deeper. 
Evil lives in the human heart. Ever wonder why God 
doesn’t just wipe all the evil people off the face of the 
earth?  Why He allows evil people to inflict such suffering 
on the world? Well, Genesis tells God already went that 
route. It doesn’t work. Something much more radical 
needs to be done – something even more radical than 
flooding the whole world and building the ark.   
 



The human race has become corrupted and doesn’t 
know its Creator. Its Maker.  This grieves God’s heart. 
God desires that every human being know Him.   
 
Rather than send another flood, which God had already 
promised he wouldn’t do, God forms a relationship with 
one person. And through this one person, He is going to 
bring blessing to the whole world. Rather than solve the 
problem of evil in one fell swoop as was attempted by 
the flood, God will begin with one person and spread out 
His righteousness and goodness.  
 
So, He begins with the person of Abram…later called 
Abraham. We are first introduced to Abram in Genesis 
11. In this paragraph, we learn something very important 
about Abram– a fact that needs to be deeply understood 
or the rest of his story will not make sense to us. 
 
Abram’s wife was Sara and in Genesis 11:30 we learn, 
“Now Sara was barren she had no children.” Abram was 
childless and Sara was unable to bear him children.  
Abram and Sara were struggling with infertility. 
 
This can be heartbreaking for any couple. You or 
someone you know may struggle with infertility and 



desperately want a child. It is heartbreaking to want a 
child and struggle to have one.  
 
As difficult as infertility is in our culture, it was even more 
heartbreaking for Abram and Sara. In their worldview, 
bearing children was everything. In our culture, we 
emphasize personal achievement and finding satisfaction 
in completing work and personal goals. In that world, 
children were everything. Your value and worth and in a 
sense your immortality came from having children and 
generations to follow you. There was no sense of 
personal achievement as we would understand it. 
Timothy Keller in Counterfeit gods writes this, “In an 
individualistic culture like ours, an adult’s identity and 
sense of worth is bound up in abilities and achievements, 
but in ancient times, all the hopes and dreams of a man 
and his family rested in the first born son.”  
 
So all of Abraham’s hopes and dreams rested in his first 
born son and Abram had no son. Sara was barren. Abram 
feels a deep desperation from his lack of a son. Abram 
comes from a wealthy family. He lacks nothing 
materially, but he desperately and painfully wants a son.   
 
So this is where God and Abram meet. God has a plan to 
bring humanity back into relationship with Him. He wants 



people to know Him. And then there is Abram who 
simply wants a son.  
 
In Genesis 12, God speaks to Abram. He says, “Go from 
your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing.” God tells Abram at 
this point to leave his country, leave his family and the 
riches of his father’s house to a land he shows him and 
three things will happen: God will make of him a great 
nation, God will bless him, and God will make his name 
great. In all three promises, Abram would have 
understood that God was promising him a son. For a 
nation to come from Abram and for God to make his 
name great, Abram would require ancestors.  
 
Out of desperation, Abram leaves the comforts of home. 
Abram doesn’t begin following God simply because he 
feels a need for God. He needs a son and he follows God 
because he has some hope God will give him what he 
needs and desires. Most if not all of us begin a 
relationship with God because we have a felt need. We 
come to God because we hope He will deliver something 
else we want.  
 



Here’s what we need to know about our God – He 
humbles Himself so much that He accepts us all the 
same. Certainly, God does not want our relationship to 
stay in the place where we come to Him only because we 
need something from Him, but He stoops down to accept 
us when we come to Him not because we want Him, but 
because we want something else. How amazingly humble 
is our all-powerful God!  
 
So God promises Abram a son if he leaves his family and 
homeland and so Abram obeys…sort of. Abram has been 
told to leave his kindred and his family so that he will 
have a son, but hedges his bets and brings his nephew, 
Lot, along.  After all, he is family and if he doesn’t get the 
son, at least Lot is with him. It is interesting that Genesis 
12:4 says, “So Abram went, as the Lord told him; and Lot 
went with him.” Subtly, the writer of Genesis tells us that 
Abram disobeyed God and didn’t really trust him 
completely. The author of Genesis subtly drops this fact 
into the story out of respect for Abram, but he expects us 
to read between the lines and see that Abram didn’t start 
in perfect obedience.  
 
We see this throughout the story of Abraham. He will 
believe God and kind of do what He says, but then 
Abraham will hedge his bets. Abraham is our father in 



faith, but if you read the story of close enough, you see 
that he is far from a perfect father. Abraham doesn’t 
quite trust God completely, and we see how his lack of 
trust delays his desire for a son. Throughout the story, 
God must wait to give Abraham his son because 
Abraham will not fully trust him. To bless the whole 
world through Abraham, God must bring Abraham to a 
deeper faith. 
 
 
We see Abraham’s doubt on full display in the passage 
we read today.   Let’s begin a few verses before the 
reading today. 
 
Some time afterward, the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision: Do not fear Abram! I am your shield; I 
will make your reward very great.  
 
Genesis 15:1 
 
Years had passed from God’s original promise of a son. 
Abram had begun to fear that his dream of a son would 
never come to fruition. There can be great fear that our 
hopes and dreams for the future will not come to 
fruition. It is natural to experience that fear, but God 



invites us instead to turn away from our fear to faith and 
trust in Him.  
 
God tells Abram do not fear, I will make your reward very 
great. There will be a reward from placing your faith and 
trust in me.  
 
But Abram said, “’Lord God, what can you give me, if I die 
childless and have only a servant of my household, 
Eliezar of Damascus?’ Abraham continued, ‘Look, you 
have given me no offspring, so a servant of my 
household will be my heir.’”  
 
Genesis 15:2-3 
 
Abram says to God, what can you give me? You have not 
proven yourself to me. I still have no son. You haven’t 
delivered. I don’t have a son and so the only one who is 
going to remember me is my servant. I have no legacy 
but him.  
 
You may be feeling like that right now. You hear God say 
fear not and you think “God you haven’t come through.” 

• You promised God that I would have a blessing in my 
life.  

• You promised it would be worth it to follow you.  



• You promised me a child…a sense of purpose or job 
that I love….or insert whatever you feel that God 
promised you.  

 
In those times we need to check and make sure it really 
is a promise of God. But if it is something God promised, 
us then it is ok to tell God we feel let down by Him. It is 
ok to vent to God. God can handle it. That’s what Abram 
does.  
 
And God does not criticize Abram, instead He gives him a 
sign.  
 
Then the word of the Lord came to him: No, [your 
servant] will not be your heir; your own offspring will be 
your heir. The Lord God took Abram outside and said, 
“Look up at the sky and count the stars if you can. Just so 
shall your descendants be.” 
 
Genesis 15:4-5 
 
God takes Abram outside and has him look at the stars. 
In an age without electric lights, the night sky would have 
numerous stars - countless. Some scholars believe it was 
actually daytime when God took Abram outside. God was 
saying that even though you can’t see the stars right 



now, you know they are there. In the same way, even 
though you can’t see your descendants now, know that 
you will have them.   In response, scripture says: 
 
Abram put his faith in the Lord, who credited it to him as 
an act of righteousness.  
 
Genesis 15:6 
 
So, this interaction helped Abram put his faith back in 
God. It restored his faith in God. Notice what it says, 
“God credited it to him as an act of righteousness.”  
Trusting God puts us in right relationship with him just as 
any relationship is built on trust.  
 
 When there are storms and problems in life that get in 
the way of the greatest desires of our heart, we often ask 
why God? A better question might be “What God?” What 
are you teaching me about you? What does trusting you 
in this situation look like so I can come into a right 
relationship with you? 
 
God allows the storms and problems of life so that we 
will turn to Him in faith and trust. God wants to bless you 
and bless others through you, but for you to handle 
those blessings you must have a firm foundation and 



trust in Him. Without that firm foundation, you will 
crumble under the weight of those blessings.  
 
What problem are you currently facing that seems like it 
is keeping you from your hopes and dreams? Pray this 
week for the grace to place your hope and trust in God.  


