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Seriously God I 
 
We are beginning a brand-new message series called 
Seriously, God? Making sense of life not making sense. It 
seems like an appropriate topic for our times.  
 
On the surface, there are a whole bunch of things  
that don’t make sense.  This is a difficult topic to tackle 
but it is an important one because when life doesn’t 
make sense, we can start to get mad at God or blame 
God for the trials and tribulations of life. We don’t 
understand how a good God can let bad things happen. 
We can feel betrayed by God and hurt by the negative 
circumstances of life. Some people get so mad at God 
that they walk away from Church or faith or anything 
having to do with religion.  
 
So, through the course of this series, we are going to 
look at some of those thorny issues that get in the way 
of developing faith and trust in God. We are going to 
see that we are not the first ones to deal with 
disappointment with God. The heroes and figures of 
the Bible experienced the same frustrations with God. 
They experienced a disconnect between a good God 
and their circumstances of life.  
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For those of you who are back to Church  
for the first time in a long time,  
you may have stayed away precisely  
because of some of the issues we are going to address 
in this series.  
 
You grew up in Church and all you heard about were 
rules and laws and that God said “no” to this and you 
can’t do that. God is just the great cosmic cop in the 
sky and so you thought as an adult, who needs that? 
And so the first chance you had,  you got as far away 
from Church and God as you could.  
 
Maybe you didn’t grow up in the Church but, all you 
hear is what the church is against and so you assume 
God is just against everything.  
 
Maybe you gave up on God because He let you down. 
There was a time where you needed help and you 
prayed and asked for help, and He didn’t come 
through.  
 
Maybe you have felt disappointment with God because 
you have seen the people He lets be in charge. You 
look at political leaders or church leaders or your 
homeowner’s association and think, “Seriously, God?”  
Those people are in charge?  
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And then there is the whole problem of pain and 
suffering. There can’t possibly be a good God with all 
the pain and suffering in the world. You look at 
poverty and illness and homelessness and injustice. 
With all these things, it just seems a impossible to 
believe in a God who is both all good and all powerful.  
 
Then of course, there is the issue of death, especially 
people who die young or die in their prime. How can 
God possibly allow that?  
 
So, if one or any one of those issues have driven you 
away from church or faith, you chose the perfect 
weekend and the perfect series to join us.  
 
These are issues that are issues with God. They 
require some thought and reflection. Over the next six 
weeks, we are going to address those issues and start 
to examine them. They are all such deep issues that we 
won’t be able to answer every question about them 
but we will see that the Scriptures are not afraid to 
raise those tough and challenging issues. We believe it 
will at least help you feel good about faith in God when 
the world seems chaotic and hopeless.   
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Before jumping into these issues, it’s important for us 
get some things out on the table. So today, I want to lay 
out for you three principles to keep in mind as we go 
through this series.  
 
 
First,  
it makes sense that God doesn’t always make 
sense.  
Here’s what I mean by that.  
If God is all wise and all knowing  
and we are limited in our wisdom and knowledge,  
it makes sense that we don’t always understand  
God’s ways of doing things.  
  
We understand a fraction of how the world works, 
while it was God’s wisdom that created the earth. He 
understands how gravity works and matter holds 
together. It was His wisdom, understanding and 
knowledge that created the stars in the heavens and 
the depths of the ocean.  
 
He understands the whole…all the intricacies  
of how life works in a way we can never comprehend.  
 
We see life through a rather narrow window of time,  
whereas all time is present to God.  
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He sees all of history and how it is laid out.   
Think about it, you and I see the world as 21st century 
Americans. You and I are limited to our culture and 
our values and what we have experienced. But every 
culture has some biases that are wrong and can’t be 
seen because they are so ingrained.  
 
We do have the benefit of seeing what has come before 
us and learning from history, but we don’t know what 
is coming after us. We don’t know where the world 
will be in 10 years or 50 years or 100 years. God does. 
God sees all of time and history.  
 
To put it most succinctly, a God that thought as you 
think and always made sense to you, would not be 
God. He would merely be a reflection of you. So it is 
not a surprise that God does not always make sense to 
us. It makes sense that we need to deal with the 
disparity between what we would do if we were God 
and how God chooses to manage and run the world.   
 
Second, while we cannot come to understand 
everything about God, we can grow to know His 
ways and thoughts because He has revealed them 
to us. Catholicism is not a religion; it is a revelation.  
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While other religions are about how to get to God, 
Christianity tells us about how God has come to us and 
revealed himself to us.  
 
God revealed Himself first and foremost to a particular 
people – the Jewish people. Over the centuries, He 
instructed them about Himself. He taught them 
through the law and the prophets what He valued and 
how He wanted them to act.  
 
Then in the fullness of time, God revealed Himself by 
sending His Son into the world. Jesus came to the earth 
to set us straight about God by being love in action. He 
cleared up misconceptions about God. He cleared up 
the misconception that God was angry at us by 
presenting Him as a loving Father in the parable of the 
Prodigal Son. He cleared up the misconception that 
God only loves certain types of people by telling the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. Ultimately, He cleared 
up the misconception that God expects us to be perfect 
before accepting us by dying on the cross.  
 
But we would not know any of that if God did not 
reveal it to us.  
 
This is how Jesus puts it in the Gospel passage we 
heard today from Luke. Jesus tells his disciples, his 
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followers, “Can a blind person guide a blind person? 
Will not both fall into the pit?” (Luke 6:39) 
 
You have heard the expression – the blind leading the 
blind?  Well, it came from here. 
 
Jesus says if you follow someone who does not know 
the truth about God then you will fall into a pit; you 
will fall into some misconceptions about God.  
 
Then He says, “A disciple is not above his teacher, but 
everyone when he is fully taught will be like his 
teacher.” (Luke 6:40).  
 
Someone is informing your views about God or 
whether there is even a God. Jesus invites us to follow 
Him and learn from Him. But this does not mean we 
check our brains at the door.  
 
God has given us a mind to reflect on His word and 
reflect on His teaching. He invites us to ponder, think 
and reflect on his revelation so that we will come to 
know His thoughts and His ways better.  
 
You may have been turned off Christianity because in 
the midst of a seemingly senseless situation, a 
Christian threw up his or her hands and said, “Well, 
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God works in mysterious ways.” And yes that is true, 
but that does not mean we should give up and try not 
to understand God. In fact, the most widely accepted 
definition of theology is faith seeking understanding. It 
is faith seeking understanding through what God has 
revealed to us through the Scriptures and through the 
Church.  If you have faith in God and seek to 
understand Him, then you are a theologian.  
 
 
So when you come to those issues that don’t make 
sense, there are great opportunities to confront the 
frontiers of your ignorance about God. There are 
incredible opportunities to lean into that ignorance 
and work to understand more of God’s revelation. 
 
 
Our ignorance is an invitation to better know the mind 
and heart of God. 
 
Through Scripture, God reveals His heart.  
And in prayer, in the Sacraments, in a loving 
relationship with the living Lord, we can learn more. 
 
God invites us to draw closer to His heart.  
That is an important spiritual habit for us to work at. 
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Third,  
There’s a difference between  
God not making sense, and life not making sense.  
Sometimes what God says or does  
just doesn’t make sense to us  
in our limited wisdom and knowledge.  
However, sometimes life just doesn’t make sense.  
Not everything that happens in our life  
or on this planet is God’s will.  
 
Every time we pray the “Our Father” we say,  
“thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  
We pray for God’s will to be done on earth  
because God’s will isn’t always done.  
This world is not currently as God wants it or wills it. 
He is working on it,  
but right now, there are forces of evil that oppose God.  
 
Nature itself has been broken  
and acts in ways that cause destruction and chaos  
not in alignment with God’s will.  
There are people who do bad things  
because they have chosen evil  
and oppose God and His will.  
 
God can make all things work together  
And, in the end, we, as Christians, believe  
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that the power of God will overcome all evil.  
What others intend for evil,  
God can use for good.  
In the end, Christians believe this will happen.  
But not everything that happens on earth  
is what God wants.  
Eventually, God will have His way,  
but in the meantime, there are specific acts  
that break God’s heart and grieve God.  
 
It is important to note  
that not everything that happens is God’s will  
because there are some well-meaning Christians  
who may have accidentally led you  
to a negative view about God.  
You have seen something horrible happen  
and a Christian says, “It is God’s will.”  
 
And you thought: 
“If that’s God’s will and what God wants,  
then I want nothing to do with God.”  
I don’t blame you.  
 
But God doesn’t want extreme poverty.  
God doesn’t want child abuse.  
God doesn’t want drug addiction.  
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God doesn’t want homelessness and abuse of power 
and on and on we could go.  
He allows it.  
 
Some theologians describe it in this way:  
there is God’s preferred will  
and God’s permissive will.  
God’s preferred will is what God wants to happen,  
how He wants people to act.  
And yet God has given human beings freedom  
to act in a way that is contrary to what He wants.  
He permits people to have free will  
because only with free will can we truly learn to love. 
 
Let me say that again. 
He permits people to have free will  
because only with free will can we truly learn to love. 
 
So those are three principles to keep in mind as we 
take this journey together.  
 
As we wrap up this first week,  
I’d like you to make one of two commitments.  
If you are new or it’s your first time in a long time, 
commit simply to come back.  
Make sure you join us for this series either here  
In our Church or online. 
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For those of you who attend regularly,  
you know someone who needs to hear this series. 
Invite them to join us. 
 
Finally, with Lent beginning next week, we invite you 
to join a small group especially if you have enjoyed 
this first message.  The book partners with the rest of 
the message series.  You can easily join a small group 
by going to the home page of our website and clicking 
on the small group image. 
 
When God doesn’t make sense,  
we seek to understand Him.  
And as we seek to understand Him,  
we’ll eventually find Him.  


