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Right on the Money - Week 3: Give Alms 
 
We are in the third week of our series  
called Right on the Money:  In God We Trust. 
 
Money is a part of life.  
We need it and we cannot escape it.  
Perhaps for that reason we have so many  
emotions, especially negative emotions about it.  
Worry, stress, guilt, and jealousy are just some  
of the emotions we can experience  
when it comes to money and finances.  
 
As we have been discussing, 
Jesus wants us to get money right.  
That’s why He talked about it so often.  
More than any other topic. 
 
He talked about it because He knows  
• how much stress and tension it can cause in our 

lives and in our relationships.   
• how easily worry and concern for it                          

dominates our thoughts and directs our lives. 
• how love for it can hold our hearts.  

 
Jesus understood the real value and the proper 
place it should have in our lives.  
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Last week we looked at the fact we are stewards.  
The money in our hands does not belong to us  
it belongs to God. The money is God’s money. 
Jesus encourages us to use God’s money  
in our strategic best interest  
by investing in people.  
The long-term value to giving is that it focuses us 
on our ultimate goal…eternal life with God.   
Money in and of itself, does not do that. 
If you would like to catch up on our past messages, 
go to our website at holyeucharist.org and click on 
the image that says, “Message Series.” 
 
Today, we are going to drill down  
a little more into the idea of giving and get more 
specific.  
Once again, for the third weekend in a row  
we are looking at a parable from  
the Gospel of Luke.  
Luke was a physician and an educated man.  
He wrote his book for a sophisticated,  
well-educated, affluent community. 
The Gospel of Luke contains more  
of Jesus’ parables on money because Luke knew 
his audience had it and needed to use it wisely.  
Today’s parable should be read in contrast  
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to the parable we looked at last week.  
It is the other side of the coin.  
 
Last week, the story was about a guy  
who used money to win friends.  
The guy we are looking at today does not.  
 
That said, this parable is often used  
to make people feel guilty. In certain circles,  
there is this mistaken notion, this lie,  
that guilt and religion go together.  
But Jesus never once leveraged guilt  
because guilt is absolutely worthless  
and not the point here at all, as we’ll see. 
 
There are three characters in this parable.  
The first is a wealthy man. He was dressed in  
 
in purple garments and fine linen  
Luke 16:19 

 
His garments were costly and extravagant.  
The purple garments, for instance,  
could only be produced from a dye  
secreted by a rare form of sea snail. 
Every aspect of his daily routine  
expresses extravagance.  
Quite simply, he has a lot of money,   
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and he lavishes it on himself. 
 
Then we are introduced to a second character:  
 
And lying at his door was a poor man named Lazarus,  
covered with sores, who would gladly have eaten his fill of the 
scraps that fell from the rich man’s table.  
Dogs even would come to lick his sores. 
Luke 16:20-21 

 
Here’s an interesting note.  
This is the only parable of Jesus  
where we are given the name of a character, 
suggesting to some commentators that  
it’s not a parable at all…but a real story.  
 
The guy’s name is Lazarus  
(Not the same fellow who shows up  
later in the gospel and is raised from the 
dead…this is another guy).  
 
In just a few words,  
Jesus describes Lazarus’ utter destitution.  
 
So, we have two characters living side by side 
in dramatically different circumstances.  
But eventually, they actually  
discover something in common: death. 
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They both die. Luke writes 
 
When the poor man died he was carried away by angels  
to the bosom of Abraham.  
The rich man also died and was buried,  
and from the netherworld, where he was in torment,  
he raised his eyes and saw Abraham far off  
and Lazarus at his side. 
Luke 16:22 

Death reverses their situations.  
Lazarus is in a place of peace and comfort.  
The wealthy man is in a place of torment.  
Now they are no longer living side by side;  
now they are far apart. 
 
The rich man is in a place of torment  
and so he cries out to the third character in the 
parable, the great Jewish Patriarch Abraham.  He 
cries,  
 
Father Abraham, have mercy on me.  
Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water  
and cool my tongue,  
for I am suffering torment in these flames. 
Luke 16:23-24 

 
Luke’s Gospel was written in Greek.  
The Greek word for mercy used here  
is also the same word for almsgiving 
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What is almsgiving? 
In Judaism, Christianity, and Islam,  
almsgiving is an important religious concept: it is 
giving to the poor, as an expression of faith in God.  
In all three religious’ traditions,  
it is considered a serious obligation. 
 
In Jewish theology, almsgiving is giving to the 
poor: 

• when the giver and/or the receiver don’t know each other 
• when the giver gives before being asked, or gives more 

than asked 
• when the giving enables the recipient to become self-

reliant.  

 
The irony at the heart of the story  
that this rich man should request Lazarus  
to extend to him exactly, precisely, specifically,  
what he himself failed to extend to Lazarus. 
As Father Abraham gently reminds him: 
 
My child, remember that you received what was good 
 during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received what was 
bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented. 
Luke 16:25 

As we learned last week,  
Jesus is addressing these stories to the Pharisees,  
the corrupt religious leaders  
who gave Him so much trouble. 
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But even to them He can express gentleness.  
 
In fact, “my child” is the same phrase that we 
heard two weeks ago when the father  
in the story  
of the prodigal son  
addresses the older brother  
to invite him to reconcile with his brother.  
 
This parable isn’t meant to be a got ya,  
but one delivered in tenderness and compassion  
to people who get caught up and confused 
in the trappings of wealth as the Pharisees did. 
 
Jesus teaches that the next life is a continuation of 
this one.  
That’s why our choices and decisions in this life 
matter. They carry into eternity in a way  
we cannot completely comprehend  
this side of death.  
 
Abraham says he can’t help the rich man.   The 
way that Abraham explains it: 
 
Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is established 
to prevent anyone from crossing who might wish to go  
from our side to your side or from your side to ours. 
Luke 16:26 
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There is a chasm between them  
created by the rich man’s lack of charity. 
The opportunity for almsgiving is passed.  
It’s no longer an option.  
 
Same for us.  
God has entrusted us with some money.  
And for a purpose,  
beyond its obvious current utility. 
He wants us to use it  
in our long-term best interest.  
Giving has a long-term value that money does not. 
 
The rich man had an opportunity  
to make an investment in his long-term future,  
by assisting Lazarus  
with at least some of his wealth.  
He utterly and completely failed to do so,  
thereby hurting not Lazarus  
but himself in the long run.  
He made no investment in his long-term future, 
and he ends up with nothing,  
and there’s nothing he or Lazarus can do about it. 
 
So the rich man asks for a different favor…  
send Lazarus to go to his equally rich brothers  
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and warn them about what the real deal is 
when it comes to money.  
It is interesting, as a side note, 
that even in this reversed state,  
the wealthy man still thinks of Lazarus  
as less than him, that he should run his errands.  
 
But Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets.  
Let them listen to them.” 
He said, “Oh no, father Abraham,  
but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.” 
Luke 16:29-30 

Almsgiving wasn’t a new idea at this point.  
Moses and all the prophets  
taught clearly and consistently, often passionately, 
about caring for the poor. This guy’s brothers 
would have grown up hearing it. And apparently  
it went in one ear and out the other. 
 
Then Abraham said,  
“If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets,  
neither will they be persuaded 
 if someone should rise from the dead.” 
Luke 16:31 

 
A chilling foreshadowing of the Pharisees  
eventual refusal to believe in Jesus’ Resurrection. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Over and over again Jesus teaches about giving,  
and when He does, He’s basically talking  
about two kinds of giving… 
• giving as an act of worship in my place of worship  
• giving to people, especially the poor.  

They’re both important.  
But He actually didn’t talk much about  
giving as worship because he didn’t have to,   
everybody did it. 
 
He talked about giving to the poor all the time. 
And typically, He made three points: 
• First, disciples give to the poor, who can represent 

themselves in many different ways. 
• Second, there is no excuse for being ignorant of the 

poor and their needs. 
• And while we can’t meet all needs everywhere,     

we can have our eyes, and our hearts,                       
open to the needs God specifically                           
wants us to meet. When in doubt I give. 

 

I am guessing that most people in this parish 
support charities from time to time. 
But what Scripture talks about  
are sustained commitments over time, all the time. 
And, of course, the more thoughtful and deliberate 
we are about giving the more impact  
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our giving can have,  
even if we’re giving at relatively modest levels.  
 
In deciding on what charity or charities to 
support, 
you should consider what causes or missions 
touch your heart. 
Pay attention to that feeling when you feel it, 
that’s God’s prompting you,  
“I have given you the heart  
and I have given you the ability to help in this situation.” 

 
Consider also whether you can volunteer  
and build relationships with the people  
who are receiving the benefit of your giving. 
Match your giving with service when you can. 
 
The issue of money is never going away.  Jesus 
knew that too.  In fact, He wants His friends and 
followers to live in the tension between needing 
money and growing as His disciple.  And He also 
wants us to learn to use money as a tool to follow 
Christ, love all and grow disciples. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
At this time, I’d like to shift gears for one quick 
moment and talk about another way that supports 
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our mission to follow Christ, love all and grow 
disciples – one that is designed to support you, the 
follower of Christ. And that is to join a Small 
Group.   
 
Small Groups are important for a member of the 
Church to be a part of, and they are starting up 
soon for our Fall Session.   
 
Small groups are how we take care of our 
members of the parish.  As much as I would like to, 
I cannot possibly take care of each and every 
person here. So, Small groups are a part of our 
member care plan. They provide people with the 
opportunity to form relationships with other 
followers of Christ and support each other as we 
become stronger disciples in our daily lives…we 
need more than one hour on the weekend to do 
that.  
 
If you have been wondering how to get more 
connected to your faith…Small groups are a great 
place to start. 
 
next weekend, at 11:45am after the 10:30am 
Mass, we will have our Small Group Connection 
right here in the atrium.  The Small Group 
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Connection is an experience designed to introduce 
you to Small Groups here at Holy Eucharist, give 
you a glimpse into what a Small Group looks like 
and connect you with a group.  Come check it out!  
 
There is more information on Small Groups on our 
tables with balloons or you can go to our website 
and click on Small Groups.    
 
As a member of a Small Group, myself, I find the 
experience to be encouraging and big help to my 
faith building.  


