
 
 

Next Door – Week 2: Trinity Sunday  
 
We are in the second week of our series we are calling Next Door: The Art of 
Neighboring. The premise of this series is that God wants you to be a source of his 
goodness and grace in your neighborhood. If you are a Christ follower, the Holy 
Spirit is sending you to be an instrument of his goodness and grace to the people 
who live near you. You do not live where you live by accident but for reasons of 
providence, reasons known to God. With God there are no accidents, no fate or 
chance or luck.  
 
Throughout the course of this series, we are going to work to change our thinking 
and take some initial steps towards allowing God to use us in our neighborhood. 
The Christian faith is always a faith that is placed in creation, in history, in time. The 
Christian faith is meant to get very, very specific and particular. The whole story of 
the Bible is filled with stories in which God invites others to build His kingdom and 
make known His love in specific locations. So too, the call for us is to be in a 
particular place and be there to embody the presence and purpose of God.  
 
We are to make God’s love and blessing known in the specific environments in 
which we live our lives. Of course, this is not always easy. As we discussed last week, 
there are many obstacles and objections brought to us by the culture we live in. 
But Jesus commands us to love our neighbor; it’s one of the most basic precepts to 
following Him. And whenever we follow what Jesus says, there are always 
blessings. Blessings are always on the other side of our obedience to God.  
 
Last week, we started with a simple step all of us can take, no matter what. We 
were encouraged to pray for our neighbors and neighborhood. If you’d like to check 
out our first message from the series, you can click on “Weekend Messages” on our 
website at holyeucharist.org.  
 
Today we are going to suggest another very simple step that is a little more 
challenging. But it is a very simple way we can work with God for His purposes in 
our neighborhoods. We are looking at a passage from the Gospel of Matthew. It is, 
in fact, the very end of Matthew’s Gospel. Let me set the scene…on Easter Sunday, 
Jesus rises from the dead, then, for forty days Jesus appears to the apostles (as well 
as hundreds and hundreds of other disciples). Because Jesus appeared so many 
times to so many people, this was a powerful witness to the truth of the 



 
 

Resurrection. In His last appearance, before He ascended into heaven Jesus 
gathered together the eleven remaining apostles, He said to them, All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. (Matthew 28:18) This statement is 
packed with meaning. And to fully understand it, we need to go all the way back to 
the beginning of the Bible.  
 
In the book of Genesis, when God creates the heavens and the earth, He gave 
authority over the earth to Adam and Eve. And Genesis tells us that they, in turn, 
surrendered that authority by their selfishness and foolishness. When they chose 
what they wanted rather than what God wanted, they cut themselves off from God 
and His authority. Among the many consequences of their choice, corruption was 
introduced into creation and conflict and isolation became a part of the human 
condition.  
 
One of the purposes of Jesus’ coming into the world was to win back the authority 
our first parents surrendered through their sin. Whereas Adam and Eve had chosen 
their will over God’s will, Jesus surrendered His will to the Father’s will – even when 
that meant death on a cross. Through His death and resurrection Jesus wins back 
all authority. And, in turn, He places that authority on his disciples. He says I want 
you to take the authority and Go and make disciples of all nations. (Matthew 28:18)  
 
Jesus came to renew and restore creation by bringing people into a growing 
relationship with Him, by making disciples. This is why the Universal Church exists. 
It exists to renew and restore creation by bringing human beings into a growing 
relationship with Christ. And while there is a universal call to renew and restore all 
of creation, our own responsibility is to make that work as specific as possible in 
our lives. Nothing becomes dynamic until it becomes specific. God wants to use us 
for the transformation of the world to build His kingdom. And the transformation 
of the world happens person by person, family by family, door by door, 
neighborhood by neighborhood.  
 
Jesus continues, Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. (Matthew 
28:18-19)  
 
Today is Trinity Sunday and we are reminded of a core truth of our faith. God is not 
alone. God is a community of three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. At the very 



 
 

center of being and existence, at the very center of the reality that is God, we find 
a community. This means that God, in His essence, is relational. God, who is the 
ultimate reality, is a community of persons who know and love one another.  
 
The reality of the Trinity, while impossible to grasp, is not just some otherworldly 
view of God, but has very practical ramifications for us. Since God is a community 
of love and all three persons live in an interdependent relationship with one 
another, the very center of reality is community. We’re created for community. 
And this is true for every area of our lives. We are made to live in connection with 
others. You might like the work you do, but if you don’t have a connection to the 
people at your workplace, you probably don’t like your job. You might enjoy sports, 
but you enjoy them a whole lot more when you’re in company with people who 
enjoy them as much as you do. It is why for those of you who are parents, when 
your son or daughter moves to a new school or they are going away to college, one 
of the things you worry about the most is whether or not they will make friends or 
the right friends. You know intuitively that if they don’t find some kind of 
community, they are not set up for success.  
 
It is not good for us to be alone because God is not alone. It is not good for us to 
try to meet all our own needs on our own because that is impossible. We are not 
created that way. Independence and self-sufficiency are fine things to strive for and 
maintain. But there are limits to them. Self-centeredness that becomes self-
absorption creates psychological alienation. Nothing makes us more miserable 
than self-absorption. 25% of Americans say they don’t have anyone to talk to – to 
share their troubles or their triumphs, or anything else with. So that means in your 
neighborhood there are some very lonely people.  
 
The truth of the Trinity tells us that we cannot be fulfilled or content by pursuing a 
life cut off from others. God has created you to be connected with others. And 
wherever you are God offers an opportunity for connection. So, there are two 
truths we see in the Gospel this weekend: The first truth is that God gives us a 
mission to be agents of change to restore the world to what God intended through 
Christ. The second truth is that this mission is to be undertaken in community. So, 
what does that mean practically? How do we restore our communities? Where to 
begin? Look again at the passage from Matthew.  
 



 
 

When Jesus passes on His authority to the apostles and establishes the core 
purpose of the Church, He tells them to baptize in the name of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. We are not to simply relate to God in some ambiguous, vague, 
or indefinite way; instead, Jesus gives us the name for each person of the Trinity. 
We are invited into an intimate relationship with God and that begins at baptism.  
 
The name of God includes all three persons: Father, Son and Spirit. By knowing 
these three different names we know what we need to know about God. God is 
Father because He is our Creator, the origin of absolutely everything. God is Father 
because He is the transcendent authority of creation. God is Son. The second 
person of the Trinity, God from God, light from light, true God from true God who 
became flesh and who showed the Father’s love for us by dying on the cross. God 
is the Holy Spirit. The third person of the Trinity proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. The Spirit lives in us and He is with us to guide us.  
 
Jesus reveals the name of each person of the Trinity so that we can know what we 
need to know about God. It’s true: there is a level of connection that is established 
when we know someone’s name. On the other hand, it is hard to advance much in 
a relationship if you don’t know someone’s name. Besides, we honor people and 
show great respect for them when we know their name. We are drawn to people 
who care enough to know our name. So, this week our assignment is simply to get 
to know the names of our neighbors.  
 
I’ve already admitted to you that I am a pretty good neighbor I like saying hello to 
my neighbors and talking with them. I just have one problem I have a hard time 
with names. I don’t know the names, or at least the full names of some of my 
neighbors. Well actually, I do know the name of my immediate next-door neighbor 
and a couple of neighbors across the street. But that is only because the mailman 
has mistakenly delivered their mail to my house on different occasions.  
 
A majority of Americans say that they don’t know the names of any of their 
neighbors. Let’s identify one or two neighbors whose names we don’t know and 
get to know them this week. Then, add their names to our prayer intentions.  
 
Jesus gives us this huge mission to go into the world to bring people into 
relationship with God, to build His kingdom, and to renew and restore the world. 
And yet, it all comes down to some very simple steps we can take just next door. 



 
 

Pray for your neighbors and then get to know their names so you can pray for them 
by name. And, when you have the opportunity, greet them by name.  
 
You know, the sweetest sound to anyone’s ears is the sound of their name.  


