
 
 

Next Door Week 4 – Final Week 

 

We are in the fourth and final week of our series we are calling Next Door: The Art 

of Neighboring. The premise of this series has been that God wants you to be a source 

of His goodness and grace. You already know that. But the further premise of this 

series has been that God wants you to be a source of goodness and grace in your 

neighborhood.  

 

If you are a Christian, if you’re a Christ follower, the Holy Spirit is sending you to 

be an instrument of His goodness and grace to the people that live near you. You do 

not live where you live by accident but for reasons of providence, reasons known to 

God. You probably didn’t move into your neighborhood or choose your house to be 

a blessing to your neighbor.   

 

Through the course of this series, we’ve been working to change our thinking and 

take some initial steps towards allowing God to use us in our neighborhood. The 

Christian faith is always a faith that is placed in creation, in history, in time. It is 

meant to get very, very specific and particular. The whole story of the Bible is filled 

with stories in which God invites others to build His kingdom and make known His 

love in specific neighborhoods. So too, the call for us is to be in a particular place 

and be there to embody the presence and purpose of God. We are to make God’s 

love and blessing known in the specific environments in which we live our lives. Of 

course, this is not easy. And there are obstacles and objections brought to us by the 

culture and our personalities. Besides, who has the time?  

 

We laid out a few challenges: To pray for our neighbors, the ones we know and the 

ones we don’t know. To get to know some of our neighbor’s names. And then, 

praying for them by name/greeting them by name. And finally, maybe to even reach 

out and share fellowship, invite someone over for dinner or a barbeque.  

 

I have heard that people are doing their homework. Someone came up to me after 

Mass and let me know that she was having a barbecue for her neighbor’s last 

weekend. I’ve heard that it went very well, and I look forward to hearing more. I can 

tell that the Holy Spirit is moving in the community. For me, I’m still struggling 

with names of my neighbors, but I am praying for each and every one of them and 

that’s progress. So, I guess I would give myself a C for the series, which is a better 

grade than I thought I would get going.  

 

As we wrap up this series, today we are going to look to understand the root of our 

fragmentation in our neighborhoods and the vision God has for us. By the way, if 



 
 

you missed any or all of this series you can always catch up online just go to our 

web site, look for “Weekend Messages”  

 

In the first week of the series, we looked at some of the societal reasons for the 

fragmentation of our neighborhoods, but the root cause of that fragmentation goes 

much further back than that. To truly understand it, we go all the way back to the 

beginning of the story, which we read about in the book of Genesis.  

 

Often, we treat the book of Genesis like a fairy tale or a children’s story because 

many of us learned about Genesis as children. We learned about it at the same time 

we were hearing fairy tales. Perhaps we’ve left it in that category… never really 

dealing with it as adults. Besides some of its apparent assertions contradict with what 

we have learned from science. If you are an unchurched person, you might have 

walked away from Church because of books like Genesis. It seems like nonsense.  

 

Our new series starting next weekend is called IN THE BEGINNING and will be 

completely devoted to the Book of Genesis. We will go deeper into the truth of this 

Scripture hopefully providing more insightful understanding of this incredibly 

important book of the Bible which is anything but fiction or fairy tale. We will be 

digging down into the truth of Genesis, and the practical, helpful, indispensable 

truths for living it provides. This will be an especially great series for your 

unchurched friends who maybe find this part of the Bible a real obstacle to faith. So, 

as a kind of primer, or teaser today we are going to look at Genesis by starting with 

the third chapter which describes what is called “The Fall.”  

 

Genesis tells us that God created the world good, without any flaws. Genesis goes 

to great lengths to tell us it is good. God created the world good, and He created 

human beings very good. This raises the question: if God created the world so good, 

then why is it so screwed up? If an all-powerful God created the world good, then 

what went wrong? Did God make a mistake? If people are created so good, then why 

do they do such terrible things to one another? To the point of this series, why do 

you have crazy neighbors who mow their lawn at 5am on Saturday mornings?  

 

The third chapter of Genesis tells us what went wrong. When God created the world 

and had it just as He wanted it, He had only one rule. Basically, that rule came down 

to trust. Our first parents had to trust Him. And we know what happened, they ate 

the forbidden fruit, which was essentially a refusal to trust. Which introduces sin. 

And sin introduces alienation. A three-fold alienation.  



 
 

Three major problems that have affected humanity throughout history and still 

trouble us today. The first problem happens immediately after they eat the forbidden 

fruit. Let’s listen to this passage from Genesis:  

 

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; so 

they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. (Genesis 3:7) 

 

As a result of sin, human beings are no longer comfortable in their own skin. After 

eating the fruit, their eyes were opened to their own vulnerability and frailty. 

Whereas before disobeying God they were clothed in divine protection, in breaking 

God’s law they discard that protection and are naked before the world. They are no 

longer comfortable in their own skin. The first alienation is from “ourselves” 

which leads to a second.  

 

Genesis continues: When they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 

garden in the cool of the evening, the man and his wife hid themselves from the Lord 

God (Genesis 3:8)  

 

The phrase “walking in the garden in the cool of the evening” suggests the pattern 

of the relationship that had existed. God would visit them at the very time of day we 

usually put aside our work and relax with friends. After their disobedience, that 

changed. Not on God’s part, but on theirs. They hid from their former fellowship 

with God. They are alienated from Him.  

 

Genesis continues, The Lord God called to the man and asked him, “Where are 

you?” (Genesis 3:9)  

 

God, of course, knows exactly where Adam is. He is asking Adam where he thinks 

he is relationally. He is asking Adam to assess his own situation and acknowledge 

his mistake, which Adam fails to do.  

 

He answered, “I heard you in the garden; but I was afraid, because I was naked, so 

I hid myself.” (Genesis 3:10) and God responds, “Who told you that you were naked? 

You have eaten from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat?” (Genesis 3:11)  

 

Since Adam doesn’t admit the truth to eating the fruit, God calls him out. Whereas 

before God and man could have this open honest conversation with one another, now 

Adam is posturing; he is trying to hide what is really happening from God. We do 

this as well. We may posture before God in prayer or not really reveal what is going 

on in our hearts and in our lives. People who have a great relationship with God, on 



 
 

the other hand, are incredibly honest with God. This is the relationship God wants 

with us, but as a result of the Fall, we have a tendency to hide from God our true 

thoughts and feelings. We pretend that God cannot see us. This is the second 

alienation…alienation from God.  

 

So, after God calls out Adam, does Adam acknowledge his mistake? Not exactly… 

The man replied, “The woman you put here with me – she gave me fruit from the 

tree, and so I ate it.” (Genesis 3:12) Adam blames God and he blames Eve. He says 

to God, “the woman you put here with me” So, God it’s your fault for creating her 

and her fault for giving the fruit to me. This is the third form of alienation which 

sin brings. Just as Adam is alienated from Eve, we are alienated from other 

people.  

 

All the problems in the world come down to this threefold alienation. We are 

uncomfortable with ourselves. We are not in right relationship with God. We 

are out of sorts with our neighbors.  

 

We are uncomfortable with ourselves. We fear that our vulnerabilities will be 

exposed and so we hide from God and others, so they won’t see our own discomfort. 

And the reason we are not comfortable with ourselves is because we do not have an 

honest relationship with God. Sin leads to fear and alienation. God did not create us 

in this state, but after the fall, it became the new normal.  

 

We assume it is normal because that is what we see. But it is not normal or what 

God intends. But even from the beginning, God has a plan to deal with that problem. 

God makes a promise. He speaks to the serpent who had tempted them and says, “I 

will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike at your head, while you strike at his heel.” (Genesis 3:14)  

 

God points to the coming of a Savior, who would one day save us from our own 

alienation. God sent his Son into the world. He is the offspring of the woman, who 

of course is Mary. And through the Cross, He strikes at the head of sin and evil and 

death. He destroys them thereby eliminating alienation. And when we’re talking 

about the art of neighboring, we’re talking about doing the same thing. Connecting 

with your neighbor isn’t just about having a more pleasant neighborhood.  

 

Connecting with neighbors is about obeying God and putting ourselves in right 

relationship with Him by living in right relationship with those around us.  



 
 

Connecting with neighbors is about overcoming our own fears and becoming the 

people God wants us to be and we want to be. It’s about living like we’re actually 

redeemed in Christ. 


