
Love Lives V  
 
We continue our celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord on this Fifth Sunday in 
the Season of Easter. We are also in the 5th week of our message series. In the course 
of this series, we’ve seen how Jesus was love in action. Of course, as we all know, 
loving others does not always guarantee a loving response. Jesus acted with perfect 
love and what was the result? His enemies sentenced him to death. It looked like liked 
love had failed because love died that day on the cross. But then something happened 
that no one expected. Jesus conquered death. Easter is the celebration that love lives. 
God is love and he lives.  
 
Through a relationship with Jesus Christ and His grace we can access the power to 
love the people around us the way we really want to love them. Our efforts to love 
others based on only our good intentions often disappoint. Loving them through the 
power that comes from the love of God in our hearts is a very different approach. 
Easter says we can access that love. And that’s what this series is all about.  
 
To love as God loves, we talked about seeing them as God sees them. We looked at 
what love looks like when it comes to disagreements and divisions. To love as the Lord 
loves, we will be the first to bring peace and reconciliation in our relationships. Last 
week, we looked at two aspects of love that seem to be oppositional… but actually go 
hand in hand, they form a kind of double-edged sword to love. To really love others, 
we must bring grace and truth to the relationship; we love people as they are, but we 
want to love them enough to help them grow. If you’ve missed any of these past 
messages, they are available online at holyeucharist.org. Just click on “Weekend 
Messages”  
 
This week we are once again looking at love as expressed in action and service. And 
in the interest of transparency, the purpose of this message is twofold. First, it is to 
make the argument that love must be put into action. If you are going to grow in love, 
it requires service on other people’s behalf. Second, I am going to try and convince 
you that one of your best opportunities for serving and putting love in action is right 
here in your parish.  
 
Our goal is that every member becomes a minister (and if this is where you typically 
go to church, you are a member). A minister is kind of like a volunteer in that they 
freely give up some of their time to serve without pay, on behalf of some good cause. 
However, we use the word minister because it is a biblical word. In the New Testament 



those who serve in the Church are called ministers, and their service is called ministry. 
Interestingly, in the Bible, the service of the angels in heaven is also called ministry.  
 
Paul writes in his letter to the Ephesians, “And he gave some as apostles, others as 
prophets, others as evangelists, others as pastors, to equip the holy ones for the work 
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-12) 
 
According to the Bible my job isn’t the ministry of the parish but rather equipping you 
for the work of ministry. Paul says it is my job to help every member think of 
themselves as a minister. If this is your church, this is where you worship and grow; 
serving is a form of worship and essential for growth. 
 
We find some insight into serving in the First Letter of John. Children, let us love not 
in word or speech but in deed and truth. (1 John 3:18) John compares and contrasts 
words or speech with deeds and truth. John is underscoring that for love to be real 
and true it must be practical and helpful. Then he outlines the benefits of putting love 
into action through service. Now this is how we shall know that we belong to the truth 
and reassure our hearts (1 John 3:19-20) John says that it is through service of others 
that we know that we belong to the truth that is God.  
 
When we serve, it reinforces our status as sons and daughters of God. Does service 
make us sons and daughters of God? Do we perform acts of service to earn God’s 
favor? No. God already loves you and there is nothing you can do to get God to love 
you anymore or any less. So why serve?  
 
John cites three benefits of service. The first benefit of service is that it will “reassure 
our hearts” (1 John 3:19-20) While God loves you, service makes you more aware of 
God ‘s love for you. It is a way in which you can actually experience and grow in 
awareness of God’s love for you.  
 
John continues with the second benefit of service, “beloved, if our hearts do not 
condemn us, we have confidence in God and receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.” (1 John 3:21-22) 
When we serve, our hearts are reassured of God’s love for us and because our hearts 
are reassured of God’s love for us, “we have confidence in God.”   
 
Every one of the people described in the Scriptures, as having a close relationship with 
God, worked for him. They weren’t all perfect people, or mystics or prophets. But all 



the heroes of the Bible had one thing in common: they were willing to work for the 
Lord. It was through their service that they grew in intimacy with God. Did you ever 
notice that when you work alongside someone for the same mission, for the same 
purpose your connection grows? This is what happens with us and God. So, the 
second benefit of service is that your faith and confidence in God grows.  
 
John continues, “and his commandment is this: we should believe in the name of his 
Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another just as he commanded us.” (1 John 3:23) This 
is the third benefit of service – it is helping us become who in our heart of hearts we 
truly want to be and who Christ wants us to be. We serve because, in our heart of 
hearts, we want to be loving people. We want to be people who add value to the lives 
of others.  
 
So here is what we are asking you to do. We are going to ask you to join us for Match 
Point on Sunday, May 23rd after the 10:30am Mass. What is Match Point? Match Point 
is the way we are connecting our members who are interested in serving into ministry 
– it is the first step. It is a 30-minute presentation that will be offered both online and 
in person. If you have signed up to serve before but never followed through, do it this 
time. If you have served before and had a bad experience, try again in a different 
ministry. If you signed up before and we messed up, give us another try…we’ve gotten 
better at this.  
 
There are four different categories of Ministry Teams for our Weekend Ministries.  
 
One is our Host Ministries. Our Host Ministries include ushers, greeters, Welcome 
Desk and Café. maybe parking lot ushers in the future. These ministries provide layers 
of welcome and acceptance that shape the experience of “radical hospitality” we’re 
after.  
 
Next is our Tech Ministry. Our Tech Ministry streams our Mass online. Even if you 
don’t think of yourself as a technical person, we’ll train you and it isn’t as hard as it 
looks. I couldn’t do it, but many of you could.  
 
Then there’s our Ministries that work with our youth. These ministries include Time 
Travelers, KidZone, HERO and LIFT that work directly with children from infants to 
high school students, but there are also behind the scenes roles you can serve in too.  
 



Finally, there’s our Prayer Ministry. The ministers in our Prayer Ministry pray for the 
intentions submitted by our parishioners and visitors through our homepage link or 
on our online Mass platform.  
 
In all these ministries, we are not asking for a huge time commitment. In many roles 
we’re looking for two hours, once or twice a month. Our ministry leaders work hard 
to accommodate people’s busy and complicated schedules.  
 
Check out our homepage on our website for more information about ministries and 
to sign up for Match Point. Ministry, as it is undertaken here, really is a joy. And I think 
that is the norm. It is our member ministers that make the biggest difference in the 
life of this church. Because they’re making a difference in the lives of others. As your 
pastor, I want you to have the same experience of making a difference in the lives of 
others. So, before you leave today, make the commitment to check out Match Point. 
Sign up through our Kiosk here in the Church or online at home.  
 
In today’s Gospel Jesus teaches that “I am the true vine” (John 15.1) And He compares 
us to the branches of that vine, branches that must bear fruit. Fruit is the service He’s 
looking for from you. St. John Henry Newman said, “God has created me to do Him 
some definite service. He has committed some work to me which He has not 
committed to another. I have my mission.” You have a mission too and it will go 
undone if you don’t do it. Don’t just go to church. Be the church.  


