
Love Lives: Week 4 
 
We continue our celebration of the resurrection of the Lord on this fourth 
Sunday of Easter. We are also in the fourth week of our current message series.  
 
In the course of this series, we've seen how the Lord was love in action. 
Sometimes His love was gentle and kind, sometimes His love was challenging 
and even fierce. Of course, as we all know, loving others does not always 
guarantee a loving response. You can do good and love others, and they might 
not like you or criticize you for it. That's what happened to Him. Jesus acted with 
perfect love His whole life. And what was the result? His enemies sentenced 
Him to death. It looked like love failed because love died that day on the cross. 
However, on Easter Sunday, Jesus emerged from the grave victorious over sin, 
death, and darkness. He who is love in action could not be defeated.  
 
Easter is a celebration that the same power that gave Jesus the ability to love in 
such an amazing way is available to us too. Through a relationship with Jesus 
Christ and His grace, we can access the power to love as He did, which is the 
power to love the people around us, the way we want to love them. Easter says 
we have access to that love. And that's what this series is all about.  
 
We have considered, in the course of this series, that it's important to strive to 
see others as God sees them, to hold them in the same value as He does, as His 
sons and daughters. We said, in fact, to love as God loves, we've got to see as 
God sees. And then last week, we looked at what love looks like when there's 
disagreements, when there's divisions in our relationships. From the risen Lord, 
we learned that love goes first. Love always goes first. What does that look like? 
We are the first to bring peace and reconciliation into our relationships.  
 
Today, we're going to look briefly at two aspects of love that seem to be in 
opposition to each other, but actually go hand in hand. They form a kind of 
double-edged sword to love. To really love people, we need both aspects, or 
expressions, of love that we are going to be discussing. One of them is highly 
valued in our culture and the other, I'd argue, isn't. And to help us out in our 
reflection, we're going to look at the first letter of John, which is a book of the 
Bible that we read during this Easter season.  
First John was written by the Apostle John, who was the closest friend and 
follower of the Lord. He'd seen Jesus up close and personal, over an extended 
period of time, and he'd learned to love from the master himself. And having 



experienced the love of God, he can succinctly explain these two interconnected 
aspects of love that we're discussing today.  
 
So he begins by saying, "See what love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
may be called children of God yet so we are. The reason the world does not know 
us is that it did not know Him." So, John is deliberately drawing attention to a 
truth that really is an incredible truth. God has loved us so much that He grants 
us this special status not as servants, but as sons and daughters.  
 
Now, if you've grown up in the church, that might not sound like breaking news 
to you because you were taught from the time you were a child that God is 
Father, and that's just how you think of Him. But this revelation really does make 
Christianity stand apart from every other faith or religion in the whole history 
of the world. The pagan gods of the ancient world didn't love human beings. 
They used them for their own purposes. According to their own mythology, they 
used and abused people. For Muslims, the idea of calling God Father would be 
considered irreverent. Muslims acknowledge that we serve God, we honor God, 
but they would never presume a familial relationship with Him. And even for 
the Jewish people, our revered forebearers in faith, while God is understood to 
hold a father-like role, He's never addressed that way. 
 
In contrast, Jesus instructed us to use in prayer a childlike level of intimacy that 
God invites us into by using the informal and intimate, Abba, Papa, Daddy really 
an amazing level of intimacy, and what do we do to earn that relationship with 
God? What have we done that makes us so special that we get to call God, Papa? 
Nothing, absolutely nothing at all. We're only favored in this way because of the 
cross of Christ. And we embraced this favor by believing in the cross of Christ, 
and what Christ did for us there. That's the first half of this love that John 
teaches about.  God loves us and accepts us for who we are, as we are, before 
we do anything for Him.  
 
You don't have to clean up your act to start going to church. There are no 
conditions on this love. It's unconditional, immediate and inexhaustible. And 
historically, this was a counter-cultural message. It's really not anymore. In 
general, our society largely encourages this aspect of love by understanding and 
accepting people, whoever they are, no matter what. And that's as it should be.  
As a church, we want to reflect this kind of love. And this is why we can’t wait 
to bring back our greeters and café ministry. We want to communicate welcome 
and acceptance to every single person who sets foot in our doors. Every positive 
interaction has the possibility to change a life.  



 
A basic expression of love is acceptance, but that's just one side of that two-
edged sword I mentioned. There's another dimension to love that is equally 
important, and John goes on to discuss it, "We are God's children now. It does 
not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when He appears, we shall 
be like Him for we'll see Him as He is." John says that we're God's children now, 
but it doesn't yet appear what we shall be.  
 
God already accepts us as His children, but that doesn't mean that He's finished 
with us. God wants more. God wants us to be more than we are now. God wants 
us to grow just like any good parent wants their kids to grow. God loves us 
enough to accept who we are, where we are, as we are, but He loves us too 
much to leave us where we are, as we are, who we are. He wants more. God 
loves us so much that He wants to fashion us into the image of His Son.  
 
John goes on to write, "Everyone who thus hopes in Him, purifies himself as He 
is pure." Everyone who really understands that God loves us, understands that 
He's not satisfied with us. He's not satisfied with our faults, and failures, and 
imperfections, and insecurities, and all the rest. He wants us to cooperate with 
His grace to grow, to grow beyond our greed, our anger, our jealousy, and 
everything that interferes with the best version of ourselves. And this is a part 
of love our culture doesn't always get, which makes it more challenging for us.  
 
Love accepts people where they are, but it also seeks to positively influence 
them, to challenge, and change them. In fact, one builds on the other. 
Acceptance opens the door to influence. If you want to influence me, show me 
that you accept me first, then your influence is going to have a lot more power.   
 
Our instinct, my instinct for sure, is to mind my own business and turn a blind 
eye on any kind of problems or challenges in other people. Sure, there can be a 
danger of getting too much into other people's business, of becoming nosy, but 
love doesn't keep quiet when it sees someone who needs to be challenged to 
grow. Love is patient with people and people's faults for sure, but it also helps 
people beyond that, to the better version that they can be. Somewhere around 
the age of reason, we come to the false conclusion that we can either tell the 
truth or keep a relationship, but we can't do both. The reality is that when you 
hold back truth that people need to hear, you weaken intimacy. It's a disservice 
to the relationship.  
 



Now, you might be thinking…it’s hard to tell the truth. “I'm not going to do that.” 
“I've tried it before, and it hasn't worked out.” “People have gotten angry with 
me and I'm just going to mind my own business.” And I understand that 
perspective, but I challenge you to reflect on what happened and why. Maybe 
your timing was off. Maybe you spoke out of anger or frustration. Maybe you 
came on too strong. Maybe you did not use the right words. But maybe you did 
everything right, and they weren’t ready or open to hear the truth. Here’s the 
thing, if you aren't going to tell the truth to someone, then don't lie to yourself 
and say that it's because you don't want to upset them. Be honest and admit it. 
“I don't want to fight.” “I don't like conflict.” “I'm afraid.”  
 
Telling the truth is hard.  
 
So, the first step toward loving others in truth is being honest with yourself. And 
that's why we challenge everyone to get into a small group where you're held 
accountable, and you can grow in your faith and in relationship with God. That 
way, you can discern what conversations you need to have with people. We also 
encourage everyone to step up their prayer game and participate in the 
sacraments. They strengthen us to have those hard conversations and help us 
discern what to say. And then the second step is being honest with others.  
 
John in his gospel says, "Jesus Christ came to us full of grace and truth." Full of 
grace and truth, both together, that's Christ. Jesus accepted people for who they 
are, that's the grace part. But He loved them enough to challenge them to 
change and grow, that's the truth part. One time a woman was caught in the act 
of adultery. The authorities literally condemned her to death, but Jesus stood 
up for her and saved her life. That's the grace part. And then He charged her not 
to commit adultery anymore. That's the truth part. That's the pattern we see 
over and over and over again in the gospels; Jesus would accept people where 
they were no matter what, but then challenge them to grow. He wouldn't allow 
people to deceive themselves into thinking that they didn't have any faults or 
flaws or room to grow.  
 
Love accepts, but love challenges, and love challenges only after it accepts.  


