
In the Beginning V11: Tower of Babel

We are in the seventh week of our series
called “In the Beginning.”

We’ve been looking at the first book of the
Bible where we want to focus on the “Tower of
Babel.”

So let’s get set to get the juices flowing
tonight...Since His word is what it’s all about…

Come on!

Come on… Come on...O God

And show us where it’s at,...

The name of God’s Place is
“‘ I like it like that””... O, Yeah!

Now that we’ve had our little “Motown”
moment,”

What better time to have Our Father show
us where it’s at?



We left off....In the beginning...With Our
God, who always was and always will be
created everything, and it was good

He established order with humans over
creation, but under God to till and to keep

As we move on with “His Story,” sin enters the
world, with Adam and Eve turning  away from
God, but God doesn’t

God pursues and promises them hope,
however, because of this, they are banished
from the Garden.

Clearly, we see it going from bad to worse
with their kids Cain and Abel

Things start to get better with the story of
Noah, but looking worse for humanity again in
the story we’re looking at today...the tower of
Babel

The reality of Genesis is that man lives with
the consequences of his actions.

The reason for division, fragmentation and
sin in the world is because human beings
choose to turn away from God.



For those of us who can remember back in
the day, a tv show called “Father knows best.”

It was about how a family’s father was able
to direct his family throughout their lives back
then.

Throughout “His Story,...” “Our
Father,...”who knows best, directs us.

This Story, His word, “Shows us where it's
at” in Genesis, and also, throughout the bible.

“His Story” begins in this way

The whole world had the same language,
and the same words. Gen. 11:1

Everyone could understand one another.

So why is there a divide, a fragmentation
among human beings in our speech today?

We learn that it is because of a specific sin.

When “They” were migrating from the east,
they came to the valley in the land of Shinar
and settled there. Gen. 11:2



Among them was the family of Nimrod.
Nimrod was the great-grandson of Noah, and
the grandson of Ham. Nimrod was also the first
mighty warrior in history.

However, many think the name “Nimrod” is
slang for stupidity.

As a matter of fact, it’s usage in this way
can be traced back to an old 1932 Bugs Bunny
cartoon,

Where Bugs called Elmer Fudd a ‘Poor,
little Nimrod’

- and we all know how Bugs felt about
good old Elmer Fudd.

But in his day, the real Nimrod was actually
a pretty creative guy. He and his family invented
bricks and went on to build the infamous Tower
of Babel - the problem is that they did so
against God’s wishes.

Maybe this is why we associate ‘Nimrod’
with stupidity - because it’s not too smart to
ignore God.

Nimrod became “A legend in his own mind”
so much that he insisted the people worship
him as a “Sungod.”



Genesis says, “‘They said to one another,
‘Come, let us mold bricks and harden them with
fire.’”

And with this new discovery, they plan to do
something with it...It says,

“They then said, ‘“Come, let us build
ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the
sky, and so make a name for ourselves;
otherwise we shall be scattered all over the
earth.”’Gen: 11:4

We come to find that this is the sin that
offended God. It might not sound that bad, so
why was it such a big deal to make a name for
themselves?

Shouldn’t we all be concerned about a good
name and reputation?

Ironically, the Hebrew word for “name” is
“Shem,” (son of Noah) who blessed him for the
respect he demonstrated, when he was drunk
and naked.

Because of this, Our Father chose Shem as
the person through whom His blessing was to
move forth into the world.



We see our Father, who knows best,
chooses well His blessing as they eventually
lead to the Patriarch Abraham (and eventually
our truly in our savior-Jesus)

Meanwhile, back in Babylon, the people
want to make a name for themselves, instead of
letting God give them their name and allowing
the blessing to flow through Shem

They want to (sesede) succeed apart from
God, and build their own kingdom.

And this is at the heart of rebellion against
God.

They're saying, “I don’t want to live under
your authority!

I want to do it all on my own!

This showed they misunderstood our
Spiritual Reality.

God’s authority is a fact of existence in the
universe which He created, so they were being
illogical to the sense of this.

If you trust God with your reputation, then it
is in His hands.

If your goal is to not have a great name, but
to make God’s name great,



then you’ll never have to worry about what
people say about you or what you’re known for.

As we have said in the beginning of this
message series,

God is the creator and we are the created.
God makes a name for us.

So much goes wrong when we want to
make a name for ourselves.

The people of Babylon want to make a great
name for themselves and start this kingdom
outside of God’s kingdom by building a tower
into the sky

And here's what happens next.

“The Lord came down to see the city and
the tower that the people had built.” Gen. 11:5

That verse is a dig, in a sense that the lord
still had to come down to see the city and the
tower.

Genesis continues:

Then the lord said: “If now, while while they
are one people and all have the same
language,



Nothing they presume to do will be out of their
reach.

We see that our Father once again, “Knows
Best,”

The wisdom of Our Father tells us: that
because man is created in God’s image,

he is capable of great things,
but because man is not God, he is

imperfect.

Thus, any pursuits for the glory of man are
inherently imperfect,

since they do not include God,

They will inevitably crumble in the face of
our many shortcomings; such as greed, envy,
pride, ect. ect.

And most importantly, our morality.

“‘Come, let us go down and confuse their
language, so that no one will understand the
speech of one another.

This is an act of mercy on God’s part. Since
the people are unified to oppose God and rebel



against Him,Their ability to do great evil will
increase.

As we see through history, great good can
be accomplished when people work together for
a common purpose, but so can great evil.
So “Our Father, who knows best, confuses their
speech.

“ So the Lord scattered them from there all
over the earth, and they stopped building the
city.

That is why it was called Babel, because there
the Lord confused the speech of all the world.

So God scatters them all over the world and
the end of this story is the conclusion of what is
called the primeval events in Genesis.

The families of the earth are hopelessly
scattered around the known world.

But again, We confront this problem of evil.

Even though God has tried to drown it out of
existence, evil still exists.



So let me show you what it’s all about!

The story of Babel reinforces the overall
teaching of the primeval cycle that man must
learn his limits;

that the unchecked expression for the drive
for life is ultimately counterproductive and
results in death, destruction and isolation.

The tower of Babel stands in our minds as
a symbol of human pride.

It stands as a symbol of confusion, and a
failure to communicate and listen to each other.

“The kingdom of God is built in secret.

It is built in the presence of God’s secret
seeing.”

The kingdom of God is where God reins and
God rules.

It is built up quietly in our hearts,
Prayer by prayer...Act by act...Brick by brick


