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In the Beginning - Week 1: Introduction  

Genesis begins with… “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Now the earth was formless and empty, and darkness was over the face of the 

deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. And God 

said, “Let there be light!” And there was light.”  

“In the beginning…” This is how the book of Genesis starts. The first words of our 

Holy Scriptures opens with beginnings. If you take a look above me, you will see 

this scripture depicted in the stained glass. It is fitting that our stained glass, which 

depicts this beginning, is above the altar, the ultimate place for new beginnings.  

Aren’t we all oriented to be inquisitive about our beginnings? Maybe we’re 

researching our lives and our beginnings and origins by looking up our ancestors 

and heritage. After all, websites mapping family trees is a booming business today. 

Maybe you’re wondering about your origin or about how this all came to be… 

Aren’t we all wired to be a little curious?  

For centuries, the origin of the world has been contemplated by many. Where did 

we come from? Where are we going? are questions that have been asked through 

the ages. And to try to settle our curiosity, many ancient religions and cultures 

produced myths, stories and theories concerning origins. Some philosophers have 

said that everything is God, that the world is God. This is called Pantheism. Still 

others have said that two eternal principles exist, Good and Evil, and they are 

locked in permanent conflict. This is called Dualism.  

Some have theorized that the physical world is evil, the product of a fall, and is thus 

to be rejected or left behind whereas the spiritual world is the only good. This is 

called Gnosticism. Some admit that the world was made by God, but as by a 

watchmaker who, once he has made a watch, abandons it to itself. This theory 

called Deism says “Sure, God created but He’s not active in the world today.” 

Finally, others have rejected any supreme origin for the world, and see it as merely 

the interplay of matter, stuff that’s just always been here. This is called Materialism.  

All these attempts bear witness to the fact that the question of origins is embedded 

deep in our hearts. It is a distinctively human thing to wonder about these big 

questions. And as Christians, we have an account too, regarding origins. The 

account that our Bible gives us in the Book of Genesis is critical to our 
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understanding of our faith, our God, ourselves, and the world we live in. BUT This 

Book of Genesis can be hard to understand. It contains stories of 6 days of creation, 

and a garden, a tree, and a talking serpent. There are stories of brothers and 

murder – an ark and a flood. And if you read them too closely If you think too hard 

about them, your head starts to hurt.  

These stories seem impossible to believe. Or at least quite difficult to reconcile with 

our modern world. And because of that, we’re not sure what to believe about them, 

and so it’s simply easier to keep that book of the Bible buried on the shelf. You 

might say, we have lost these scriptures. Well, for the next few weeks, we’re going 

to rediscover them. We’re going to spend some time reading and talking about this 

part of the Bible.  

Did you know that “In the beginning” is really an introduction to Chapters 1-11 in 

Genesis? It’s called ‘primeval history’ or ‘pre-history.’ Chapters 1-11 contain action 

stories that tell us about the beginning of the world. They contain power and 

wisdom and insight. And that’s what we’re going to read together over the next 

few weeks.  

So, we have these important stories but before we jump in, we have to 

acknowledge all of the questions that are raised when we examine these stories. 

Questions about… History… Science…its relationship to other ancient literature. 

Let’s start there today. Let’s take a moment to look into these questions.  

First, let’s start with fact that there are other creation stories from the Ancient Near 

East. These creation myths are from Mesopotamia, Babylon, Assyria like the Enuma 

Elish – Book of the Dead – and others. In some cases, they closely resemble Genesis. 

They contain flood and gods creating. While they do contain elements that 

resemble what is contained in Genesis, it would be inaccurate to say they are the 

same. They are not the same. These creation stories have multiple warring deities 

while Genesis has a Single Creator. These creation stories describe a world of chaos 

and violence while Genesis depicts a world of order and goodness and love. 

Humanity was created to fulfill a drudgery of tasks in these Ancient Near East 

creation stories while humanity is the pinnacle of creation in Genesis.  

The fact that there are other ancient creation stories doesn’t jeopardize the validity 

of Genesis. On the contrary, we acknowledge these other stories, but we see them 

as a context for Genesis. We see that God is using these other ancient stories to set 
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apart the truth of creation. These other ancient myths give us contextual clues that 

reveal to us more about our God. This quickly gets us asking questions about 

accuracy which today means science.  

How can you reconcile Genesis and modern science? The secular culture likes to 

separate faith and science. I spoke to a young man not long ago who said to me, “I 

don’t believe in God. I believe in science.” It seems like they are at odds with each 

other. But that is not the message of Christianity… The reality is science and faith 

go together. Why? Truth cannot contradict truth.  

As we’ll read over the next few weeks, God created an ordered world. It’s that 

ordered world that science studies. Science and faith do go together. And as for 

the Bible, the Bible does not intend to teach people about science. But it does 

intend to teach people about God. Let me put it this way – science answers “how” 

questions while the Bible answers “why” questions. Science can never answer the 

ultimate “why” questions. For instance, take a cake: a scientist can study and 

dissect it, look at various elements, figure out how many calories, examine chemical 

composition, molecular level, describe what it is, how it came to be the way it is, 

and on and on. But only the baker, the creator of the cake, can tell you who made 

it and why it was made.  

So fundamentally faith and science are asking and answering different questions – 

so if you feel Genesis contradicts scientific views, know that it is not a scientific 

account. 

Lastly, what about history? How historically accurate is Genesis? After all, we’re 

going to read about people living for hundreds of years. This involves a discussion 

around genre… Genre matters. The type of literature matters in terms of how you 

read it. For example, Take a book of poetry…it has improper punctuation and 

grammar, capitalization – no complete sentences. Take a handbook like the Chicago 

Style Manual. It will tell you how to format a research paper but there is No flair… 

no style… no flow. It would be silly to pick up a book of poetry and dismiss it because 

of poor punctuation. It would be equally as silly to read handbook and criticize 

because it has no flow, no emotion, no rhythm. They are two different genres.  

Similarly, some call myth completely symbolic, while some call history totally literal. 

However, the reality is something between. Genesis is history LIKE. It’s historical. It 

does tell of real events but doesn’t fit our modern standards for history. That might 
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seem like a contradiction but think of how ancient history is different. Ancient 

history has no problem with attributing authorship to a work not actually written 

by the real author. We would call that plagiarism. Ancient history has no problem 

recording speeches and events that the historian was not present for. Imagine a 

news article today where the reporter wrote as if he was narrating an eyewitness 

account but said, “I wasn’t actually there.” It would be absurd.  

This is also complicated by fact that there are multiple contributors. It is pretty 

much universally understood that Genesis had multiple authors. Some believe 

there were 2…3 or 4 authors who wrote Genesis because the accounts seem to be 

stitched together and there are inconsistencies. So, Genesis is not intended to be 

taken literal, or even symbolically. It is, though, intended to be taken as somehow 

totally true. And this brings us to … the fact Scripture is authored by God.  

God works through human hands, contexts, and styles to bring about scripture that 

is perfect regarding faith. And so, reading this book takes faith. We cannot tie it up 

neatly in a bow. Pope Francis said, “Whether as scientists or believers, it is always 

important to start by admitting there is much we do not know.” And so, admitting 

there is a lot we don’t know, we’re going to dive into these narratives.  

These stories allow us to put ourselves in the midst of them because Genesis is 

written as narrative. And so, we are called to engage with it. Over next 8 weeks, 

engage with these stories with us. Here is your homework: 1 – Come to Church here 

in person or watch online every week. We live stream our Masses on Sunday at 

8:30am and 10:30am. 2 – To prepare for next weekend, read Genesis 1 this week. 

Read slowly and reflect on what you are reading.  

For many of us, we haven’t read these stories, or we haven’t considered them 

seriously ever or since we were children. We’re not the only ones. That happened 

in Israel’s history too. The Bible mentions that the Israelites lost scriptures, the 

Book of the Law, for years. They were buried in the temple somewhere. Israel’s 

history tells us when King Josiah ruled, repairs were made to the Temple and the 

book was found. In second Kings we hear, “Then Shaphan the secretary informed 

the king, ‘Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.’” (2 Kings 22:10) It’s a book, but 

they don’t even know what it is. Shaphan reads this book to the King, and he is 

convicted by it and repents of his sins. The king has it read to his people, and they 

repent too. Because the king returns to the Lord, he destroys idol worship sites and 
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reinstitutes the Passover. Later in Kings it is said, “Before him there had been no 

king who turned to the Lord as he did… nor could any after him compare with him.” 

(2 Kings 23:25) After rediscovering the Book of the Law, no one before or after 

Josiah could be compared to him.  

No one turned to the Lord as he did. What if that was you this summer?  


