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Hooked III 
Week III 

 
This is the third week of our series...”Hooked.”  
But before we begin, I’d like to take a minute  
to draw your attention to an important 
communication from the diocese about our 
Annual Catholic Appeal. 
 
The Appeal asks each parishioners household  
to make a financial commitment to ministries  
across the Diocese that support  
the work of charity and mercy.  This is something 
we’re all called do to as Christians.  
 
The Appeal provides an opportunity  
to join together with the larger church family  
and be a blessing to parishes, schools and many 
Catholic charities far less blessed than we are here at 
Holy Eucharist.  
 
The Appeal is one of the most effective ways  
our parish can provide financial assistance  
to Catholic ministries beyond our own parish. 
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So I invite you to join me in supporting the Appeal. 
If we all participate, even in some modest way,  
and participation is really what I’m asking for,  
God will bless our efforts  
and continue to bless our parish.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
When Jesus called the first apostles,  
who were fishermen,  
He promised that if they followed Him,  
He would change and transform them,  
beginning with how they fish. 
 
Jesus told His first friends and followers  
that if they followed Him,  
they would become fishers of men.  
 
Like the first disciples, Jesus invites us to engage 
people with the truth of the Gospel.  
 
Following Jesus long enough and closely enough  
will bring you into a relationship with Him 
so that you will want to share your faith with others. 
Last week, we said that this is called 
 

evangelization 
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It is an exercise that calls us into the mission field 
in our own backyard. 
We have opportunities all around us, all the time, 
to bring people to Christ.  
 
Unfortunately, we tend to think of sharing our faith,  
as unnecessary, impolite, perhaps even inappropriate. 
 
However, over the course of this series  
We have been trying to dispel that perspective  
by underscoring two truths: 
 
• First: the most loving way to love others 

is to share Christ with them. 
 

• And Second: sharing our faith is a crucial part of 
growing deeper in our faith. 

 
Here at Holy Eucharist, our strategy is simple, we call 
it 

invest and invite 
 
As you go through your week, be on the look out  
for friends and family who don’t have a relationship 
with Christ.  Then, invest in them through prayer, 
fasting, kindness and encouragement 
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Invest in them in the same way you would invest  
in any relationship. Then, when appropriate,  
invite them to come to church.  
 
As we said before, we are not sending you out there all 
alone and on your own; 
we want to be fishing partners with you. 
That’s why we invest time and resources 
in the music and the message, the hospitality,  
the technology, really everything we do here. 
If you go to the effort to invite someone to church,  
and they actually show up,   
our staff and ministers  
will be working hard, bringing their best, 
to make sure your guest has a great experience. 
 
So, over the course of this series,  
we’ve been asking you to commit to impacting just one 
person.  
 
And when the opportunity presents itself, 
invite them to join us  
for our Lenten series, “Seriously, God?,” which starts 
next week 
and will be an amazing series  
for anyone who is coming to church  
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for the first time in a long time or the first time ever. 
 
Last week, we said that we invite people into a 
relationship with Jesus because He, who has risen 
from the dead, has the power to raise to life their dead 
dreams, their dead relationships.  
Jesus brings life.  
 
If you’ve missed any past messages, you can catch up 
online.  
Go to our home page and then click on Weekend 
Messages. 
Also sending that link to others is an easy way to share 
your faith and the message. 
 
Today, we wrap up the series by looking at a major 
benefit of joining Jesus on a fishing expedition for 
others, and why it is personally worthwhile  
to invest in evangelization.  
 
To help us out, we’re taking a look at a specific passage 
from Luke’s Gospel called the Sermon on the Plain 
as opposed to the Sermon on the Mount 
which is in Matthew. 
 
In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus says, 
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Give and gifts will be given to you;  
a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing,  

will be poured into your lap.  
For the measure with which you measure  

will in return be measured to you. 
Luke 6:38 

 
Here, He uses an image that would have familiar  
to first century listeners.  
Going to the market to buy dry goods,  
such as grain or beans, you would place your purchase  
in the pockets of your robe.  You could only purchase 
what your robe could hold because there were no 
grocery bags. 
 
Jesus is suggesting a scenario in which  
you are able to purchase the maximum amount  
you can possibly take on.   
In this scenario, in order to get more, you have to give 
some away. 
 
“Give and it will be given unto you.” 
Giving to others opens us up to receive  
more of God’s blessings.  
This is true in every aspect of life.  
It is true when it comes to friendship and finances,  
care and kindness, you name it. Anything. Everything. 
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Including your faith.  Like in the example with the 
grain and beans filled to the top of your pocket, you 
have to give some away to get more. 
Likewise, until you are willing to give your faith away 
to others,  
your faith will be stifled and stunted.  
When we share our faith, that’s when we can grow in 
faith. 
 
Let’s come at this from a different angle and  
talk about three approaches to life. This will help us 
think more deeply about why sharing the faith is so 
important and will bring blessings to our lives.  The 
first approach to life is…  
 
Survival 
This is where I live my life to get through another day. 
I just want to pay the bills,  
food on the table, a roof over my head  
and a little bit of fun at the end of the day. 
Survival is good for sure, and everything in us  
aspires to it, but even so, it’s not as good as….the 
second approach to life which is… 
 
Success  
In the success approach, I want more. 
I want to be a high achiever or a high flyer  
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in whatever field I choose  
or area of life I deem important.  
Success can be all about a career or business endeavor. 
Making a name for myself, climbing the ladder,  
playing at the top of my game. The respect of others, 
the respect and appreciation of the world 
or honor and recognition  
among my colleagues and peers is what I aim for. 
Money, awards, accolades… 
The freedom to do whatever I want to do… 
an early and active retirement.  
Success is certainly better than surviving,  
but there is a higher approach to living, which is…  
 
Significance 
This approach to life… means looking to live a life of 
significance. This is where we look to have an impact  
for grace and goodness  
on the people we know and the world around us. 
We exist to impact and influence the lives of others.  
 
Survival and success are good, considering the 
alternatives, they’re more than good; 
they’re aspirational values.  
But they don’t have the depth and breath 
as significance.  
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We have an instinct for survival. 
We might have the drive and ambition for success. 
But, do we have the motivation, the inspiration 
for significance ?   
 
We flourish and grow when connected  
to something of significance beyond ourselves, 
something that transcends  
our needs and wants…our desires and demands.  
 
And as Christ followers, 
we have such a hard-wired connection. 
We have been given the most important message of all, 
the most important message ever,  
that God so loved the world he sent his only son,  
not to condemn the world,  
but that the world might be saved through him. 
 
Because we have been given this message as a pure 
gift from our loving Father,  
we don’t have it…to have it and hold it  
in a holy huddle of churchpeople.  
 
We have it and hold it in order to share it. This 
message is not mean to be kept in our 
possession…stuffed in our full pockets. 
Sharing it  
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brings profound significance and meaning and value  
to the lives of others. 
It also brings profound significance, meaning, value 
to our own lives too.  
 
I’ve seen it in my own life, and I’ve seen it in the lives 
of so many of you. And I’ve seen it  
in the culture of this parish, a church community  
that does not exist just for itself. 
 
Ultimately what we do here is not about the people in 
the Church. 
It’s about getting the people in the Church  
up and out of the Church and making it all about  
the people who are not yet in the Church. 
 
Jesus’ resurrection introduces us  
to a new level of possibilities and potential.  
It changes everything,  
and that’s why we invite others to know Him. 
 
Jesus isn’t just the expert on religion.  
He is the expert on life, every aspect of it.  
When we’re talking about fishing, 
we’re not talking about  
introducing people into a religion.  
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We’re talking about introducing people into a 
relationship, 
a relationship with the one Person  
who understands living life, especially a significant life,  
better than any person who has ever lived. 
The One who has the power over death.  
 
That’s why followers fish.  
 
 


