
Hooked  
Week 2 

 
 
This is the second week of our message 
series…Hooked.  
But before we begin, I’d like to take a minute  
to draw your attention to the Synod.  Over the past few 
weeks, we have been mentioning to you through 
announcements, our website and the bulletin about 
the Synod and its importance in the life of the Church.  
 
Jesus called ordinary fishermen to follow Him on His 
journey. Pope Francis has called us – ordinary people 
to join with him and all baptized people to put out into 
the deep water on a journey together in the Synod – 
listening to each other and listening to the Holy Spirit.   
 
What is a synod?  A synod is a church word that means 
a church council or assembly, but for our sake let us 
call it what it really is, “A gathering of the people of 
God.”    
For this Synod, we are all invited to participate.  We 
are gathering as “a church that listens;” this is our 
opportunity as a Church to let our voices be heard.  
 



This Synod will give each and everyone of us a chance 
to share our experiences of Church…the good, the bad 
and the ugly.   
 
So how is Holy Eucharist participating in the Synod?  
We are offering Spiritual Conversations.  These 
conversations are a spiritual exercise rooted in 
prayer…they are not about debating ideas, 
complaining, or problem solving.  It is an opportunity 
to share your stories about your journey with the 
Church and to have the Church listen. Listening to the 
stories of others with our hearts and minds open will 
help us to discern how God is calling us as a Church to 
walk together.   
 
What does the Spiritual Conversation look like?  
Groups will include 6-8 people with a trained 
facilitator and a notetaker who will guide the process.  
It will take about an hour.  And please note that in the 
recording process, your name will not be shared or 
attached to the stories.    
 
How do you sign up for a Spiritual Conversation? 
There are several ways to do this.  First, on your 
chairs, you will find a Synod prayer card.  The QR code 
on the card will take you right to the website where 
you can sign up to participate in a conversation.  



Second, if you need help signing up or if you are having 
trouble with scanning QR code, don’t see me.  You can 
go to the kiosks by the Daily Chapel or in the Atrium 
where there are friendly people to guide you through 
the process.   
 
[for 8:30 and 10:30am]  The third way to sign up is 
through the online Mass; you will see a button in our 
chat feature that will take you right to the website 
where you can sign up.    
 
Of course, you can also go to the home page of the 
website and click on the Synod image to sign up for a 
conversation and to find more information about the 
Synod. 
 
When you go to the website, you will notice that there 
many conversations scheduled between the middle of 
February and the middle of March for you to choose 
from.   While most are in person, some are online as 
well. Our big push for these conversations will be next 
weekend, February 19th and 20th, after every Mass.  
But be sure to sign up so that we can prepare for you.  
We cannot guarantee space for walk ins.   
 



We are praying to reach at least 200 individuals 
through these Spiritual Conversations.  However, we 
can accommodate even more.  We encourage you to  
invite someone to join you for a conversation.  We all 
know someone who comes to church infrequently or 
who no longer actively participates in the Church.  
Now is the time to allow the Church to hear their story.    
This Synod process encourages everyone to 
participate whether they have been here every day, or 
it has been years since they stepped through our 
doors. 
 
Our participation at Holy Eucharist in the Synod is just 
the beginning of the process.  Our notetakers will 
report to the diocese.  The diocese will report 
regionally and eventually these reports be compiled in 
a North American report.   This report will finally end 
up in Rome. 
 
Hopefully, the Synod will not be a one-time exercise.  
Hopefully, what we do in the Synod today will become 
a way of life, 

• Grounded in Christ and 
• Following the lead of the Holy Spirit, 

In which we pray and listen to each other in authentic, 
meaningful and welcoming ways. 
 



Please take the Synod prayer card with you and 
continue to pray for the process here at Holy 
Eucharist. 
 
Now, back to our regularly scheduled 
program…”Hooked” a brief 3 week message series about 
discipleship.   
 
When Jesus called the first apostles,  
who were fishermen,  
He promised that if they followed Him,  
He would change and transform them,  
beginning with how they fish. 
 
Jesus didn’t promise to make them  
smarter, healthier or wealthier.  
He didn’t even suggest that they would be holier. 
 
Jesus told His first followers that if they followed Him, 
they would become fishers of men.  
He would teach them how to use  
the same skills, patience and determination, 
they used as professional fisherman to bring people 
into a relationship with Him.  
 
Jesus invites us to engage people  
with the truth of the Gospel,  



the truth that God so loved the world  
He gave us His only beloved Son.  
 
Following Jesus long enough and closely enough  
will bring you into a relationship with Him 
so that you will want to share your faith with others. 
The fancy church word for this is 
 

evangelization 
 
We hear the word evangelization, and we think  
It’s not something that we need to participation.   
But actually, evangelization is a basic exercise  
for all Christians…an exercise that calls us into a 
mission field in our own backyard. 
We have opportunities all around us, all the time, 
to bring people to Christ.  
 
Unfortunately, we tend to think of sharing our faith,  
as unnecessary, impolite, and maybe inappropriate. 
 
Over the course of this series, 
we’re underscoring two truths.  
First, the most loving way to love others 
is to share Christ with them. 
 
Second, sharing our faith is a crucial part of 



growing deeper in our faith. 
Our strategy to share our faith is simple, we call it 
 

invest and invite 
 
As you go through your week, be on the look out  
for friends and family members, 
co-workers or classmates  
who don’t have a relationship with Christ.  
They’re not hard to find. 
 
Invest in them.  

- through prayer and maybe some simple fasting 
- through kindness and encouragement 

 
Invest in them in the same way you would invest  
in any relationship. Then, when appropriate, 
invite them to come to church.  
 
We are not sending you out there all on your own,  
we want to be fishing partners with you. 
When you invite someone to Church, the staff and our 
ministers are working hard to make sure your guest 
has a great experience. 
That’s why we invest time and resources 
in the music, technology, and the message,   
It is why we value a spirit of hospitality  



with our volunteer ministers.  
It is why we encourage you to join a Small Group.  
Small Groups are where you grow in your faith and 
grow more comfortable in sharing your faith. 
Signups are now available by clicking on the Small 
Group image on the home page of our website.  For 
this Lent, we are doing a 7-week session book called 
“Seriously, God?” and it partners with our message 
series.   
 
Today, we want to look at why it is essential  
that we bring people into a relationship with Christ.  
To help us we are going to look at a passage  
from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.  
 

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I also received,  
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures;  

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

 
 
Paul reminds the Corinthians  
of the fundamentals of the faith.  
This is Christianity 101 in two verses.  
 
 
Christ’s died in perfect obedience to His Father  
to pay for our disobedience.  
His death put us in right relationship with God. 



And He did it all out of love for us. 
  

He was buried and raised on the third day  
in accordance with the Scriptures 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

 
The Cross in turn leads to the Resurrection.  
His triumph over death. 
 

But if Christ is preached as raised from the dead,  
how can some among you say there is no resurrection of the dead. 

1 Corinthians 15:12 

 
It had come to Paul’s attention  
that some of the Corinthians were saying  
there cannot be a resurrection of the dead.  
So, he says: 
 

If there is no resurrection of the dead,  
then neither has Christ been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, 

then empty too is our preaching; empty, too, your faith. 
1 Corinthians 15:13-14 

 
If Jesus didn’t raise from the dead  
then Paul says His preaching is empty  
and that our faith is hollow.  
 
Our faith rests on the Passion, Death and Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.  
Without it, Christianity is a feel-good idea. 



Jesus’ resurrection to new life  
proved His power over death.  
His cross and resurrection redeemed the whole world. 
The whole point being…. 
 

Now Christ has been raised from the dead,  
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

1 Corinthians 15:120 

 
Jesus is the first  
but He won’t be the last.  
Since Jesus rose from the dead,  
everyone connected to Him will rise too.  
 

And meanwhile if God can raise Jesus from the dead,  
He can raise to life to your dead marriage.   
He can raise to life your dead dreams.  
He can raise to life your dead finances.  

 
Jesus’ resurrection introduces us  
to a new level of possibilities and potential.  
It changes everything; 
that’s why we invite others to know Him. 
 
So, over the next two weeks,  
we are asking you to commit to impacting just one 
person.  
 



And when the opportunity presents itself 
invite them to join us  
for our Lenten series, “Seriously, God?”  
which begins in two weeks. 
It is going to be an amazing series  
for anyone who is coming to church  
for the first time in a long time or the first time ever. 
 
Jesus isn’t just the expert on religion.  
He is the expert on life, every aspect of it.  
When we’re talking about fishing 
we’re not talking about  
introducing people into a religion.  
 
We’re talking about introducing people into a 
relationship,  
a relationship with the one Person  
who understands life 
better than any person who has ever lived.  
 
That’s why followers fish.  
 


