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Hooked: Followers Fish  
Week I 
 

 
Hello and welcome to all joining us today in person 
and online.  This weekend we are kicking off a brief 
three-week series all about fishing. Yes, fishing  
 
You may be surprised to hear this, but I enjoy fishing.  
My friends and I would often go to the North Street 
Park in Jersey City to fish.  We would prepare for our 
fishing adventure by searching the night before for 
night crawlers - for those of you who don’t know, night 
crawlers are worms.  We used these night crawlers to 
bait our hooks – a very, inexpensive way for young 
boys to catch our fish.  The next day, we would meet at 
my house early, go down the boulevard and catch the 
bus to head to the park and fish.  Often, we caught 
catfish and minnows. It didn’t take much for us to feel 
successful in our adventure even catching one fish was 
a joy. While we never even kept the fish we caught the  
greatest joy was counting them and seeing who caught 
the most fish. Definitely a fun memory – didn’t take 
much, but what an adventure.  
 
As we see in today’s Gospel,  
when Jesus called the first apostles,  
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who were fishermen,  
he promised that if they followed him,  
he would change and transform them,  
beginning with how they fish. 
 
Jesus didn’t promise to make them  
smarter, healthier or wealthier;  
He didn’t promise to make them 
more popular or better looking.  
He didn’t promise any of the things  
that are constantly being marketed to us.  
Interestingly, Jesus didn’t even promise the apostles 
that if they followed Him  
that He would make them holier.  
 
Jesus told his first followers that if they followed Him, 
they would become fishers of men.  
He would teach them how to use  
the same skill, patience and determination  
they used as professional fisherman to bring people 
into a relationship with Him.  
 
It is an interesting fact that  
7 of Jesus’ 12 apostles were fishermen.  
Rather than choosing religious professionals  
or scholars and theologians to carry on His mission  
Jesus chose hardworking, blue-collar guys, 



3 
 

Perhaps, in part, to show, that what he was asking  
them to do, anybody can do too. 
 
So, the metaphor of fishing has been used  
throughout the history of Christianity  
to describe our efforts to share our faith in Christ.  
 
Jesus invites us to engage people  
with the truth of the Gospel,  
the truth that God so loved the world  
He gave us His only beloved Son.  
Followers fish. 
People who follow Jesus will engage others in this 
truth.  
 
Follow Jesus long enough and close enough  
and you will bring people into a relationship with Him. 
You will help people who don’t know Jesus personally 
to come to know him.  
 
The fancy church words for this are  
evangelization and discipleship. 
 
Traditionally the Catholic Church undertook 
evangelization through two approaches. 
One was to send off missionaries to faraway places 
to devote the whole of their lives  
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to spreading the gospel. 
A great example of this is our yearly visits from 
missionaries, who aim to raise money for their 
missions and tell exotic tales of their adventures.  
While their experience is very interesting, but it 
couldn’t be more removed from the experience  
of the average person listening. 
 
The other way the Catholic Church encouraged  
making disciples, was, literally, making disciples. 
 
Now some of us are called to dedicate our life to the 
missions.  And if you are interested in this missionary 
work, let me know.  We can find the right place for 
you.  However, we are all called to make disciples.    
 
So, the question is how can we make disciples? 
Evangelization and discipleship doesn’t require  
You to travel to the other side of the planet; 
Our mission field is in our own backyard. It is in our 
workplaces, our schools, on the ball field, in our own 
families.   
We have opportunities all around us, all the time, 
to bring people to Christ.  
 
Unfortunately, we tend to think of sharing our faith,  
as unnecessary, impolite, maybe even inappropriate. 
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Over the course of the next few weeks,  
I hope to underscore two truths.  
First, the most loving way to love others 
is to share Christ with them. 
 
Second, sharing our faith is a crucial part of 
growing deeper in our faith. 
 
To get us started on this reflection,  
we’re going to look at a passage  
from the 5th chapter of the Gospel of Luke: 
 

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus  
and listening to the word of God,  

he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. 
Luke 5:1 

 
Jesus is standing by the Lake of Gennesaret,  
also known as the Sea of Galilee  
where He is preaching and teaching.  
A huge crowd has gathered to hear Him.  
 
Over and over again, the Gospels relate that  
Jesus attracted crowds everywhere He went. 
People wanted to be around Him  
to hear him speak, to see what he would do.  
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People who were nothing like Him liked Him. 
 
In this particular scene, they are pressing in on Him, 
and there is no place for Him to go,  
except into the water. 
 

He saw two boats there alongside the lake;  
the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets.  

Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,  
he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore.  
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 

Luke 5:2-3 

 
The boats were available because the fisherman  
were done working for the day, 
which we know because Luke tells us  
they were washing their nets. 
Along with fish, the nets would collect  
seaweed and gunk and needed to be cleaned  
and then left to dry thoroughly, lest they rot and tear.  
 
Jesus gets into Simon Peter’s boat  
and they put out a little from the beach. 
The boat becomes His pulpit  
in which He continues to preach. 
 

After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,  
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” 

Luke 5:4 
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Followers fish.  
If you want to go deeper in your relationship  
with the Lord, from time to time you have to 
put out into deep water. 
And that’s not always a comfortable thing to do.  
In fact, it can be pretty uncomfortable.  
That is true of anything in life.  
We are pretty much uncomfortable  
in any environment trying anything the first time.  
 
And the new experience forces us  
to see ourselves differently,  
and that can be difficult too. 
When it comes to sharing our faith….you might think  
I’m not that religious, I’m not that holy. 
I am not someone who talks about Jesus  
or invites someone to Church. That just isn’t who I am.   

 
Maybe you are not there yet,  
Peter wasn’t there yet… 
 

Simon said in reply,  
“Master, we have worked hard all night  

and have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.” 
Luke 5:5 

 
Simon Peter, the fisherman,  
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explains to Jesus, the carpenter,   
that this is the wrong time to fish.  
Fishermen fished at night  
because the water was cooler  
and the fish would swim closer to the surface. 
During the heat of the day, they swam in the deep 
where the water remained cool. 
 
Peter is essentially saying  
“you might be a great preacher and teacher,  
but you don’t know anything about fishing.”  

 
Peter had a business to run  
and this was a waste of time,  
besides they’ve been working all night  
and he would have been tired…. 
they’ve just cleaned the nets and that’s no small job. 
But the attraction to Jesus must have been such 
that he overlooks these obvious arguments 
and goes fishing anyway. 
 

When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish 
and their nets were tearing.  

They signaled to their partners in the other boat  
to come to help them. They came and filled both boats,  

so that the boats were in danger of sinking. 
Luke 5:6-7 
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The great catch reminds us that Jesus  
knows what He is talking about.  
 
We introduce people to Jesus Christ because  
He makes us better at life.  
 

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, 
 “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”  

For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him,  
and all those with him. 

 
Luke 5:8-9 

Peter pretty much freaks out. 
He recognizes, at least in an initial way,  
the gap between him and Jesus.  
He gets a glimpse of Jesus’ power and authority 
and it is overwhelming. 
 

Jesus said to Simon,  
“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 

Luke 5:10 

Over and over again in the Gospel  
Jesus tells his friends and followers: 
 

Do not be afraid. 
Luke 5:10 

 
Fishing and fear are mutually exclusive.   Let me say 
that again…fishing and fear are mutually exclusive. 
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When it comes to sharing our faith,  
it can fill us with fear. Jesus says the same thing to us.  
 
 
Don’t be afraid:  

● you’ve got a past that’s inconsistent with this role 
● you’ll come across as a hypocrite 
● you’ll come across as the nerdy “church guy” 

Don’t be afraid that you don’t know all the right 
answers  
to the tough questions: 

● why bad things happen to good people 
● why does a good God allows evil in the world 
● why didn’t Noah get all the dinosaurs on the ark.  

 
Certainly acknowledge your fears,  
acknowledge your discomfort,  
but don’t let that slow you down.  
Peter didn’t 
 

When they had brought their boats to the shore,  
they left everything and followed him. 

Luke 5:11 

 
They left their boats and nets, which meant  
they left their business and their livelihood,   
which meant they left everything even 
their plan for their lives. 
Peter and his partners left everything,   
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that had to do with their old way of fishing 
to fish with Jesus. 
 
Fortunately, this invitation to fish that is given to us 
to leave everything, but maybe some things… 
like our comfort zone. 
 
Our strategy is not about leaving aside our lives  
as much as it is approaching our lives  
a little differently.   
As you go through your day,  
could you be on the lookout  
for friends and family members, 
co-workers or classmates  
who don’t have a relationship with Christ?  
They’re not hard to find. 
 
Invest in them.  
Invest in them through prayer.  
Invest in them by fasting in some way.  
Invest in them in the same way you would invest  
in any relationship. Then, when appropriate,  
invite them to come to Church.  
 
We are not sending you out there all on your own;  
we want to be fishing partners with you. 
That’s why we invest time and resources 
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in the music and the message on the Weekend.  
It is why we value a spirit of hospitality  
with our volunteer ministers.  
 
And that is why we offer small groups. Small Groups 
are a great step in helping you become more and more 
comfortable in sharing your faith with others.  In small 
groups, we pray, share, serve, love, encourage, and 
comfort one another.  Small Groups provide you with a 
safe place to learn to share with others who are also 
growing in their faith.  After all, spiritual growth is 
communal.   
 
And to encourage you to get in a Small Group, we are 
launching a campaign this Lent around our Lenten 
message series called “Seriously God?”  We’re taking a 
new step with the Message Series and partnering up 
with our Small Group experience.  The book that Small 
Groups are digging into called “Seriously God?” is a  
seven-week commitment; it’s a great place to try out a 
Small Group.  You can do anything for seven weeks.  
It’s a perfect experience for Lent. 
 
I hope you’re interested. If you are, we are inviting you 
to come to our Small Group Connection experience. 
This experience is designed to show you what Small 
Groups are all about, and you will even have the 
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opportunity to get connected into a group too.   This 
connection experience is this Wednesday night at 7pm 
in the Atrium, and it will only last an hour.  Want more 
information?  Use the QR code on the posters on the 
doors or check out our website for more information. 
 
Joining a small group is a big step and can be outside 
of your comfort zone.  However, before long you will 
be comfortable in your new group and sharing your 
faith.  In time, this comfort in sharing your faith will 
spill over into your everyday life…just like the 
disciples. 
 
Jesus isn’t just the expert on religion.  
He is the expert on life, every aspect of it.  
When we’re talking about fishing, 
we’re not talking about  
introducing people into a religion.  
 
We’re talking about introducing them into a 
relationship a relationship with the one Person  
who understands life 
better than any person who has ever lived.  
 
That’s why followers fish.  
 


