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8th Grade Faith 

Week 2 – Stewards 

Homily on Sept 21st and 22nd 

Welcome to the second week of our series we're calling "8th-Grade Faith.”  If 

you missed last week’s message just go to our website and click on messages to 

catch up.  

Today there are many adult Catholics who are holding on to an 8th-grade faith.  

Let me just remind everyone again, as I said last week, that an 8th-grade faith is 

not necessarily a bad thing, it's a good thing.  It's a great thing… if you're actually 

in 8th-grade.  But an 8th-grade faith is a distinct disadvantage for the rest of us 

who are no longer in 8th-grade.  It's a handicap for the challenges of adult living. 

Think about it.  You're not the same person anymore. You're more seasoned. 

You're more experienced. You're more mature in every other aspect of your life. 

What this series is about is a more useful approach to our faith as adults.   

I mentioned last week, that there are many reasons why people stop coming to 

church.  Some people stop because their experience of church is boring and bad, 

and they just don't like it.  Some stopped going out of protest - protesting the 

policies of the pastor, protesting the policies of the church.  Looking back over 

the years, I really do understand why people give up on church and walk away, 

but also why we can't let our bad experiences of church get in the way of our 

faith.   

Last week, we looked at the need to see faith as not just religious rule keeping   

in order to avoid punishment and earn our way into heaven, which we can't do 

anyway.  Faith is the offer of God's ongoing grace and favor.  It's the opportunity 

for a relationship with our Heavenly Father, through His Son, Jesus Christ.  

Christianity certainly calls for obedience, but however it might have been 

presented to you notwithstanding, it's not an obedience based in guilt and fear.  

It's not an obedience based in manipulation. It's the obedience of love and 

respect for God. 

Today's message is all about moving to a whole new level of thinking about who 

we are in relation to God - thinking differently.  This happens in part by thinking 

differently about, among other things, money and possessions.  So, we're going 

to look at a teaching of Jesus about this very topic, which comes in the form of a 
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story.  You know, Jesus was a master storyteller, and he used stories to teach and 

preach all the time.  These stories were called parables, and all of them are 

unexpected, some, outrageously so. None more so than the one we're looking at 

this evening/morning.  In fact, this story, this parable is probably the most 

misunderstood passage in the Bible.  

It's found in the 16th chapter of St. Luke's Gospel, and it goes like this. "Jesus 

said to his disciples, 'A rich man had a steward who was reported to him for 

squandering his property. He summoned him and said, 'What is this I hear 

about you? Prepare a full account of your stewardship because you can no 

longer be my steward.'"  So, this guy has enough wealth and property that he has 

someone else managing it all for him.  In our day and age in our community, that 

is not at all uncommon, but not too many people could afford someone to manage 

their property and possessions in Jesus' time.  So, the story is telling us this guy 

isn't just a rich guy; he's a super-rich guy.  And he discovers that his money 

manager, his steward, is squandering his property.  The story doesn't tell us how 

he's doing that, just that he is.  When the rich man asked for a full account, he's 

not just talking about an audit. He's not asking the steward to just put things 

straight again.  He's saying, "Turn in your keys, pack your bags and go."  I think 

from this parable, there are two huge insights that we can learn that can move us 

beyond an 8th-grade faith.  

First lesson - we're stewards, not owners. We're stewards, not owners of 

possessions and money.  In a parable, one character usually represents God, the 

other, us.  Clearly, the rich man represents God because everything belongs to 

him. It's all his stuff.  We're more like that steward. We manage some of God's 

stuff, and we manage it for a time, only for a time. There was a time in which 

you did not have the possessions and money that you now hold.  And there will 

be a time to come when you no longer do beyond the good that your money and 

possessions can do for you and others now.  The stuff you have is an opportunity; 

it's an opportunity to go deeper in your relationship with God, to go beyond an 

8th-grade faith just by recognizing your real role: recognizing and embracing 

your role as a steward.   

Lesson two - you can use your money and possessions for your eternal best 

interest. The parable concludes with this instruction from Jesus. He says, "I tell 

you, make friends for yourselves with dishonest wealth so that when it fails, 

you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings."  What is he talking about there?  

Well, when we're younger, it's hard to grasp the truth of delayed gratification.  
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Children do what feels good. They want what they want when they want it 

because it's very difficult for them to imagine life beyond today, or even beyond 

the moment. As we get older, it becomes easier, at least it should, to see the value 

of it in many areas of our life. Working out, eating right, investing in your kids - 

they're all expressions of this value.  Doing something now that might be 

challenging or difficult or even sacrificial because it brings long term rewards.  

So, by all means, think strategically, think long term about your money, think in 

terms of saving to buy that new car or a bigger house, saving for a dream vacation, 

or an earlier retirement. But make sure you're considering your full future by 

thinking about your eternal future.  

The Bible teaches how you can actually invest in eternity. You can actually invest 

in eternity, and the way to do it, is to invest in God's kingdom.  And the Bible 

tells us you can do that by giving in two ways - giving to the church and giving 

to the poor.  You can use what you've got to build up treasure in heaven.  That's 

why he says to invest in dishonest wealth now – so, that you'll be welcomed into 

eternal dwellings.  Turns out, you can't take it with you, but you can send it on 

ahead.  There are long-term rewards for sure, but there are also short-term 

benefits when it comes to giving, because giving reflects God's heart and God's 

character.  God is a giver. We read that throughout Scripture. God is generous. 

He holds nothing back from us, including His Son.  You can't out-give God. You 

can't be too generous.  When you make giving to God a priority in your life, you 

can come to know and understand the generosity of God. You can come to know 

and understand the heart of God, which means you're coming to know and 

understand God better.   

By the way, in case you're wondering, there's no gotcha. There's no us to the end 

of this message this evening/morning.  In November, as is our custom, we'll have 

our annual stewardship weekend, and we'll be asking you to make a commitment 

to your annual giving to our parish in 2020.  But that's not today. That's not this 

morning.   

Today, I do, however, want to leave you with some homework.  This week take 

a look at what you have. What you own - your possessions, your stuff, and how 

you're using it.  Take a look at your budget and how you're spending your money. 

Where you're spending your money.  And ask yourself one simple question, “how 

am I doing?”  “In light of the fact that none of this stuff belongs to me, given the 

fact that it is in my very best long-term interest to make giving to God a priority, 

how am I doing?  Am I acting wisely as well as a good and faithful servant 
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steward?  Am I reflecting the generous heart of God?  Am I thinking far enough 

ahead?  Am I thinking about my money in the light of eternity?”  

You know, it's been said, “he is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to 

gain what he cannot lose.”  


