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Home Alone Wk.  4 - Alienation from God  

 

This is the 4th and final week of our current series – HOME ALONE - all about 

loneliness.  As we wrap up this series, a reminder that if you’ve missed any or all of 

this series you can always catch up on-line.  Just go to our web site, 

holyeucharist.org.     

 

This entire series on loneliness is a clear reminder of our human condition - that we 

have work to do, we all do, to restore harmony in our relationships with ourselves, 

others and with God.  It is also a clear reminder that we need God in our lives.  

Ultimately, Jesus came to help us out and make that happen, offering healing and 

wholeness.  Today we’re turning to that third tier of alienation we mentioned- 

alienation with God.   

 

Did you know that there is a single word that characterizes our relationship with 

God?  In fact, that word is the foundation of every healthy relationship we have.  Its 

absence brought sin into the world, and the lack of it always brings loneliness.  Jesus 

talks about it in the fifth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel: “You have heard that it was 

said, you shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.  But I say to you love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you.  That you may be children of your 

heavenly Father.” That single word is “LOVE.”   

 

Somewhere around the time I was in third grade, my father took my brother and me 

to Ringling Bros. Circus in Madison Sq. Garden in NYC.  What I remember about 

that day is the lion on a stick.  Dad bought us each a little fuzzy lion tied to a stick 

by piece of elastic.  We carried them around watching them bounce and swing.  At 

some point, we went back to the car and laid them on the backseat floorboard and 

then went on about the day.  When we came back to the car, my brother got in on 

my side.  As he did, he stepped on my lion and broke the stick.  It was an accident.  

Nevertheless, it was broken.  I got in the car, reached over, and stomped on his lion.  

I broke it.  Then my father reached over the front seat and slapped my leg.  Contrary 

to Jesus’ admonition in today’s gospel.  I did not offer him the other leg to be 

slapped.  “That’s not fair,” I yelled.  It made no sense to me that he broke my lion, 

and I got slapped.  An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a lion for a lion.  Now that 

made sense.  That was fair.     

 

Truth be told there are times when that still makes sense to me.  As I read the news 

and watch other people, it seems to make sense to much of our world today.  Maybe 

it makes sense to you as well.  We’ve all had our lion stepped on and broken.    So 

often we hear those words, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,” and think it 
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is permission to get even.  After all, it sounds fair.  The problem is it was never 

intended as permission to get even. It was a restriction, a limitation, intended to 

prevent revenge.  More often than not, we don’t want to just get even we want to 

exact a little revenge.   

 

While fairness might be the way of the world, it is not Jesus’ way.  Nor is it his 

Father’s way.  God makes the sun rise on the evil and on the good.  That’s not fair.  

He sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  That’s not fair.  God is God, 

however, and he gives based not on who we are or what we think is fair - but on 

who HE is.  And who is HE – He is pure Love.  God does not act with fairness but 

with love.  While fairness might make sense to us and the world, it does not make 

sense to Jesus.  The world doesn’t need to be fairer; it needs to be more loving, and 

that is the key from keeping us being alienated from God.   

 

What difference does it make if we love only those who love us, greet only those 

who greet us, be nice to only those who are nice to us, accept only those who accept 

us, and hang out with only those who think, speak, act, and believe like us? That’s 

not love.  That’s fairness.  Too often we are fair to the exclusion of love.    For Jesus, 

fairness is not the answer but the problem.  If we are to heal the brokenness in our 

lives, reconcile our relationships with ourselves, others and God, then we have to 

stop being fair towards each other and start loving one another.  We must quit 

stomping on each other’s lions.   

 

Evil for evil, violence for violence, hit for hit, word for word will never change 

anything.    It will only alienate us from others and from God.  It only escalates the 

violence and entrenches us deeper in the way things already are.  It only reveals who 

we serve and who guides our thinking and actions, ourselves.    Fairness/ Alienation 

from God can never change our lives and world.  Only love can do that.   

 

Turn the other cheek, give your last piece of clothing, go the extra mile.  That means 

we “do not resist an evildoer.” That doesn’t mean, however, that we are to just sit 

there and take it.  It means non-retaliation.  It means choosing love instead of 

fairness.  It means loving our enemies and praying for those who hurt us.  It means 

no more lion stomping.    I want to be clear about something here.  If we do not want 

to be alienated from God, then we must choose to love.  It is always about choosing 

love.   

 

While most of us are not being physically struck across the face, I’ll bet each of us 

has heard the gossip, name-calling, and labeling that sting like a slap on the cheek.  

What do we do then?  Fairness will only get us into a shouting match and replay the 
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argument in our head.  What does love look like in that context?  How will we 

embody Christ in that moment?  That’s the question.  Chances are no one is suing 

us for our clothes, but have you ever felt as if someone was demanding more of you 

than you had or wanted to give?  Time, attention, assistance.  What does love look 

like then?  Do we offer a defense, negotiate a fair settlement, or offer all that we are 

and all that we have?   What about that extra mile?  How far are we willing to go for 

love?  In all of these the challenge is to stop being fair and instead be loving.   

 

Fairness is a transaction.  Love is a relationship.  A relationship with God and others.  

It’s usually easier to be fair than to love.  Love is messy and risky.  It comes with 

burdens and obligations.  You can get hurt.  Look at the life of Jesus.  He is not 

asking us to do anything he did not do.  He received physical blows and abuse.  He 

was stripped of his clothes.  He carried our burden to the cross.  That’s not fair.  

That’s love.  The problem with fairness is that it leaves us blind, toothless, and 

surrounded by broken toys.  That is not the kingdom of heaven, and it’s not what 

Jesus came for.  Jesus came to call us into a relationship with the Father.  “Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  

 

This series on loneliness is connected to our relationships with ourselves, others and 

God.  So, will we be fair, or will we love? When we live in love, we’re never really 

alone after all because when we live in love, we are never alienated from God.   


