
Holy Eucharist 2.0 

Week 6 – Share your faith 
 
Welcome to the sixth and final week of our fall message 
series we are calling Holy Eucharist 2.0.   
 
When we say 2.0, we are talking about an upgrade -    
an upgrade to help us focus outward as Church                                              
to spread the Gospel message.  Jesus tells us, in the Great 
Commission to:  “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations…teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.”   
 
If we take this message seriously                                                             
and look around in our church,                                                                  
we can see that people in our community                                                 
are not hearing the life-giving message of the Gospel 
because they are not here.   
 
We exist as Church not only for ourselves but for others, 
especially those who aren’t experiencing Church with us.   
 
To meet this unique challenge,  
And follow our mission,  
we require both a communal upgrade here in Church                      
and the challenge for a personal                                                                  
and a spiritual upgrade for each of us.   



 
At Holy Eucharist, our Mission is to:                                                        
Follow Christ.  Love all. and Grow Disciples.   
 
When we follow Christ and His teachings,    
This is called discipleship.   
Disciples take steps to grow and learn how to live                       
what Jesus taught in the scriptures.    
 
When we Love all, 
We love both God and our neighbor.   
 
When we Grow Disciples, 
we share the Good News with others.   
We want to bring others to Christ.  
 
At Holy Eucharist, we understand that this Mission                      
is essentially achieved through                                                                
the members of the Church                                                                             
– each growing on their own discipleship journey.  
 
Moreover, discipleship is about adding value to our lives.  
When we grow as disciples of Christ, we become better 
parents to our kids, better children to our parents, better 
bosses to our workers.   
And it is all about following Jesus Christ. 
And that’s what this series is all about: 



introducing you to how you can be a part of this mission 
as a disciple of Christ.  
 
We have also discussed that successful discipleship 
comes down to simple steps. 
Here at Holy Eucharist, we are working hard to provide 
specific STEPS to make it easy for you to enter this path of 
discipleship.  
 
And we believe that each of these steps 
represents a lifestyle choice. 
Choices that we think are essential to growing  
in a relationship with Christ, a relationship  
in which He can change and transform us.  
 
So, each week we’ve been taking a look at one of these 
steps. 
 
As mentioned over the past couple of weeks,                            
STEPS is acronym.   Let’s break them down: 
 
S  is about service in a ministry and/or missions.                                
Jesus said that greatness comes from serving.  We are 
called to be servants. 
T is about giving treasure.  In our discipleship journey, 
we need to learn to love and trust God, the giver of gifts, 
more than the gifts themselves.   



 
E  is engaging in Small Groups.  Small groups provide 
friends in faith that will help you go further and faster in 
the direction you want to go in. 
 
P is the practice of prayer 
and the celebration of the sacraments.  Last week, we 
said that prayer is essential for us if we want to fill our 
God shaped hole with Him and not with other people or 
things.   
  
And the second “S” is sharing our faith.                                           
When we fall in love with Christ and His Church,                               
we are called to share the Good News with others. 

And that’s what we’re talking about today. 
To grasp this step and the depth of its meaning, 
we’re going to be looking at 
the reading from Gospel of Mark. 

And to establish the context for this reading, 
it is important to remember that Jesus 12 followers 
assumed that He would one day be king; 
in fact, that’s why they were following Him. 
They were hoping that He would lead a revolution 
against the hated Roman oppressors 
and become king in their place. 



Mark tells us that one day two of their number, 
James and John, approached Jesus with a request.   
They asked that when He did, in fact, become king, 
could they please, please 
have positions of privilege and power 
in the kingdom. 

It’s sort of a naïve request but even so, 
when the other apostles hear about it, 
they get angry and jealous. 
They all want those positions too. 

So Jesus sees this in-fighting and these ill feelings 
among His friends and followers, 
and He doesn’t let it go on, 
He decides He needs to tackle the situation. 

As a side note there is a good leadership lesson here.  
When you see bad feelings develop among your direct 
reports in your organization, among friends or building up 
between your kids; don’t ignore it, and hope it goes away, 
(my preferred approach); lean into it and address it head 
on. 

That’s what Jesus did. 
He puts the issue right out on the table to teach an 
important lesson. Mark tells us Jesus called them 
together and said to them 



 

 

 
“You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great ones make their authority felt.” 
Mark 10.42 

 
The disciples were thinking, yes, of course we do. 
That’s why we want to be in charge. 
Right now, we feel lorded over  
by the Roman authorities and the Jewish religious 
leaders and we’d like to do a little lording over somebody 
ourselves. 

That was simply the thinking of the time: 
if you had authority and power, 
you use it to take advantage of others. 

So what Jesus says next is a completely radical statement. 

“But it shall not be so among you.” 

I’m not calling you to use 

whatever power you enjoy in my service for yourself, 

“Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be a servant; 
whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all.” Mark 
10.43-44 

 

Jesus explains that in God’s estimation, in God’s eyes, 
the one who serves most is the greatest, 



the one who is counted first of all will be the servant of 
all. 
Why? Because... 

“The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and give his life 
as a ransom for many” 

Jesus often called himself “The Son of Man” 
a title he used to suggest His mission. 
And here He explains what that mission is. 
He says the whole reason He came among us, 
was not to be served, but to serve. 
To serve, and to be a “a ransom for many.” 
 

When we use the word ransom, 
we usually think of a kidnapping situation 
in which the kidnapper demands money. 

In Jesus’ day, a ransom was used much more widely 
In reference to a debt. 
If you were in debt to someone, 
and you couldn’t pay off that debt, 
then you would become their servant and work it off. 
Unless someone else stepped in 
and paid the debt off for you. 
That was a ransom. 
  



Jesus here teaches the apostles 
that He has come to pay the ransom for humanity. 
 
What does that mean? 
Jesus gave us His whole self, even to death.  This act of 
sacrifice and love shows us clearly God’s love for us as 
well as His mercy towards us in our sin.  Let me say that 
again this act of sacrifice and love shows us clearly God’s 
love for us as well as His mercy towards us in our sin. 
 
God charges us and sends us to share this life giving 
message of love and mercy with the world. 
Gospel means “good news.” 
And that’s what we are called to share. 

Now its true the Church has, from time to time, 
been quite effective, 
in making the good news sound bad and sad and scary. 
But as Jesus gave it to us, 
its the greatest news of all, the greatest news ever. 

Good news that you don’t have to be a slave to sin 
But also good news that even when you do fail and fall 
there’s another chance and a fresh start waiting for you. 
Good news that you don’t have to be a perfect person for 
God to love you 
God loves you right now, today as you are, 



even while calling you to more. 

Now, if you’ve got good news, and you really believe it, 
the thing you cannot do, the thing you never do, 
is keep it to yourself. 
 
In fact, usually you can’t wait to share good news…think 
about your favorite restaurant.   
 
I love this pizza place in Robinsville, NJ called Delorenzos.  
Their pizza has this thin crispy crust with the perfect 
amount of tomato sauce and cheese.  Each topping is 
more delicious than the next.  My favorite is the sausage.  
The salads are amazing especially the heirloom tomatoes 
and they are perfectly dressed.  I could talk about 
Delorenzos all day.   
 
This is what sharing the faith should feel like.  I have just 
had this amazing experience and I want to share it with 
you too. 
 

And yet…On the surface…sharing the message of our faith 
can seem challenging, even daunting. 
 
Maybe you haven’t experienced the “good” in the “Good 
News.”  That is okay.  Consider engaging in one of the 
other STEPS like serving, giving treasure, engaging in Small 



Groups or the practice of prayer and sacraments.  These 
steps can help you feel more connected to and more 
energized in the faith so that you will want to share it 
with others. 
 
Even if you are connected to the Good News.  Sharing the 
faith can still be difficult.   

First, because if you grew up Catholic, 
there was absolutely no emphasis on this. 
It wasn’t even a consideration 
So it doesn’t seem very important to most of us. 

Second, because if you’ve seen other’s share their faith 
badly, through intrusive, maybe even offensive methods, 
you might shy away from sharing your faith. 

And third, simply because we have no strategy 
to approach this step. And in a culture in which religion 
has been more or less marginalized, it is not talked about, 
a strategy is essential. 

We can’t do much about your past experiences, 
except to encourage you to put them behind you. 
But we can definitely help you with the strategy part. 

One strategy for sharing the good news is called:  Invest 
and Invite 



Invest in the people you know, 
people in your family, your neighborhood, 
parents from your kids school, 
or lacrosse team or dance class; 
people who do not have a relationship with Christ 
and His Church. 

Invest in them relationally, conversationally, prayerfully:  
make an investment in them by praying for them daily.  
Make room for them in your life; make room for them in 
your heart. 

And then, when the opportunity arises, 

and it always eventually does, 
invite them to church. 
Offer to take them to church, or to meet them here. 
Promise them breakfast or coffee afterwards. 
 
Remember my example with Delorenzos pizza?  What do 
you love about Holy Eucharist?  Share that…Maybe it’s 
the café and the great conversations you have. Maybe it’s 
the way the message inspires you.  Maybe it’s how it has 
become easier to get the kids in the car for Church 
because they love KidZone.  Maybe it is the warm 
welcoming community.   

For our part, as a church staff, 
we promise and pledge to partner with you, 



putting time and effort 
in making sure your guest has a great experience here at 
Church. 

And all of us can help out in other ways too 

Our greeters, host ministers, 
café ministers, and kids ministers too, are all partnering 
together to create an environment 
that aims at communicating the good news by being on 
the top of our game every weekend. 
 
And you can participate here in church too: 

• By handing a newcomer a worship aide if they come 
late and look confused. 

• Show someone the way to the bathroom.  

• Smile and greet guests gladly and warmly.  

• By driving with courtesy and kindness when you 
leave Mass today. 

 
When you invest in others, when you invite them to 
Church, when you extend a greeting to a new person in 
Church, you are sharing the faith.  Not only do you help 
others get connected on their faith journey but you also 
grow as a disciple of Christ. 
 
Here is something else you can do. 



I encourage you to put our Holy Eucharist car sticker on 
your car.  You will share your faith with others by showing 
where you worship.  You can even take it up a notch.  
When you are in the drive through line at Starbucks, pay 
for the coffee order for the person in the car behind you.  
You will make someone’s day.  And maybe just maybe  
they will look at your Holy Eucharist car sticker and 
connect your action to y our faith.  The car stickers will 
available from our Host Ministers as you leave the 
Worship Space today, in baskets by the Chapel and Parish 
Office doors or at the Welcome Center Desk.   
 
As we wrap up our message series Holy Eucharist 2.0, it is 
the end of the series, but not the end of our upgrade.  
We will continue to encourage you to serve, to give 
treasure, to engage in a small group, to pray and 
celebrate the sacraments and share the faith.  Hopefully 
you will notice that when you grow in one step you will 
begin to grow in others as well.  Holy Eucharist 2.0 is not 
just about an upgrade here in the Church.  You are the 
upgrade.    


