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Good News - Week VI  
 
This is the sixth week of our series “Good News”.  
 
Good news is news. But bad news is better.  
Why is bad news better? The bad part is what makes it more 
interesting. 
But, as we’ve noted in the course of this series, 
while human nature is drawn to bad news  
out in the world, we are all personally hungering  
for some good news back here at home.  
 
We also heard in this series that the good news we all 
ultimately need to hear is given to us in the Gospel. 
“Gospel” literally means Good News.  
In fact, the Good News we hear in the Gospel is that 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life. 
John 3.16 

Through the course of this series,  
we’re reacquainting ourselves  
with the various aspects of the Good News  
that can positively impact us personally 
and as a church community. 
 
The more we appreciate Good News,  
the better equipped we are to share it.  
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If you missed any of our past week’s messages, you can 
access them on the home page of our website by clicking on 
“Message Series.” 
 
Last week, we talked about death.  What could we do to top 
that topic? 
Doesn’t death sort of have the last word? 
Not exactly, because… 
there’s always the end of the world! 
It is a topic that captivates us;  
that’s why there’s so many movies and books 
about the end. 
And from time to time, someone will come along  
with a prophetic revelation that the end is near.  
None has been right so far. 
 
Today we are looking at some Good News  
about the world that is helpful: 
• when the world around us appears to be coming apart, 

coming undone, coming to an end. 
• when all we seem to face are problems. 
• when problems overwhelm us, or become all 

encompassing.  
• when it seems like we are losing everything that has 

been sustaining and supporting us.  
 
Jesus offers us some Good News  
for exactly those times.  
 
Business author Simon Sinek  
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wrote an interesting book called The Infinite Game.  
 
The basic point is that many business leaders  
see business as a finite game.  
A finite game has a beginning, a middle and an end with clear 
winners and losers.  
The infinite game does not end, and everybody can be a 
winner.   
 
Sinek argues that the infinite mindset  
helps companies survive and thrive during good times as 
well as keeps the company strong and resilient  
in bad times. An infinite minded leader, in fact,  
does not simply want to build a company  
that can weather change  
but one that can be transformed by it.  
 
This is what Jesus is getting at in the Gospel,  
we are looking at today. The passage  
seems pretty dark and ominous on the surface;  
it’s a laundry list of very bad news.  
Jesus predicts cataclysmic events for the future,  
not because He wants to scare His audience but rather He 
wants to prepare them. 
 
The Gospel opens with,  
 

While some people were speaking about how the temple 
 was adorned with costly stones and votive offerings, Jesus 

said, 
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 “All that you see here – 
 the days will come when there will not be left  

a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down.” 
Luke 21:5-6 

Jesus is not speaking about the end of the world here. He is 
speaking very specifically  
about an historic event that would unfold  
in the lifetime of many in His audience….the destruction of 
the Second Temple. 
 
It was shocking to the audience because   
He’s standing in front of one of the most prominent, 
significant, famous buildings in the world 
And He’s predicting its utter destruction. 
 
Also, for pious Jews, such a thing was unthinkable.  
The Temple was proof  
of God’s presence and power in their midst.  
Its destruction would signal the end of the world  
as they knew it.  
 
In the case of Jesus’ prediction, 
it all happened just as He said it would.  
The Jewish population rebelled  
against their Roman oppressors in 66AD 
and, in turn, the Roman Army  
destroyed much of Jerusalem in 70AD, including the Temple.  
 
The Temple’s destruction raised a natural question.  
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They asked him, “Teacher when will this happen?  
And what sign will there be  

when all these things are about to happen?” 
Luke 21:7 

Jesus does not answer their question directly…  
because His point is not really about  
the destruction of the Temple,  
but everything that will proceed it,  
which He wants to prepare them for. 
 

He answered, “See that you not be deceived,  
for many will come in my name saying, 

 ‘I am he,’ and ‘The time has come’ Do not follow them!  
When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; 

 for such things must happen first,  
but it will not immediately be the end.” 

Luke 21:8-9 
 
What is Jesus talking about here?  
Before the destruction of the Temple,  
revolutionaries and insurrectionists  
who incited violence against the Romans, 
often under a messianic guise, 
were an increasingly commonplace  
 
Oftentimes, these false messiah’s  
attracted large followings…these followers thought the 
Messiah would be a powerful prince, who would defeat the 
Romans and  
establish an independent nation,  



 6 

they were looking at the Messiah with a finite lens – one who 
would build a finite nation to rule over a specific finite 
geography. 
 
However, Jesus, the true Messiah,  
came not to set up a finite kingdom  
but an infinite one – one that is not limited by time or space.  
 
Jesus continues to describe how things will fall apart. 

 
Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful 
earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to place; 

and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the sky”                  
Luke 21:10-11 

 
He is speaking both metaphorically,  
how it will feel when the Temple is destroyed,  
as well as literally about the Temple’s  very real destruction.  
 
He continues, 
 

Before all this happens, however,  
they will seize you and persecute you,  

they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons,  
and they will have you led before kings and governors  

because of my name. 
Luke 21:12-14 

 
Jesus warns His followers that  
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before the Temple’s destruction 
they will be persecuted. And, of course, the earliest 
Christians indeed were almost immediately  
the subject of persecution.  
 
You see, Jesus never promises a trouble-free life.  
Instead, He warns His friends and followers 
to expect trouble, to plan for it, to be on the lookout for it. 
And then, when it presents itself…. 
to make good use of it.  
He says: 
 

It will lead to you giving your testimony.  
Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand,  

for I myself shall give you wisdom in speaking  
that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or refuse. 

Luke 21:15-16 
 
When the systems and the structures of this world fall apart, 
people who place their trust in them are liable to fall 
apart too.  
 
But, and this is the Good News, people who place their 
trust in the Lord and His infinite kingdom,  
are not dependent on finite structures.  
 
And that independence from the finite, in turn, casts conflict 
and tension,  
disappointment and loss,  
even persecution or bullying 
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in a different light. 
 
The Good News about trials and tribulations,  
is that they often provide an opportunity  
to lean more into an unshakable, unchangeable God  
and then share the Good News of His love with others.  

 
Why did God allow the Temple to be destroyed?  
It seems so unnecessary, such a tragedy.  
But think about it… 
 
The Temple had become a symbol of the old,  
religious system. It was a monument to the notion  
that God could only be connected with  
in a certain location, at a certain time,  
by certain people in certain ways. 
 
It perpetuated the notion that God was limited.  
It had become a symbol that God only wanted to be the God 
of “churchpeople”, rather than the God of all people, and it 
limited people’s view of Him.  
 
In order for God to establish a new covenant and do 
something new, the old had to be destroyed.  
 
That’s why the Gospel tells us that the first thing that 
happened after Jesus’ death was the curtain in the Temple – 
which represented the separation between God and 
humanity - it was torn in two from top to bottom.  
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It was the beginning of the end of the Temple. 
The destruction of the Temple foreshadows 
the destruction of the world –  
at least the world as we know it, 
the end of the world of sin and selfishness 
the world of darkness and death  
and the emergence of new heavens and the new earth. 
 
Jesus concludes this teaching: 

 
By your perseverance you will secure your lives. Luke 21:19 

 
Perseverance is the key to the infinite kingdom, to eternal 
life.  
 

• Perseverance right-sizes the problem itself, in the 
light of eternity. 

• Perseverance opens us to the blessings God has 
prepared for us in the now despite what we are going 
through. 

• Perseverance transforms and equips us for service to 
God’s infinite kingdom as witness of the Good News 

 
When it comes to the Good News,  
it’s mostly about just keeping it in mind especially during 
trials and tribulations. 
 


