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Good News 
Week 5 – The Resurrection 
 
This is the fifth week of our current series 
all about good news. 
 
There is so much good news out there… 
• Recently, we talked to you about the good work 

our Catholic missions are doing in the world 
today.   

• Just look around at all the good news here                     
at our parish every single week.  Good things are 
happening. 

• of course the holidays up ahead bring us the 
season of great joy and good news.  

 
And, of course, there is also our Christmas 
Celebrations here at Holy Eucharist.  
 
You know, the one time of the year when  
unchurch people in our community  
actually, want to come to church 
is Christmas Eve.  
 
That is why we go to great lengths to make sure our 
celebrations are great with our message, music, Jingle 
Jam kid’s program and welcoming.  Our purpose is to 
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reach out to people in the community with the Good 
News. 
 
Last year, we had 1200 come through our doors over 
Christmas Eve and Day and had 250 join us online. 
 
And this year we want to be ready for those numbers 
or more, but to make it all happen, we need 120 + of 
you to serve.  You can serve in a variety of roles and 
times on Christmas Eve itself, or the days leading up to 
or following the event.  Families can serve 
together…so can small groups.   
 
This weekend, we roll out our “sign-up to serve for 
Christmas” early to help your planning.  We hope that 
you will plan now when you can serve so that you will 
be prepared to make plans with your family when the 
times comes, and we will know that we are prepared 
here for the visitors and parishioners coming through 
our doors.  
 
Our Christmas page is now available on our website, 
with our Mass Schedule and the Sign-up to serve at 
Christmas form.  You can access the page through the 
QR code on the posters on the doors or the 
announcement in the bulletin. Once you sign up, we 
will be in touch with the details.  



 3 

 
I’m looking forward to spreading the Good News of the 
Christmas Story to others with you all.   
 
As we know…Good news is news. But bad news is 
better. Bad News has the ability to astound and amaze 
us. Sometimes it distracts us from our own problems. 
Either way, it grabs and holds our attention. 
 
But we’ve mentioned throughout this series that  
while human nature is drawn to bad news 
out in the world, we are all personally hungering  
for some good news back here at home. 
 
And we also noted that the good news we all 
ultimately need to hear is given to us in the Gospel, 
the four accounts about the life of Jesus.  
The word “Gospel” literally means “Good News”. 
In fact, the good news is that 
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
John 3.16 

 
Through the course of this series  
We’re reacquainting ourselves  
with the various aspects of the good news  
that can positively impact us personally 
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and as a church community. 
 
The more we appreciate Good News,  
the better equipped we are to share it.  
 
Last week, we reflected on the Good News 
that God accepts us and loves us in Christ. 
We don’t have to clean up our act first to win His 
favor… 
He gives it to us freely in Christ. 
 
If you missed any of our past messages, you can find 
them by clicking on “Message Series” on our 
homepage.   
 
Today we are going to look at some good news  
when it comes to…death.  
 
These past few weeks we have heard that  
the Good News requires context  
and at times it requires facing facts  
which might sound like bad news.  
That is the case here, for sure. 
 
We live in a culture that doesn’t 
like to face the brutal but inevitable fact of our death.  
We love youth and search for ways  
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to remain forever young, to look young, to feel young, 
meanwhile we know full well that we’re getting older. 
That’s the bad news.  
 
We do not like to talk about death  
or even ever think about our own death, 
but we all do question what happens after death. 
 
Which at one level is a strange question 
because we’ve all been to funerals,  
and we know exactly what happens. 
After death, the deceased are buried or cremated. 
End of story. No mystery to it at all. 
 
Yet, that answer seems so unsatisfactory, 
both for us and for the people we love  
who have gone before us.  
For death to have the final word, it just  
doesn’t seem right or just.  
It makes us angry to think  
that death should win out over life.  
 
Every longing we experience in life 
holds the potential for fulfillment.  
We hunger for food and there is food.  
We thirst and there is water. 
We desire friendship and companionship  
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and there are people in our lives. 
 
But there is another longing in us  
that is even more powerful 
and lasts all throughout life 
 
We long for something beyond just this life.  
• We long for life that is a better life, a lasting life 
• We long to be with our loved ones who have died 
• We long to console the grieving with this good news.  

 
CS Lewis wrote,  
“If we find ourselves with a desire  
that nothing in this life can satisfy,  
the most probable explanation  
is that we have been made for another world.”   

 
That’s the Good News we are looking at today. 
 
This good news comes from our Gospel today where 
we find Jesus in a confrontation  
with the Sadducees.  
The Sadducees were both political and religious 
leaders associated with upper class elites. 
They wielded great power in Jesus’ time.  
 
Their power came from their control  
of two of the most important institutions  
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of the Jewish society: the Temple and the Sanhedrin.  
 
The Temple was the center of religious life in 
Jerusalem and for the whole nation. 
The Sanhedrin was a tribunal, or high court, 
which governed the legal issues of the city.  
It was the Sanhedrin that condemned Jesus to death  
and handed him over to Pontius Pilate.  
 
The Sadducees were politically sharp.  
They worked shrewdly with the Romans,  
to their benefit in status and wealth. 
At the same time, as priests of the Temple,  
they gave the appearance of being loyal Jews, 
even if that was not always the case. 
 
Also, the Sadducees were often at odds with the more 
conservative, religious leaders we read about in the 
Gospel, the Pharisees.  
BUT the one thing they had in common  
with the Pharisees was their hatred of Jesus  
 
So, our story picks up with an episode,  
just before Jesus’ death on the Cross, 
as the conflict between Jesus and the religious leaders 
was heating up. 
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In this instance, they are trying to confuse  
and discredit Him in order to build a case against Him. 
 
Let’s see how this scene sets up… 
Some Sadducees, 
those who deny that there is a resurrection, 
came forward and put this question to Jesus, saying, 
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us,  
if someone’s brother dies leaving a wife but no child,  
his brother must take the wife  
and raise up descendants for his brother.” 
Luke 20:27 

 
There are many different ideas  
about what life after death might be like: 
• Reincarnation in this world 
• Or an underworld where the soul continues                                

in a life of its own, often including punishment 
• Or a heavenly world where the soul is rewarded 

Resurrection, another idea about what life after death 
is like, regards the body rising from the dead and 
being reunited with the soul. 
 
The Sadducees rejected the resurrection… 
they thought you died and that was it.  
After death there is a vast nothingness.  
This is why they were Sadducees –  
they were sad, you see.  
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The Sadducees thought that resurrection  
was an absurd idea. Bodies don’t rise from the dead.   
It is impossible and contrary  
to the evidence of our senses. 
And so they tried to discredit Jesus,  
who taught about the resurrection. 
To do this, they made up a scenario based on the 
Mosaic law, to underscore the absurdity.   
 
The Law said that if a married man dies  
and does not leave a descendant,  
then his brother must marry his widow. 
Which sounds odd, but it was actually to protect  
the rights of the woman, who otherwise  
might become destitute. 
It also ensured that his brother’s line,  
his brother’s legacy, would be established.  
So, the Sadducees make up this ridiculous scenario: 
 
Now there were seven brothers;  
the first married a woman but died childless.  
Then the second and the third married her,  
and likewise all seven died childless. Finally the woman also died.  
Now at the resurrection whose wife will that woman be?  
For all seven had been married to her. 
Luke 20:29-33 

 
Their argument is that there cannot be a resurrection 
because, among other issues, it would introduce  
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all kinds of legal problems in the next life.  
Jesus handily answers their argument with good news  
 
Jesus said to them,  
“The children of this age marry and remarry;  
but those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming age  
and to resurrection of the dead  
neither marry nor are given in marriage.”                          
Luke 20:34-35 

 
There you have it… 
Jesus says there is no marriage in heaven.  
The legal issues around marriage  
won’t apply to the next life.  
 
But that’s not the good news.  
Jesus continues,  
 
“They can no longer die, for they are like angels;  
and they are the children of God  
because they are the ones who will rise.” 
Luke 20:36 

 
Jesus says in the next age, we will be like the angels.  
He does not say we will become angels. 
So, as much as I love the movie It’s a Wonderful Life,  
its theology is incorrect. We don’t become angels  
who have to earn our wings when we die.  
We become like angels in the sense  
that we will live forever  
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in a perfected version of ourselves. 
Jesus continues,  
 
That the dead will rise even Moses made known  
in the passage about the bush, when he called out  
“Lord,’ the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”  
and he is not God of the dead, but of the living, 
 for to him all are alive. 
Luke 20:37-38 

 
God is eternal life, and anyone connected to Him  
is alive in Him. Luke concludes: 
 
Some of the scribes said in reply, “Teacher, you have answered well.” 
And they no longer dared to ask him anything. 
Luke 20:39-40 

 
Now that of course does not prove 
there is a resurrection.  
It just proved that Jesus was smarter  
and could out argue the Sadducees.  
 
What proves the resurrection of the body is the 
Resurrection of Jesus. 
On Good Friday Jesus’ body  
was bloodied and broken.  
Three days later He rose from the dead.  
His resurrection is the heart of the Good News.  
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And more than that, 
Jesus promises because He rose, we will rise too.  
He is the first to rise from the dead but not the last.  
We too will receive resurrected bodies like His.  
 
And more than that…  
 
The resurrection is not limited to us but to all of 
creation. At Jesus’ resurrection, He began a process  
that will extend to all of creation.  
The whole world is fallen. We see the effects   
in things breaking down and dying all the time.  
But through Jesus’ resurrection,  
God wins the redemption and launches the renewal 
of all things. 
Through this process, Creation will be freed from all 
decay and destruction.  
And God will eventually infuse creation  
with His promise and His presence.  
 
Jesus’ resurrection launches this new creation,  
and He will complete it when He comes in glory  
at the end of time. 
 
That’s the Good News. And here’s the rest of the 
news… 
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If all that I just said is true about the resurrection of 
our bodies and the renewal of all of creation,  
It means that despite our day-to-day battles,  
the war is already won; 
we know our future is secure.  
 
That means we can live in joyful hope  
every single day, in the face of every single challenge: 
loss, grief, even death itself. 
 
And that is the best news ever. 


