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Good News 
Week 4 
 
Good news is news. But bad news is better.  
The bad part is what makes it more interesting…   
We might not want to admit it, but its true. 
Sometimes it has the ability to astound and amaze us 
sometimes it just distracts us from our own problems. 
Either way, it grabs and holds our attention. 
 
We want to know; we’re intrigued to find out. 
 
But, as we’ve noted in the course of this series, 
while human nature is drawn to bad news  
out in the world, we are all personally hungering  
for some good news back here at home.  
Even though bad news gets our attention quickly,  
in our hearts and souls, we hunger for good news.  
 
In the course of this series, 
we noted that the good news we  
ultimately need to hear is given to us in the Gospel, 
the four accounts about the life of Jesus.  
The word “Gospel” literally mean Good News.  
 
In fact, the Good News is that 
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God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 3.16 

Through the course of this series,  
We are reacquainting ourselves  
with the various aspects of the Good News  
that can positively impact us personally 
and as a church community. 
 
The more we appreciate Good News,  
the better equipped we are to share it.  
Unfortunately, many people  
actually perceive Christianity itself as bad news,  
either because of their own misunderstanding 
or, more likely,  
because its been misrepresented to them  
or, most likely, because Christians themselves 
don’t make it all that believable.  
 
As a parish community, we work hard  
to overcome that, that’s why we have  
such a big emphasis on our Weekend Ministries like 
the Café, Greeters, Host Ministry, Welcome Center as 
well as our Kid’s Ministries. 
 
Two weeks ago, we looked at the Good News  
that God hears us when we pray.  
God is eager to answer our prayers  



 3 

and to intervene in our lives. Jesus teaches us  
to persevere in prayer even when it seems ineffective 
because God will answer us in the right time. 
 
Last week, we heard that we are all looking for 
validation but that validation should come from God 
not ourselves.  In the end, we saw the importance of 
humility because we all  
fall short of God’s standards,  
but Jesus fills in the gap  
for our faults and failures. 
 
Today we are going to look at a story from the Gospel 
of Luke that is packed with Good News.  
 
The story begins with  
Jesus walking through Jericho,  
one of the wealthiest cities in Palestine at that time.  
He is on His way to Jerusalem to suffer and die  
on the Cross to save and redeem the whole world. 
This is the most important event,  
the most critical work in all of human history,  
an event that changes history forever.  
 
But take a look at this encounter  
that interrupts His march to the Cross… 
The story continues: 
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Now a man there named Zacchaeus,  

a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man,  
Luke 19:2 

Zacchaeus was the chief tax collector and was  
extremely wealthy, but that came at a cost.  You see, 
tax collectors collected taxes for the Roman 
oppressors, and could collect as much as they wanted  
as long as Rome got its cut.  
So they often exercised extortion. 
 
They were considered traitors to their countrymen. 
Zacchaeus would have been barred from worshipping 
in the synagogue and probably would have been 
disavowed by friends and family.  
 
The wealthiest man in town  
was the most despised.  
So, despite his wealth, Zacchaeus is lost.  
He lived his life isolated and alone,  
surrounded by people who hated him. 
 
Luke tells us he was… 
 

was seeking to see who Jesus was;  
but he could not see him because of the crowd,  

for he was short in stature. 
Luke 19:3 
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So he wants to see who Jesus is… 
 
Luke mentions that he is short.  
and that is not an incidental detail.  
Zacchaeus falls short in every way: 
Morally, emotionally, physically. 
His stature makes it impossible to see Jesus. 
 
So, he does something radical.  
 

So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, 
who was about to pass that way. 

Luke 19:4 

 
Wealthy, Middle Eastern men didn’t run.  
Only children ran.  
The most affluent, most powerful men in town 
didn’t climb trees. Children climbed trees. 
Zacchaeus is acting like a child  
simply to get a glimpse of Jesus.  
But he gets more than that.  
 

When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said,  
“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house.” 

Luke 19:5 

 
Zacchaeus just wants to see Jesus,  
The Good News of the Gospel is that God  
wants to give us more 



 6 

than we even ask for or imagine.  
God exceeds our expectations.  
 
Jesus notices Zacchaeus and pays attention to him.  
He gives him His undivided attention.  
One of the most convincing and compelling  
expression of love is attention. 
 
Think about the last time someone put down their phone  
to listen to you. 

 
Jesus stops to pay attention to Zacchaeus  
and then he calls him by name.  
The sweetest sound to anyone is the sound  
of their own name. But this would have been  
even sweeter for Zacchaeus.  
This rock star, Jesus, knows his own name.  
The one we know to be the king of kings  
and Lord of Lords calls him personally by name.  
 
Zacchaeus was probably called  
lots and lots of names – cheat, traitor, thief, 
and other names that I can’t say in church.  
Of course, he heard those slurs.  
But now, Jesus calls him by his real name.  
Interestingly, his name meant “pure one.”  
It’s as if, when Jesus sees the guy,  
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He sees all the potential for good within Zacchaeus. 
No one else saw the good in Zacchaeus, but Jesus did.  
 
So Jesus surprises Zacchaeus when He calls him  
by name and then He does something  
that surprises him even more:  
Jesus invites himself over for dinner.  
To dine with someone meant that you accepted them 
and wanted a relationship with them.  
 
People stay away from church  
because they fear they will be judged by church people 
for their past missteps, or current lifestyle choices 
for who they are, what they do, what they think. 
 Jesus never once did that.  
He didn’t wait until people changed to accept them.  
He accepted them first and then  
in the context of a living, loving relationship, 
He introduced them to life change. 
 
This is the Good News of the Gospel.  
The Gospel does not say  
• change your life 
• clean up your act  
• go to confession 

and then God will acknowledge you and accept you.  
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No.  The Gospel says God already accepts you,  
and forgives you and loves you  
through His Son Jesus who died on the Cross for you.  
 
So, Jesus goes to Zacchaeus’ house  
where Zacchaeus experiences a complete conversion.  
He says, 
 

Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor,  
and if I have extorted anything from anyone  

I shall repay it four times over. 
Luke 19:7-8 

Notice, this vow is not made as a precondition  
of Jesus’ acceptance, but as a result of it.  In 
encountering, Jesus, Zacchaeus is seen for the first 
time as human person with dignity and this radical 
way of seeing, this love and acceptance convicts 
Zacchaeus to change his life.  This changes him. 
 

And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house  
because this man too is a descendant of Abraham.” 

Luke 19:9 

Does that mean he hasn’t sinned?   
That what he did wasn’t wrong? No. Not at all.   
It means that he was lost and now he’s found. 
Jesus concludes…. 
 

For the Son of Man has come to seek and save what was lost. 
Luke 19:10  

It doesn’t matter what you have done in the past.  
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It does not matter the ways in which  
you have been lost or are lost right now,  
• You may feel lost in your finances.   
• You may feel lost in your marriage.  
• You may feel lost in your job or your career.  
• You may feel lost because your past mistakes and 

failures and poor choices are catching up with you.    
• You may just feel lost.  

 
We all get lost from time to time.  
We’ve all gotten it wrong.   
We’ve all found ourselves  
in places we don’t want to be. 
The Good News of the Gospel  
is that Jesus came to seek and save the lost. 
 
So, what are you supposed to do with this message? 
  
Maybe you’re new to church,  
And this is your first time back in a long time,  
or the first time ever.  
Maybe you’ve been coming for years. 
Maybe you’re a “never miss a Sunday” kind of guy. 
 
Wherever you are in this journey, perhaps 
you’ve never really opened your life, your heart to 
Jesus.   
Not really, not in a personal way. 
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If this is you, 
This week I challenge you to  
simply, silently, welcome Him 
into your heart and home, your family and finances. 
Really the whole of your life.  Talk to Him. 
 
Or maybe that’s not you…but if you were entirely 
honest, you would have to acknowledge that there is 
one area of your life that you have put off limits to 
Him. Jesus is the Lord of your life, except for that one 
part. For Zacchaeus, it was money and his finances. 
What is it for you? This week, I challenge you to open 
that par of your life to the Lord. 
 
Because think about this:  
• Knowing that Jesus sees you  
• knows you by name,  
• cares about you no matter what you’ve done or 

who you are,  
• and…knowing everything He knows,  

He actually sees all the potential 
in you that no one else sees… 
And that definitely qualifies as good news.   


