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Good News 
Week 3 - Our relationship with God does not depend upon our 
goodness but on humility 
 
Welcome.  We are glad that you are with us today.  It is always 
great to celebrate with you.  This is the third week of our 
message series “Good News.”   
 
This weekend is also Mission Weekend.  “Mission” is what we 
call service outside the parish, and it is one of the 5 
discipleship STEPS we want everyone to take here at Holy 
Eucharist.  
 
As Catholic Christians, we are called to offer our prayer and 
financial support for the Church’s missionary work in Africa, 
Asia, parts of Latin America and Europe, and the Pacific 
Islands.  The offertory goes to the Society of the Propagation 
of the faith for the missions.  This is how our Church spreads 
the Good News throughout the world.   
 
We have extra envelopes at the Church entrances for your 
offering or you can give online at holyeucharist.org/give and 
select the fund “World Mission Sunday.” 
 
The Church’s missions show that there are actually good and 
great things happening worth celebrating and supporting 
despite all the bad news that comes our way. 
 
Of course, bad news is news.  
The bad part is what makes it newsworthy   
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and its definitely what grabs and holds our attention. 
 
Surprisingly, all our experience notwithstanding…  
bad news still has the ability to amaze us,  
or at least distract us from our own problems. 
We want to know; we’re intrigued to find out. 
 
But, as we’ve noted in the course of this series, 
while human nature is drawn to bad news  
out in the world, we are all personally hungering  
for some good news back here at home.  
Even though bad news gets our attention quickly,  
in our hearts and souls, we hunger for good news.  
 
In the course of this series, 
we noted that the Good News we all 
ultimately need to hear is given to us in the Gospel, 
the four accounts about the life of Jesus.  
“Gospel” literally means Good News.  
 
In fact, the Good News is that 
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. 
John 3.16 
Through the course of this series,  
we are reacquainting ourselves  
with the various aspects of the Good News  that can positively 
impact us personally and as a church community. 
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The more we appreciate the Good News as a community,  
the better equipped we are to share it.  
 
Unfortunately, many people  
perceive Christianity as bad news  
either because of their own misunderstanding 
or, more likely,  
because it’s been misrepresented to them  
or, most likely, because Christians themselves 
don’t make it all that believable.  
 
However, to really understand the good news of Christianity 
we have to acknowledge some bad news or at least some 
“brutal facts.” 
In his book Good to Great,  
Jim Collins described the culture of companies  
that went from somewhat successful  
to highly successful.  
One of their key distinguishing attributes  
was an ability to face what he calls “the brutal facts”  
about their organization and then overcome them.   
 
But to fully grasp the Good News of the Gospel,  
we have to face an unpleasant, perhaps “brutal fact.”  
And here it is… 
 
All of us hunger for validation.  
We want to be validated that we are  
doing a good job. That’s what validation is.  
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It is judging something and finding it valuable.   
That’s what we want. 
 
That’s why, in the back of our mind,  
we are always asking in some way, shape, or form:  
“Am I doing a good job?” 

• If you are married, you want validation that you are a 
good spouse. “Am I doing enough in that role?”  

• “Am I a good mom?”  
• “Am I good dad?”  

 
 

If you’re a student, leader, manger,  
if you own a business 
whatever role we have or position we fill,  
we all seek validation. 
 
And beyond the validation we seek  
in the roles we play  
is the underlying question, the real question… 
“Am I a good person?” 
 
We desire validation while, at the same time, we know  
that sometimes we haven’t earned it or don’t deserve it. While 
we hunger for validation, we fear judgment because we know 
that any judgment, any evaluation will expose gaps. 
 
We know there is a gap  
between who we could be,  
who we very much want to be,  
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maybe even who people think we are, 
 
and who we really are. 
 
Beyond that “brutal fact” comes the question: 
 what do we do with that gap? 
 
Ultimately, there are only two real options.  
To help us explore those options,  
we are going to look at a parable, a story  
Jesus told as recorded in the Gospel of Luke.  
And it goes like this:   
 
Two people went up to the temple area to pray;  
one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. 
Luke 18:10 
 
Two guys go up to the Temple to pray.  
One was a Pharisee…a religious leader. 
They were highly respected in that culture at that time 
because they claimed to live lives  
of uncompromising, unerring, adherence  
to all 613 laws of the Jewish faith  
Most people didn’t even try to follow all the laws 
because it was nearly impossible and very expensive. 
 
The truth was, the Pharisees themselves  
didn’t even follow the whole of the law;  
they created loopholes and exceptions  
for themselves all the time. Talk about a gap… 
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They took it to a whole new historic level.  
 
In addition, this hypocrisy was not well known, 
so they enjoyed a reputation  
as sort of better than everyone else. 
 
The second guy in our story is a tax collector.  While Pharisees 
were respected, tax collectors  
were reviled as traitors to the country.  
They helped the Roman occupiers collect taxes  
on the Jews…taxes which, in turn,  
were used to subject them to Roman tyranny.  
Additionally, according to the Roman custom, 
they could demand any amount they liked 
beyond what was owed Rome…with the full authority of the 
Roman army behind them. 
 
And truth be told, most tax collectors  
often were unscrupulous people  
who practiced extortion, 
forsaking family and friends, faith and country  
for the purpose of illegal financial gain.  
 
The story continues: 
 
The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to 
himself, 
 “O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity – 
 greedy, dishonest, adulterous – or even like this tax collector.  
I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.” 
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Luke 18:11-12 
 
The first way to find validation  
is the way of the Pharisee. He validates himself.  
The Pharisee thanks God but he does not thank God for 
anything God has done. The Pharisee thanks God for what he 
himself has done. 
Which is kind of a funny prayer if you think about it. 
 
He considers himself better than,  
other mere mortals, whom he has a dark view of: 
he calls them greedy, dishonest, adulterous.  
 
When we feel the gap where we have fallen short in our own 
lives, we can be tempted  
to compare ourselves to others.  
And here’s the thing: we do not make fair comparisons. 
We compare ourselves to people  
in areas that feel safe for us, especially areas  
that are not challenging for us personally. 
 
Maybe you find yourself saying: 
• I may not be the perfect mother,  

 but at least I don’t beat at my kids.  
• I may not be the perfect husband, but at least I haven’t 

cheated on my wife.  
• I may bend the truth a little sometimes,                                            

but at least I’m not the liar she is. 
 
Saying these things might be warning signs  
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that you’re thinking like the Pharisee.  
 
But that’s not all.  In the story, the Pharisee goes on  
to present all the good things he does.  
He fasts, he tithes, he goes to church… 
All good things for sure but things he loves to do  
and loves to show off about. 
• You may love to work out, and you’re in great shape        

but that doesn’t make you better than someone                      
who struggles with their weight. 

• You may be really good at saving money but that doesn’t 
raise you to a higher level of humanity than the person 
who is not. 

• You may be super mom, but that doesn’t make you a 
better mom than all the moms who have a career too. 

 
Comparisons like these are actually a form of denial. 
They don’t make our shortcomings go away.  
They do nothing to make up for our failures.  
 
And, it is exhausting. It takes a great deal of energy  
to convince ourselves  
and then to keep telling ourselves  
that we are better than other people.  
 
When it comes to that gap, 
denial and unfair comparisons are definitely one approach. 
Here’s another approach to getting validation: 
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But the tax collector stood off at a distance  
and would not even raise his eyes to heaven  
but beat his breast and prayed, “O God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” 
Luke 18:13 
 
The tax collector knows he can’t compare himself  
to anyone else. There was no one held in lower esteem. This 
moves him to be humble. 
and leads him to pray a prayer,  
not focused on himself and what he has done,  
but on God and what God can do.  He says, 
 
“O God be merciful to me a sinner.” 
Luke 18:13 
 
That word for mercy in the original Greek  
here means “to make atonement.”  
 
Atonement is about repairing a past wrong.   It literally  
means “to make one that which is divided.” It’s filling the gaps. 
 
If you think about it, the tax collector  
really prays the perfect prayer:  
“O God make up for what is lacking in me.”  
This is what Jesus did on the Cross.  
He atoned for our sins.  
He atoned for our shortcomings. 
He has filled in the gap.  
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When you see the gaps in your character,  
in your parenting, in your leadership,  
in your performance as a friend,  
in your walk as a Christ follower,  
you have a choice. 
 
The gaps can provide  
opportunities  
for denial and comparisons. 
 
But they can also be opportunities for growth, as we grow in 
appreciation for Christ’s Cross. 
On the Cross, Christ atones for us…He fills in the gaps. 
 
Jesus ends the parable acknowledging that the tax collector 
 
went home justified, not the former; [because] 
 whoever exalts himself will be humbled,  
and the one who humbles himself will be exalted. 
Luke 18:14 
 
It’s the posture of humility that the tax collector adopts that 
positions himself perfectly to receive God’s mercy. 
The Pharisee places himself in a position  
where that mercy is inaccessible. 
 
God gives grace to the humble…  
to people who admit they’re not perfect,  
that they’ve fallen short  
in the role they play,  
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the job they do,  
the person they’ve become.   
 
When we live that basic, perhaps “brutal truth,”  
God can atone for our failures. He can provide the grace we 
need to fill that gap where we fall short and move forward 
with greater strength and success. 
 
This week, in the week ahead,  
you are going to make mistakes. It’s just a fact,  
it’s going to happen. It’s going to happen to you,  
and trust me, it’s going to happen to me. 
 
And I can go ahead and predict  
that the temptation when we do so 
will be to ignore the fact and perhaps instead  
unfairly compare ourselves to others  
 
Instead, in your heart, make  
the prayer of the tax collector your prayer. 
“God be merciful to me the sinner.” 
 
The Good News is that God validates and accepts us based not 
on our good work and what we have accomplished, but on our 
willingness  
to rely on Him and His atonement. 


