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Good News  
Week 2 - Good News about Prayer  
 
This weekend, we are in the second week of our 
message series called “Good News.” 
 
All of us are more than aware of bad news.  
• Political turmoil, economic uncertainty 
• Terrorism, extremism, racism 
• Poverty, illiteracy, homelessness 
• Addiction, disease, disorder 
• hurricanes, earthquakes, wildfires 
• Hate crimes, road rage, gun violence 

 
Of course, bad news is news.  
The bad part is what makes it newsworthy   
and it’s definitely what grabs and holds our attention. 
 
Despite, all our experience, bad news still has the 
ability to amaze and shock us,  or at least distract us 
from our own problems. 
Whether nuclear testing on the Korean peninsula 
or a nuclear meltdown in the marriage next store… 
we want to know.  We’re intrigued to find out. 
 
While human nature is drawn to bad news  
out in the world, we noted last week  
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that we are all personally hungering  
for some good news back here at home.  
Even though bad news gets our attention quickly,  
in our hearts and souls, we hunger for good news.  
 
Last week, we noted that the good news we all 
ultimately need to hear is given to us in the Gospel 
accounts found in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
about the life of Jesus.  “Gospel” literally mean Good 
News.  
 
Unfortunately, many people don’t see Christianity  
as Good News. Some people aren’t so much  
living their faith as they are negotiating 
with a God who is all about bad news,  
intrusive religious rule-keeping  
and impending punishments. 
Lots of other people, more and more in fact  
in our culture, are just giving up on God altogether 
because there’s nothing particularly attractive  
about the communities of people who bear His name. 
 
However, the Good News is that 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 3.16 
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Through the course of this series, 
we are going to reacquaint ourselves  
with the various aspects of the Good News  
that can positively impact us personally 
and as a church community. 
 
Today, we are going to look at the Good News  
about prayer.  
 
Most people pray  
and find the need for prayer. Over half of Americans 
say they pray on a daily basis and  
over 70% say they pray at least once a week.   
 
Today, we are going to look at  
some Good News about prayer.  
 
To appreciate this good news  
we need to acknowledge a difficult fact of life  
that we have all experienced.  
Some prayers work and some prayers don’t.  
We want to pray. It is in our nature.  
We want to believe God comes through for us  
but then He doesn’t.  
The reasons don’t always seem obvious, so we 
wonder:  
• maybe He has bigger and better things to do 
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• maybe He’s not really there 
• or maybe He just doesn’t really care 

 
When prayers don’t get answered in the affirmative   
or don’t get answered at all, we can come  
to doubt the power of prayer  
and even the character and competency of God.  
That’s some of the bad news about prayer.  
 
The good news is that the reality is far more dynamic.  
The good news is that Jesus knew this would happen. 
He foresaw that disappointment.  
Although He taught us to pray,  
and modeled prayer in His own life, He knew  
that it wouldn’t always seem effective.  
 
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus has a lesson for us 
about prayer.  In Luke Chapter 18:  
 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the necessity  
for them to pray always without becoming weary. 

Luke 18:1 

So right up front, Jesus recognizes  
that we might become disappointed with prayer.  
 

There was a judge in a certain town  
who neither feared God nor respected any human being.  
And a widow in that town used to come to him and say,  
“Render a just decision for me against my adversary.” 
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Luke 18:2-3 

The story has two characters. 
One is a judge who is without honor or virtue. 
 
The second character is a widow  
who has come before the judge  
with a problem of some kind.  
In that culture,  
women did not typically appear in court.  
Men went for them.  
So, when Jesus says she goes before the judge,  
it meant she had no relative of any kind  
to speak for her. 
This probably also meant  
she was poor because women couldn’t own property 
or hold most jobs. She’s all alone and on her own. 
If you were looking for the person at the bottom end  
of the community, she’d be it. 
She probably needed all the help she could get. 
 
At first it appears that she can do nothing to get the 
judge to help her.  
But she decides to keep coming. She is persistent. 
Persistence is the firm resolution to continue  
in an established direction despite difficulties. 
The story continues: 
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For a long time, the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought, 
“While it is true that I neither fear God nor respect any human being 

because this widow keeps bothering me  
I shall deliver a just decision for her  
lest she finally come and strike me.” 

Luke 18:3-4 

 
 
“Strike me.”  Literally, a term from boxing, meaning 
“Lest she knock me down with her blows and give me 
a black eye.” 
 
That a powerful judge would fear getting beaten up  
by a poor, old lady is not an exaggeration; its humor.  
Jesus used humor all the time, because  
He knew it was a good way to get people’s attention. 
 
But what’s his point? 
The judge is unwilling to help the widow  
because he’s not interested in justice. 
But eventually he gives in to her request 
because something changes in the equation.  
And it’s not the judge; he remains corrupt. 
Apparently, the widow changed. How?  
Through the exercise of her persistence.  
Her persistence made her stronger.  
That’s the point. The Lord said,  
 

Pay attention what the dishonest judge says. 
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Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones  
who call out to him day and night? Will he be slow to answer them? 
I tell you, he will see to it that justice will be done for them speedily. 

Luke 18:5-7 

 
In most of the parables Jesus told,  
someone is usually God, and someone is usually us.  
So if we’re supposed to be like the widow  
that makes God the unjust, self-interested judge…  
which doesn’t exactly work.  
 
In fact, Jesus is not comparing His heavenly Father  
to the judge. He is contrasting the two.  
He is saying that even an unjust judge  
would eventually give in to an unwanted request 
in the face of persistence.  
He encourages us to keep on praying  
even if our prayer doesn’t seem to be working? Why? 
We’re not praying to an unjust judge. 
we’re praying to our loving heavenly Father 
who is for us, not against us. 
In fact, Jesus goes on to promise: 
 

Will not God secure the rights of his chosen ones  
who call out to him day and night? 

Luke 18.7 

 
Listen to this… 
God has already chosen you.  
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He has already called you and chosen you, 
He seeks to have a relationship with you 
through His Son. 
Through His Son, He’s already given you His best  
 
• Of course, He cares about your needs and your family’s 

needs 
• Of course, He cares about your health and well-being.  
• Of course, He cares about your hopes and your dreams  

 
To which, you might think  
“Okay… but that doesn’t exactly answer my question  
about disappointment with prayer.”  
If God is going to answer our prayers, then 
why isn’t it as simple as we ask, and we receive.  
He has the power,  
to gives us what we ask for.  
We want prayer to be that easy.  
 
But isn’t it a little naïve 
to think that anything in life is ever that simple?  
 
We want prayer to be easy in the same way  
we want our jobs to be easy or relationships to be easy  
or family to be easy.  
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But none of those things come easily, do they?  
Your job is not easy, relationships are not easy,  
family is not easy. 
We have to work at these things. 
 
The reason God may not seem to be responding to our 
prayers is because  
 

God wants us to change and grow stronger. 
 
He may be maturing our characters. 
He may be doing something in us… 
Let’s look at five reasons why God seems slow to 
answer our prayers. 
 

First, sometimes our prayer needs to look past our 
needs. 

 
When you were a child or when you first come to faith   
you prayed prayers that were all about you.  
God is delighted with our prayer,  
in whatever form it takes,  
but eventually He wants us   
to pray beyond just our needs.  
He wants us to pray beyond finding a parking spot  
acing the exam, or the Eagles beating the Cowboys.  
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This doesn’t mean we should stop  
praying for our needs, 
but if we are never getting beyond our needs, 
our prayers could become shallow. 
In His apparent silence, God might be calling you  
to a deeper level of prayer.   
So sometimes we need persistence in prayer, 
so that we see beyond our needs  
to God’s larger purposes.  
 
Second, sometimes we’re praying for the wrong thing. 
 
God in His wisdom answers our prayers  
but the answer is “no.” Or He seems to be ignoring us 
because as a loving Father, He is keeping us  
from something that is not good.  
So sometimes we need persistence in prayer  
so we can recognize good and bad, and right and wrong. 
 

Third, sometimes our prayers are just too vague. 
 
General and vague prayers don’t really work,  
because we can’t recognize when they are answered.  
The more specific a prayer,  
the more potentially effective it is.  
 



 11 

• Instead of praying for your marriage to improve,          
pray for the grace to not criticize your spouse this week. 

• Instead of praying for your kids 
 pray for the wisdom to speak positively into their lives 

So sometimes we need persistence in prayer 
to become more specific in prayer. 
 

Fourth, sometimes our prayers are just too casual. 
 
We pray kind of half-hearted  
and maybe take our need for God for granted,  
or treat Him like a genie in a bottle. 
“God, let me have this one.” 

Or we try and trade with Him or trick Him. 
“Just give me this one and I promise…I promise…I promise” 

 
But God doesn’t want just  
a causal relationship with us.  
He wants us to love Him with the whole of our hearts.  
So sometimes we need persistence in prayer 
to recognize the purpose and power of our prayer  
and God’s proper place in our lives. 
 

Sometimes God’s will be being opposed. 
 
We pray “thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” 
because often it’s not…often God’s will is opposed.  
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There are powers and principalities that oppose God. 
Eventually, they will be defeated but, for now,  
they can slow down what God wants to do in our lives.  
 
Effective prayer and powerful prayer  
is more about partnering with God  
than about begging him to do something.  
The Good News is that you don’t have to beg God  
for help. We are working with God  
to bring His kingdom to earth.  
We are working to bring His kingdom  
into our lives and hearts.   
So sometimes we need to persevere in prayer 
to discover the steps, we need to take…to discern  
what we need to do to effectively partner with God. 
Sometimes we have a part to play and a job to do 
and nothing will happen until that happens. 
 
So here is your homework for this week.  
Where do you need God’s intervention  
and power in your life?  
If you have a daily quiet time, in your quiet time  
pray for your intention persistently every day this 
week.  
 
If you don’t have a quiet time, carve out one this week 
even 5 or 6 minutes a day, even if it’s in your car. 
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Ask God to help you recognize the ways  
He is looking to change you and make you stronger. 
Ask Him. And then keep asking Him because we as we 
persist in prayer, we come to understand that we have 
a God who loves us and hears us.  And that’s the Good 
News. 


