THE LORD'S PASSION
The tradition of Good Friday liturgy contains three unique
components: the reading of the Passion in the Gospel of John, the
praying of the Solemn Intercessions and the Veneration of the Holy
Cross. Each of these helps us enter more fully into our relationship
with Christ and recommits us to pray for the good work of the Church
and the world.
Traditionally, here at Holy Eucharist we unveil the cross and
process the cross through the church singing “Behold, the wood
of the Cross.” The Veneration of the Cross points us to the Risen
Christ.

A Veneration of the Cross Experience
OPENING PRAYER:
Lord of Glory, we proclaim your death and look ever forward to your
Resurrection. As we contemplate your cross, the tree on which you
hung so that we might have life, may we be ever aware of the life that
springs from death, the light that rises from darkness, and the hope
that banishes fear. Draw us close to you, so that we may know the
glory your cross points to. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

VENERATION OF THE CROSS:
Place the cross on a table or some other place of honor, adding candles if
you wish. Say “Behold the wood of the cross” to begin a period of silent
adoration. Pray silently and allow the opportunity for individual acts of
reverence like touching or kissing the cross. Say “Behold the wood of the
cross” to end the time of adoration. Then pray the Litany for Forgiveness.
(On the back)

LITANY OF FORGIVENESS:
Our response will be “Father forgive.”
For the times we have not loved as we are called to love…
For the times that selfishness, greed, and lust influence our decisions…
For the times we nurture isolation instead of community…
For the times we hear the needs of others but refuse to act…
For the times we pass judgement on ourselves and those whom we
encounter…
For the times we create divisions…
For the times we neglect care for our common home…
For the times we are not good stewards of the gifts you give us…

CLOSING PRAYER:
Loving God, we praise you in a special way today as we celebrate Good
Friday. Be with us as we continue our journey through Holy Week, that
we may more closely align our lives with yours, knowing that death
never wins, that life and love always prevail. We ask this through
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

