
Holy Eucharist 2.0 – Week 3 

Giving Treasure 

 

Welcome to the third week of our fall message series                     

we are calling Holy Eucharist 2.0.   

 

When we say 2.0, we are talking about an upgrade.   

But why do we need an upgrade?   

 

During the introduction to our series, we talked about 
how Jesus gave us the Great Commission at the end of 
the Gospel of Matthew to  “Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you.”     
 

If we take this message seriously                                                             

and look around in our church,                                                                  

we can see that people in our community                                                 

are not hearing the life-giving message of the Gospel 

because they are not here.   

 

Jesus calls us to focus outward as Church                                              

to spread the Gospel message.   



 

We exist as Church not only for ourselves but for others, 

especially those who aren’t experiencing Church with us.  

Because as St. Pope John Paul the 2nd says, ”Only in Christ 

can men and women find answers to the ultimate 

questions that trouble them.  Only in Christ can they fully 

understand their dignity as persons created and loved by 

God.  Jesus Christ is the ‘only son from the Father…full of 

grace and truth.’” 

 

To meet this unique challenge,  

we require both a communal upgrade here in Church                      

and the challenge for a personal                                                                  

and a spiritual upgrade for each of us.   

 

In our series, we mentioned where we’ve been as Church 

and how over the years, we have seen opportunities to 

change in order to improve.   

 

And that while change can often be uncomfortable,                    

it’s necessary.   

 

Change was undertaken                                                                            

to support the mission of our Church. 



 

We also said that our Mission at Holy Eucharist is to:                                                        

Follow Christ.  Love all. and Grow Disciples.   

 

What does it mean to Follow Christ.   

Love all. And Grow Disciples?   

 

We are called to follow Christ and His teachings.   

This is called discipleship.   

Disciples take steps to grow and learn how to live                       

what Jesus taught in the scriptures.    

 

We are called to Love all 

…to love both God and our neighbor.   

 

Finally, we are called to Grow Disciples 

…when we follow Christ and love God and neighbor,  

we want to share the Good News with others.   

We want to bring others to Christ.   

 

At Holy Eucharist, we understand that this Mission                      

is essentially achieved through                                                                

the members of the Church                                                                             

– each growing on their own discipleship journey.  



 

Moreover, discipleship is about adding value to our lives. 

And it is all about following Jesus Christ. 

And that’s what this series is all about: 

Introducing you to how you can be a part of this mission 

as a disciple of Christ, which, in turn, not only affects you, 

but those around you.  

We have also discussed that successful discipleship 

all comes down to simple steps. 

 

They’re simple.  

They’re not easy, because they will challenge us,                                

and are uncomfortable. 

But they are entirely simple and totally worth it. 

 

Here at Holy Eucharist, we are working hard to provide 

specific STEPS to make it easy for you to enter this path 

of discipleship.  

 

And we believe that each of these steps 

represents a lifestyle choice. 

Choices that we think 

are essential to growing in a relationship with Christ, 

a relationship in which He can change and transform us. 



 

So, each week we’re taking a look at one of these steps. 

 

As mentioned over the past couple of weeks,                            

STEPS is acronym.   

Let’s break them down: 

 

S  is about service in a ministry and/or missions. 

Jesus called himself a servant 

and that’s what He wants His followers to be. 

T is about giving treasure – understanding that 

everything we are and have is from God.  

E  is engaging in Small Groups – after all, we’re not 

meant to walk on this journey alone.  

P is the practice of prayer 

and the celebration of the sacraments.  Both prayer 

and sacraments provide encounter and grace in the 

Lord. 

And the second “S” is sharing our faith.  When we fall in 

love with Christ and our Church, we are called to share 

the Good News with others. 

 

We encourage you to pick a STEP                                                                

over the course of this series and go deeper.                                                 



 

 

So today we are talking about what can be a difficult step 

for most people to take.  And yet, because it is so 

challenging, it can have the most powerful effect on your 

faith.  And one other thing about this step: it supports a 

character trait, most of us want to possess:  generosity. 

 

 

We all know that money is security    

and we all want security for ourselves and our families. 

Money is comfort and we all yearn for comfort. 

Money is power and influence and prestige;                                        

all quite desirable things. 

Money is a gateway to pleasure 

Which human nature is designed to seek.                                                  

And beyond everything that money is  

There’s all the stuff that money buys 

Eagles tickets and High Def TVs; 

New kitchens and granite countertops; 

shoes and cars; Jersey Shore vacations                                                   

and Disney World trips, 

Dining out, dressing up. 

All of which we like and love 



But none of which satisfies                                                                        

the deepest desires of our heart. 

 

Even today in our second reading from the letter of 

James, we heard some bold phrases connected with 

money.  “Come now you rich, weep and wail over your 

impending miseries.  Your wealth has rotted away.” 

 

Hearing this strong message from James can make us 

wonder if there is a good use of wealth.  It feel like the 

reading doesn’t even end with a satisfactory resolution 

to this tension.   

 

Don’t get this message wrong, money and the stuff 

money buys is not a problem, unless and until it is a 

problem, unless and until our money and our stuff 

starts getting in the way of a meaningful life, a moral life.  

There was a real problem with the way wealth was used 

in the Letter of James.  The rich in this reading did not 

use wealth wisely:  wages were withheld from laborers 

and the poor were oppressed.   

 

What is our way out? 

 



Wealth and possessions, 

are nothing to apologize for, after all they are blessings 

from God. Wealth is not a bad thing, but see, that is 

exactly it. God has got to be in the equation. 

• Without God it is impossible 

to see money and possessions in the right way. 

• Without God, money becomes the scorecard, the 

standard, the goal, the aim, the end. 

• Without God, and what God says about money.  

We’ll look to money to provide meaning and value 

to our lives and ultimately to save our lives. 

• Without God, it is impossible. 

  

Money is so powerful 

that it can actually take God’s place in our minds and 

hearts. The temptation becomes assigning to money the 

properties and powers of God Himself. 

We’re never going to get discipleship right, and we’re 

never going to get life right, 

unless and until we get the money part right. 

We’ve got to grow to see that our money and 

possessions are gifts from God 

and then we’ve got to learn 

to love AND trust the GIVER of those gifts 



more than the gifts themselves. 

 

When we look at our treasure that way, it is easier to 

give it away, let it go and put God first. 

 

This is why giving treasure is a critical step in discipleship. 

Intentionally giving to God, 

intentionally giving to the church or giving to the poor 

as a worship gift to God 

teaches us that our hope and our happiness 

and our meaning and our ultimate fulfillment 

rest in him. (Pause) 

 

You know, at one point not long ago, I would say I was 

uncomfortable at being up here as Pastor talking about 

your giving to the Church.  So often leaders in the church 

are criticized for asking for money.  And so often the ask 

has been marked by guilt and desperation.  But the 

reality is the Church needs money to fund her mission.  

That’s way scripture passages like James need to be 

understood.  The truth is, I have to push through that 

discomfort…we all have a job to do to share this truth.   

 



Think about it.  Our Church funds it’s mission like a family 

pays its bills. Giving money to the Church funds our goal 

of growing disciples.  Then we can become a force of life 

change in our community and in turn for ourselves. Your 

money can do great things and support life change.  We 

want you to get excited about giving to the mission of 

the Church. 

Yes, the church needs your money but more than that, 

the Church needs you to put God first in your life, not 

your money not your things, not your security but your 

relationship with your Lord and Savior.                                                

Once our relationship our wealth and things is rightly 

order, everything else with follow. 

 

WHERE WE ARE GOING as Church: 

 

With regards to giving – we understand that the church 

thrives and achieves what it can do through monetary 

support – the more we have the more we can do. 

 

As Church, we need to focus our energy on our mission 

and not on organizing events that distract us from 

achieving our mission to be sustainable. As members of 



the Church, we become sustainable when we find 

passion in supporting what it is we do as Church.   

 

So, our hope is that you’re moved to give and fulfill our 

mission here in our community. 

 

ACTION: As Stewardship weekend approaches in 

November, a weekend we discuss the plans for the 

church and how your giving will impact our future, let’s 

take a look at how you can prepare.  

 

Open the conversation at home about your giving in the 

Church.  Maybe you want to take that STEP now or you 

want to prepare for Stewardship Weekend. 

 

To help you prepare for Stewardship Weekend, I’d like 

to talk about the four P’s of giving.  We encourage you 

to move to make your giving at the church planned, a 

priority, a percentage, and progressive.   

What do I mean by this?   

 

When I make my giving planned, I’m 

not just throwing spare cash in the collection basket; 

we call it “tipping God.” 



And it’s not giving to the poor out of guilt. 

It’s planned giving that is part of my budget. 

When I make my giving a priority 

my gift to God comes first, right off the top before I do 

anything else with my money 

When I make my giving a percentage 

I am beginning to follow the way the Bible talks about 

giving. The Biblical standard is the tithe, or 10%. 

But the percentage part is more important than the 

10% part. 

I encourage you to pick a percentage and start giving 

to the church and to the poor there: any percentage. 

When I make my giving progressive 

I commit to continue to raise my percentage.  

Giving to God, by giving in my place of worship as an 

act of worship and giving to the poor, 

is a sure and certain way to grow my faith right now as 

well as make an investment in my future by building up 

treasure in heaven. 

 

Talking about money isn’t easy, but it’s necessary.                           

The Church needs money to do its mission in the world.  

The more we have, the more we can do. 



Discipleship is about following the Lord, step by step on 

the path of greatness.  It is following the Lord step by 

step in the direction of discipleship.  A little bit more 

today than yesterday.  A little bit more tomorrow than 

today.  And in the process discovering a more successful, 

a greater way to live…and to give. 

 


