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In the Beginning – Week 4: Adam and Eve & The Fall 
 
Welcome to Week 4 of our message series, “In the beginning.” In this series we’re 
taking a look at the Book of Genesis. For many of us, we haven’t read or considered 
the stories in Genesis in many years. And we’re taking a fresh look, realizing that it 
has a lot to offer us. Really, it’s amazing that something written thousands of years 
ago can have such relevance today. I hope you’re getting a lot out of the series so 
far.  
 
Many of you are reading along with us in Genesis. I’ve heard some stories of people 
who haven’t read their Bible in a while and have picked it up. Even some children 
are reading along with the series. That’s great! If you haven’t kept up with the 
reading, you can start now. We’ve only read like 3 pages, so it’s very easy to catch 
up if you want.  
 
This is the 4th week of the series. We’re halfway through already! This week is a bit 
of a pivot point in the series. Genesis Chapters 1-11 have a flow to them; they have 
an arc. What we’ve read so far, you could call “Act 1” We’ve covered creation, so 
far all is well; all is right in the world. But Act 1 is drawing to a close and we’re 
moving into Act 2 this week. And as we do, we’re going to look at a pretty familiar 
story in the Bible. Genesis 3 tells us the story of The Fall.  
 
Now, when I say that, if you’re familiar with the story, you already know what it’s 
about. This is the story that’s all about us and our sin. It explains original sin. Bottom 
line: Adam and Eve sinned, now we sin, we’re all sinners. Well, let’s go home. Now 
if that’s what you’re thinking, hold on. That’s true in part – but the story is about 
much more than that. So, we’re going to try to not jump to conclusions, to see this 
story for all that it is today.  
 
So, let’s give some context:  
 
Previously on… IN THE BEGINNING God made everything. Creation is good and 
ordered. We are created to exist in relationship with God to be OVER creation and 
UNDER God. We are created to be in right relationship with one other and to use 
what we’ve been given to SERVE and GUARD. With that as the backdrop… Act 2 
begins: Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD 
God had made.  Genesis 3:1  
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In the beginning of Chapter 3, a new ‘character’ is immediately introduced…the 
Serpent. Who is this character, the serpent? It’s been debated…maybe it’s the devil 
himself or the serpent is a tool of Satan. The word “Serpent” used here describes a 
slithering snake or a sea dragon a leviathan. Use your imagination… The serpent is 
described as being “more crafty” – wise, shrewd, cunning. This word can have a 
positive or negative connotation… the ambiguity makes a point too. The devil could 
have used his gifts for good but chose to use them for evil. Lastly, the point is made 
explicitly that this is a creature that God has made.  
 
While God created the creatures, He did not create evil. This is a story of creatures 
rebelling. Evil comes from the world, not from God. It’s the creatures that rebel 
against the Creator.  
 
Let’s take a look at the interaction between the serpent and the woman: He said 
to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden?’”  
Genesis 3:1 The serpent asks a question. A question that is not intended to do 
anything else but deceive. The serpent knows full well… God said you CAN eat from 
every tree in all the garden except for ONE. God gave incredible freedom – He was 
generous in His instruction.  
 
The question, from the serpent, is intended to deceive. This part is brilliant, because 
of how true it is. We experience temptation as this third-party voice. We have that 
inner dialogue all the time- the devil on your shoulder. And it starts out with just a 
little bit of doubt “Did God say?”.  
 
If you peel back the layers, the basis for this question is powerful. “Did God say you 
shall not eat from any of these trees?” The insinuation is… What kind of God would 
create these trees and not let you eat from them? Does God really want GOOD for 
you and your life? Is God really FOR you? Or is He really against you? Maybe…just 
maybe, God is withholding from you. Well, the serpent got Eve’s attention… that 
question has planted a seed of doubt.  
 
We continue: The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’”  Genesis 3:2-3 We 
hear in this passage that Eve remembers God’s command, and she corrects the 
serpent, but she exaggerates by adding a phrase to the command. God says they 
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shall not eat the fruit of the tree and Eve adds “nor touch it.” She is trying to give 
herself space to not violate the command, but this addition reveals that a door is 
cracked open. Eve is beginning to think, “maybe God is holding out on me” So, the 
serpent turns up the heat.  
 
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
Genesis 3:4-5  The serpent began with doubt but turns to boldfaced lies. Jesus said 
of the devil: “There is no truth in him, when he lies, he speaks his native language.” 
Serpent is lying to Eve. You won’t die. You will gain wisdom. You will be able to tell 
the difference between good and evil all by yourself. The ultimate sales pitch is this: 
God is not for you. In fact, if you want things in this life, you need to get them for 
yourself. And I know the secret -- You can BE MASTER OF YOUR OWN DESTINY. You 
can BE IN CONTROL OF YOUR FATE. Just do this and you’ll be able to receive wisdom 
apart from God. Then, you can go ahead and tell this God who is holding out on 
you, “We do not need you anymore.”  
 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight 
to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 
ate.  Genesis 3:6 Wait a second…where has Adam been? HE WAS WITH HER THE 
WHOLE TIME, not off in some other place. So often, Eve gets blamed, and we think 
Adam is elsewhere but no, Adam is right there. And he’s been silent all along. And 
what was Adam’s job? To till and keep. TO KEEP, protect, guard, watch over… Adam 
has failed to obey God’s command just as Eve has. They both rebel. They both fall.  
 
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.  Genesis 3:7 Here 
shame is introduced. They are now aware of their nakedness and cover up. Again, 
this is the universal experience of sin. We doing something and immediately regret 
it and try to cover it up. This is our story too. We know it! We can relate to it. The 
internal dialogue, The temptation, The shame and regret, We get it… The big 
question is how will God respond? How will God respond to His creation, to whom 
He has given clear instruction, given incredible freedom, given all they would ever 
need. How will God respond when His creation rebels against Him? Let’s listen in…  
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They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. Genesis 3:8 I’ve shared this with you 
before, we get the sense from this passage that this visit is a regular part of their 
relationship. God walks with Adam and Eve in the garden each evening but this 
time, they are hiding. Their fellowship is broken. Notice that it is not God who turns 
His back on them, but it is they who turn their backs on God  
 
But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” Genesis 3:9 
Notice God’s fatherly voice. ” Where are you and what have you done?” Adam 
answers, “I was afraid and so I hid.” God asks him if he’s eaten from the tree. Adam 
blames the woman and God, and God asks the woman and she blames the serpent. 
Now, does God really need to ask these questions? No. He doesn’t want the 
answers; He wants the dialogue.  
 
What is God’s response to sin? He pursues us. This story of our rebellion is also the 
story of God’s loving pursuit of us. He comes after us. He walks with us in the 
garden. He calls out to us. He wants fellowship with us even though we turn our 
backs. Then, come the consequences. Yes, there are consequences. Freedom is 
given and free will is given because love requires choice. And consequences are 
given because love requires justice and discipline as well. All the parents in the 
room understand this.  
 
Consequences are given to the man, the woman, and the serpent. Eventually, they 
are banished from the garden. The effects of sin are real. And even in the 
consequences, we see compassion. Even in the midst of their missteps, we see 
mercy because the punishment contains a promise. God says to the serpent, I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel. Genesis 3:15 Here we see 
God’s compassion. It’s fascinating. We see an offspring is promised. A child will 
come forth who will fight with the devil and crush him. This is called the 
Protoevangelium. Translated, this is the “First Gospel.”  
 
This is the first announcement of the Gospel message, the Good News, right here 
in the beginning of Genesis. God so loved the world. The story is not without its 
consequences but also not without grace. Not only does God pursue us He 
promises a solution. And it’s not just any solution, He offers Himself as a solution.  
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One day, that offspring would come. God would send his one and only Son. The 
night before His Passion, He re-enters a garden. This time not to rebel but to submit. 
“Not as I will, but as you will.” He would re-enter a garden and re-purpose a tree. 
This time to hang on. To pay the price and to give us life.  
 
As much as this is a story of our sinful condition, it’s also the story of a loving God 
who pursues us and promises us hope and life. We will see how this continues next 
week. To prepare for this, I am asking you to read Chapter 4 of Genesis. And 
remember wherever you find yourself today or whenever you find yourself in that 
place, hiding in the garden, filled with regret, remember that God is pursuing you. 
And you can always, always turn to Him. He will never turn His back on you.  


