
 

To our Holy Eucharist Family:  

I am writing this update to you with joy and thanksgiving.  Amazing things are happening at Holy 

Eucharist!  We have been getting wonderful feedback about what has been going on with our experiences.  

One parishioner gave a neighbor, who has been away from the Church, a Holy Week Kit; they wept as 

the couple looked through all that was in the kit.  Another parishioner was moved to attend our Holy Week 

service and Masses for the first time and said, “the beautiful music and readings, as well as the rituals of 

the Mass, were all impeccable.” This Holy Week experience was one of many great steps this gentleman 

has taken this past year to fulfill in his words, “the hunger growing inside of me for Jesus.”   Many 

parishioners have been approaching me and the staff to thank everyone involved for helping them stay 

connected to the Church especially through Mass and other experiences online such as Stations of the 

Cross and Adoration.   

While we have been live streaming our 8:30am and 10:30am Masses since the beginning of the pandemic, 

we took it to another level for Holy Week and Easter.  We purchased a second camera to allow other views 

of the ambo or podium where I preach, as well as the musicians area.  In addition, we rented a screen, 

projector, and sound equipment to show images and provide words to prayers and songs within the 

Worship Space and online.  These upgrades in technology enhanced our worship experience and provided 

you with an opportunity for spiritual growth. 

Where are we headed as a parish?   We are not going to allow the pandemic to stagnate our growth; we 

have big plans for the future.  We are looking to upgrade the audio system and install two screens (one on 

each side of the crucifix) with projectors. Our main goal with these upgrades is to enhance the music, 

message, and ministries.  The audio upgrade will improve the sound quality of our music so that people 

are more engaged in the worship experience. The screens will build on the message by showing scripture 

and images during the homily.  The improvements will enhance our ability to welcome those walking 

through our doors with videos and words so that people will be able to participate in the Mass and know 

what is going on in the parish. 

Ultimately, these upgrades are about connecting with those entering our doors and giving them an amazing 

weekend experience so that they want to come back.  Also, we want you to love what we all do at Holy 

Eucharist so much that you invite your family and friends to come to our Church and witness an amazing 

experience too. We take our mission from Jesus to build His Kingdom seriously.  The first step is to meet 

our visitors where they are so that they are comfortable and engaged in the worship experience. Then, we 

need to provide life changing experiences so that they recognize and walk the path of discipleship.  These 

upgrades will accompany the hard work we are doing to bring people into relationship with God and grow 

and increase our faith community. However, the upgrades are currently a goal – we still have work to do 

on getting our finances in order which brings me to my next update.   



Unfortunately, because of the current challenges, we have to cancel the 2021 Pine Barrens Festival. This 

decision reinforces our need to move away from the Pine Barrens Festival and other fundraisers to fund 

the mission and vision of our Church.  As a parish, we need to become self-sufficient through parishioner 

support.  Therefore, I am making the very difficult decision to discontinue the Pine Barrens Festival going 

forward.  This decision does appear counterintuitive, but I would argue that if we follow our mission to 

grow disciples in our corner of God’s vineyard, He and His people will provide what we need to 

accomplish that mission. Also, we can put our energy as a parish into improving our ministries, especially 

to enhance our weekend experience (as I just mentioned), growing our parish, and making a difference in 

our community.   I would like to thank our amazing Pine Barrens Festival Leadership Team and volunteers 

for all of the hard work they have done to make our festival a hallmark in our community for over 30 

years.  

Just as you have served at the Pine Barrens Festival, we encourage you to grow as a follower of Jesus and 

shift your energy into serving in one of our ministries here at Holy Eucharist.  Our ministries here at Holy 

Eucharist are vital to the mission of our Church.  In addition, participating in a ministry is an important 

step for your spiritual journey. When you serve in a ministry, you grow in Christ-like actions. We look 

forward to working with you all as we put our energy and love into the work of our Church so that we are 

here as a parish for years to come.  

Finally, last year, we came to you with our Summer Faith Gift campaign with a goal of $100,000 to meet 

the needs of the Church for the coming year. Our community heard this call and exceeded the goal with 

an amazing total of $109,000!  This year, we are coming to you again with our Summer Faith Gift 

campaign.  We are working hard this year to transition from a big, once a year campaign to increased 

giving over the whole year from the members of this Parish.  As we make this transition, we still need to 

pay our operational expenses which brings us to this year’s campaign. This year, we are looking to raise 

$150,000.  Jesus said, "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be" (Matthew 6:21).  Please look 

at the chart below and pray to discern where your heart is and what your faith gift to Holy Eucharist will 

be to support this campaign: 

o 6 people to give $5,000 

o 30 people to give $1,000 

o 100 people to give $500 

o 250 people to give $100 

o 300 people to give $50 

Please send your donation in the envelope provided or you can give online at www.holyeucharist.org/give 

and select “Summer Faith Gift.”  We look forward to receiving your contribution by August 15, 2021.   

During the pandemic, your support of the Church has been steady and strong.  Because of this generosity, 

I am confident that our community can sustain the needs of our Church and move forward on our plans 

laid out in this letter.   "Where there is no vision, the people perish. Where there is no money, the vision 

perishes." (John Maxwell quoted in Church Money by Fr. Michael White and Tom Corcoran).   

Thank you for your generosity no matter the size of the gift and know that you and your family are in my 

prayers.   

Sincerely in the Lord, 

Father Andrew 

http://www.holyeucharist.org/give

