
From Generation to Generation – Week Four 

Making your mark in the story 

 

We are in the final weekend of Advent as we wait and 

prepare in joyful anticipation for the birth of Jesus as 

well as His Second Coming.   

 

And this is also the final week                                                                     

of our Advent message series that we have been 

calling “From Generation to Generation.” 

 

In this message series, we have been saying that the 

Christmas narrative isn’t just one person’s story 

during a single year.  

Yes…it’s the story of Mary and Joseph, shepherds and 

magi, Elizabeth and John…but it is also individual 

threads of stories over centuries that are woven 

together into the grand story of God’s unconventional 

breaking into human history.   

 

That means that the Christmas story is our story, too! 

 



The tapestry God is weaving did not stop in 

Bethlehem. The threads of our own stories,  

from generation to generation, weave into that 

tapestry, too.   

 

What does this mean?  Well, we are all part                                   

of the narrative of Jesus’ coming into the world… 

• In the past…as an infant in Bethlehem; 

• in the future…in His Second Coming                                                         

which we pray and long for and still await; 

• And even in the now                                                                       

…in each person we encounter,                                                               

in the face of the poor,                                                                                

in the sacramental life of the Church,                                                  

in our small groups, in ministry,                                                     

in the unchurched. 

We are all a part of God’s unfolding plan in the world. 

One of the ways we participate in this plan is through 

the stories, scriptures, and traditions                                                         

of the Christmas season that have been passed down 

to us throughout the generations.   

 



Even the simple act of putting a manger under a 

Christmas tree helps us to:  

• Remember how God has shown up in the past,  

• Behold the presence of God in flesh and bone, and   

• Participate in the work of God’s redemption of the 

world.  

In the first week of the message, we looked at the 

genealogy of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew.   

We saw that from generation to generation,                                  

God works through the unexpected people                                      

and stories of the past and present.  

The pathways of these stories lead to                                                       

the miraculous arrival of God into the world.  

In our second week of the message, we talked about                                                            

how God meets us in our fear.   

We said that this is incredibly important because we 

all have a unique role to play in God’s unfolding plan.   

And fear can be a stumbling block to playing that role. 

However, no one is immune from fear…even the 

people in the genealogy of Jesus experienced fear.    

I shared with you that from generation to generation, 

God shows up in our fear, uncertainty and confusion.  



Mary experienced fear when the angel Gabriel told her 

that she would give birth to Jesus.   Because Mary was 

full of grace and trusted in God, she was able to say 

“yes” to His plan.  We can look to her example to face 

our fears and grow in trust as we lean on God’s grace 

in order to say “yes” to what God is asking us to do in 

our lives. 

Last week, we talked about how God lights the way for 

us.  We looked at how Joseph had decided to quietly 

divorce Mary when he learned that Mary was 

pregnant. However, God spoke to him through an 

angel in a dream and illuminated a different path for 

him to follow.  God will illuminate the way for us too.  

In the message last week, we talked about the ways 

God speaks to us.  I challenged to you to pray to 

discern what choices you can make to bring about 

God’s holy way, to be alert to the path God has for you 

and get out there and do it.  

If you missed any of the past messages, they are 

available on our website.  Go to holyeucharist.org and 

click on “Message Series. 

We have been saying that from generation to 

generation, God has been unfolding His plan for the 

world. This week, we are going to look at how we can 



make our mark in the story of that plan.  In order for 

that to happen, we have to say our “yes” to the story 

and our particular role in it.  Like we heard in the 

Gospel today and as we discussed last week, Joseph’s 

“yes” to God’s plan in his life involved taking Mary into 

his home.  Mary’s “yes” to God’s plan in her life 

brought God’s Son into the world. 

How do we make our mark?  It’s relational. 

From generation to generation, we can see how God is 

at work in our relationships.  Loving God and loving 

our neighbor go hand in hand.  We find God in each 

other.  The way we see the divine in each other 

impacts how we live and move in the world.  When we 

view every human being as a child of God, we generate 

a different world. 

If we really believe that every human being is a child of 

God, then we absolutely have to tell the Christmas 

story because it is the Good News.  It needs to be told 

over and over again.  This can be difficult for us to do 

but God gives us the strength and courage we need to 

do it. 

In the second reading today, we hear from St. Paul in 

his letter to the Romans.  He says that through the 

power of Jesus Christ, disciples:  



“have received the grace of apostleship, to bring about the obedience 

of faith, for the sake of his name, among all the Gentiles, among whom 

are you also, who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.” 

That’s a mouthful but what is he saying here? St. Paul 

is saying through the grace of our Baptism, we are 

enabled to listen to, be faithful to, to live the faith that 

we have been given.  Not only that…but through the 

power of Jesus, we belong to the Body of Christ, to His 

Church. We are called to belong to Christ as part of the 

larger story. 

This is where we get our strength from…Jesus Christ, 

Himself.  Through our “yes” we are able to bring about 

the “obedience of faith” in not just ourselves…but in 

others as well. 

Since this message series is entitled “From Generation 

to Generation,” how does all of this affect the next 

generation?  Each one of us has an obligation to pass 

this story on to the next generation. 

First and foremost, we are called witness to this 

message by our lives.  We are called to be transformed 

in holiness through the grace and peace that comes 

through Jesus’ resurrection.  This is our faith.  This is 

our inheritance because ”we belong to Jesus Christ” as 

God’s beloved children.  In fact, Jesus says in the 

Gospel of Matthew, “Be perfect as your Heavenly 



Father is perfect.”   We are called to be saints.  The 

truth is that the Good News requires us to live the faith 

in order to make it real…to ourselves and others. 

Second, we all have children, biological and spiritual, 

that we are responsible for.  Children are the fruit of 

the union of married couples.  Marriage, the union of a 

man and a woman, is an icon…a foretaste of the union 

that we will experience with God when we see Him 

face to face in Heaven.   

What about those of us who are consecrated to God 

through the priesthood or religious or who are simply 

single?  Our lives are dedicated to the Lord and the 

fulfillment of our relationship will not happen until we 

are in Heaven.  The fruit of that this relationship 

generates is spiritual children.  Spiritual children are 

those young people in your life that you have a 

spiritual bond with…a young person that you have 

really poured yourself into and prayed for.   That is 

why it is so important for us to invest in our young 

people 

The reason why I am spending so much time on this is 

that we all have an obligation to the young people in 

our lives…we need to pass the faith on to them. 



A third way to pass our faith on to the next generation 

is through our Faith Formation programs here at Holy 

Eucharist…get involved!  Maybe your adult children 

are struggling in their faith journey, but you can reach 

someone else’s kids right here in our community.  

Then pray that someone will pour themselves and be a 

witness to the faith for your kids wherever they are. 

We tell the Christmas story year after year because it 

is a story we need to hear again and again; if we didn’t 

tell it, what would become of our faith?  We tell this 

story because it illustrates so clearly God’s desire to be 

in relationship with us.  We tell this story because we, 

too, are invited to come to the manger and witness the 

miracle of birth.  We tell this story because it brings us 

hope and good news – hope especially for those 

deemed powerless, unworthy, or unwelcome.   

Ultimately, we tell this story to pass along this Good 

News and to continue to thread together the 

generations with hope. 

Our stories are interconnected…everyone is called to 

play their part for the good of the plan of redemption.   

 

 



As we head into this week, I encourage you to listen to 

the Christmas story anew… 

• The story of the shepherds visited in the fields by 

angels with good news of great joy 

• The story of Mary and Joseph traveling by donkey 

to Bethlehem only to find no room at the inn 

• the story of Jesus being born in a stable and placed 

in a manger.  

Notice how the characters stay open to what God is 

doing in their lives. 

Ready to make your mark in the story?  Here is your 

homework.  I challenge you to tell someone the 

Christmas story…but don’t stop at the birth of Jesus in 

Bethlehem but take it through to the Resurrection.   

Then share how your story, your thread connects with 

this great event that happened two thousand years 

ago.   In other words, share how Jesus is alive and with 

you now.   That’s the Good News that everyone needs 

to hear. 

The Christmas story is a story of a love that came here, 

that walked among us, that was born                                               

in a humble manger to uncertain parents                                  

with shepherds nearby. 



It is a story that we pass on from generation to 

generation, because without fail, it continues to 

change us.  

It reframes the way we hope.  

It centers the way we love. 

It shapes the way we live. 

So, during this last week of Advent, may we tell this 

story that has spread like wildfire                                                                  

from generation to generation.   

Let us remember the generations from Abraham                           

to Jacob who waited for that promised day.  

And let our generation be so influenced                                            

in joy and love that future generations                                            

can’t help but pay attention.  

This Advent, let us tell the story of good news                                   

—from our generation to the next generation. 

 


