
From Generation to Generation - week three 
God will light the way 
 
We are in the third weekend of Advent.   
 
During the season of Advent, we wait and prepare      
in joyful anticipation for the birth of Jesus                                         
as well as His Second Coming.   
 
This is also the third week                                                                     
of our Advent message series that we are calling 
“From Generation to Generation.” 
 
What is so beautiful about the Christmas narrative                    
is that it isn’t simple; it isn’t just one person’s story 
during a single year.  
 
It’s the story of Mary and Joseph, shepherds and magi, 
Elizabeth and John…but it’s also the story                                        
of Old Testament characters like Ruth and Jesse,           
David and Isaiah.  All of the individual threads of 
stories over centuries are woven together into the 
grand story of God’s unconventional breaking into 
human history.   
 
And what we’ve been saying                                                      
is that the Christmas story is our story, too.  



 
The tapestry God is weaving did not stop in 
Bethlehem. The threads of our own stories,  
from generation to generation, weave into that 
tapestry, too.   
 
What does this mean?  Well, we are all part                                   
of the narrative of Jesus’ coming into the world… 
• In the past…as an infant in Bethlehem; 
• in the future…in His Second Coming                                                         

which we pray and long for and still await; 
• And even in the now                                                                       

…in each person we encounter,                                                                
in the face of the poor,                                                                                
in the sacramental life of the Church,                                                  
in our small groups, in ministry,                                                     
in the unchurched. 

We are all a part of God’s unfolding plan in the world. 
One of the ways we participate in this plan is through 
the stories, scriptures, and traditions                                                         
of the Christmas season that have been passed down 
to us throughout the generations.   
Even the simple act of putting a manger under a 
Christmas tree helps us to:  
• Remember how God has shown up in the past,  
• Behold the presence of God in flesh and bone, and   



• Participate in the work of God’s redemption of the 
world.  

In the first week of the message, we looked at the 
genealogy of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew.   
We saw that from generation to generation,                                  
God works through the unexpected people                                      
and stories of the past and present.  
When you zoom in, you may not be able to see how 
each character propels the story forward,                                         
but when you zoom out, you can see how each story                         
is woven together into a larger tapestry.   
 
The pathways of the stories lead to                                                       
the miraculous arrival of God into the world.  
Last week, we talked about how God meets us in our 
fear.   
 
We said that this is incredibly important because we 
all have a unique role to play in God’s unfolding plan.   
And fear can be a stumbling block to playing that role. 
However, no one is immune from fear…even the 
people in the genealogy of Jesus experienced fear.    
I shared with you that from generation to generation, 
God shows up in our fear, uncertainty and confusion.  
Mary experienced fear when the angel Gabriel told her 
that she would give birth to Jesus.   Because Mary was 
full of grace and trusted in God, she said “yes” to His 



plan.  We can look to her example to face our fears and 
lean on God’s grace in order to say “yes” to what God is 
asking us to do in our lives. 
 
This week, we look at another character in the 
Christmas story…Joseph. 
After Mary found out that she was pregnant, she goes 
to Joseph and explains the news to him.  He decides to 
quietly divorce her so that her reputation would not 
be ruined.  Many theologians have speculated on why 
he decides to divorce her.  Some say that Joseph was 
not sure if he believed her story.  Maybe Joseph 
thought she was unfaithful to him.  However, other 
theologians speculate that Joseph believed Mary but 
did not believe that he was worthy to be the father of 
the Son of God.  So he thought that he would quietly 
bow out of the awkward family situation. 
Whatever the reason for his hesitation to take Mary 
into his home, God had other plans.  He was about to 
illuminate a new way forward for Joseph. 
One night, while Joseph was sleeping an angel visited 
Joseph and said:  

"Joseph, son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. 

For it is through the Holy Spirit 
that this child has been conceived in her. 

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins." 



Joseph without hesitation took Mary into his home. 
Now let’s just stop for a minute here.  An angel 
showing up in Joseph’s dream is an extra-ordinary 
way for God to speak into someone’s life.  I don’t know 
about you, but God doesn’t speak to me like that often, 
if ever. 
How does God communicate with us?   
Believe it or not, we are His creatures, and our bodies 
are hardwired for communication with our Heavenly 
Creator and Father. 
He speaks to us through our conscience.  Sometimes 
we can get the sense that something isn’t right.  Or that 
we are right on the edge of doing something that we 
shouldn’t do.  Maybe we get a pit in our stomach or the 
hair on the back of our neck tingles.  If our conscience 
is well formed, these are good signals to pay attention 
to.   
How can we form our conscience well?  We can: 
• Feed our brain with scripture 
• Participate in the sacramental life of the Church 
• Lean on other Catholics further along the spiritual 

path than us (maybe someone in our small 
group?) 

• Read good Catholic books or devotionals 
• Pray to ask God’s help and listen to the response 

of the Holy Spirit. 



God also speaks to us in the present day circumstances 
in our lives…for instance, maybe a song on the radio 
answers a question that has been on our heart, or 
something we hear on a podcast speaks right into our 
life, or someone offers insight or advice that doesn’t 
even sound it came from them. 
If you are waiting for a letter from Heaven to float 
down with all the answers to your prayer, it isn’t going 
to happen. 
However, God can use everything in our life to talk to 
us.  We just need to be open to hear Him.  Last week, 
we talked about how scary it can be to be open.   
When Joseph woke up from his sleep, I am sure that 
Joseph was afraid of the consequences of bringing 
Mary into his home.  But he knew that God would 
continue to light the way and trusted…like Mary 
trusted…in God’s presence and goodness. 
We too have choices to make in our lives.  Some are 
small and inconsequential like what kind of toothpaste 
we will use.  Other choices that we make matter.  Not 
just in our lives… in the now.  
Choices that we make today can impact how we are 
helping or hindering the story that God is unfolding in 
the tapestry. 
God will illuminate a path for us. 
He will give us the grace to choose the better way.   
He will give us courage to do the right thing. 



God lights the Way for us.  In Proverbs, we see that 
there are two ways…the way of the just and the way of 
the wicked.  Proverbs Chapter 4 says: 

 
“the path of the just is like shining light, that grows in brilliance till 

perfect day. The way of the wicked is like darkness; they do not know 
on what they stumble.” 

 
We see a great example of the two ways in a movie 
that I love:  Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade.    
 
Spoiler alert…if you have been wanting to see this 
movie and haven’t…hold your ears.  The movie is all 
about the search for the Holy Grail, the cup that Jesus 
used at the Last Supper.  At the end of the movie, 
Indiana Jones and a Nazi are both in the room with the 
knight guarding the Holy Grail.  There are many cups 
and chalices in the room.  In order to complete their 
search for the cup, they need to choose which cup was 
the true Holy Grail.  The Nazi chose the most ornate 
chalice because he was full of pride and coveted the 
beautiful and most expensive chalice.  If you’ve seen 
the movie, you know how badly it went for him.  The 
knight simply and humorously says, “He chose poorly.”  
Our pride can get in the way of choosing rightly.   
On the other hand, Indiana Jones choses a less ornate 
and more humble cup.  He chose wisely.  Jesus our 
Lord and Savior who comes to us under the humble 



form of bread and wine used the chalice made of 
pottery beautiful and functional.   Not overly ornate 
but humble.   
 
So how can we avoid choosing poorly?  We have a God 
who lights the way for us. 
 
Through the inbreaking of God’s Son into the world, 
He has shown us more clearly the path to follow and 
love God.   
 
Today in the reading from the Gospel of Matthew, John 
the Baptist sent his disciples to Jesus to see if He is the 
one to come after him.   Jesus affirms that God’s plan is 
already in motion.  Jesus tells John’s disciples “Go tell 
John what you hear and see” …the lame walk, the blind 
see, the deaf hear, the sick are cured, the dead are 
raised, the poor hear the Good News preached to 
them.  These are all signs of the Messiah that Isaiah 
foretold in our first reading. 
 
At the end of the Gospel reading we heard today, Jesus 
speaks about John as a fulfillment of a prophecy.  This 
prophecy comes from the book of Malachi.  Jesus 
quotes the prophet:   

 
“Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 

he will prepare your way before you..” 



He is showing how God is using John as a light to show 
that Jesus is the Messiah.  John said “yes” to the 
unfolding of God’s plan and illuminated the path for 
Jesus just as the prophet foretold.   
 
And just as God lit a path to follow for John the Baptist 
and Joseph, God will light a path for us to follow too.  
We are called to follow the way of the just.   
Here is your homework…pray to discern what choices 
you can make to bring about God’s holy way today.  Be 
alert to the way that God is speaking to you through 
the circumstances of your life as well as the people 
who cross your path. Then go do it! 
 
The Christmas story is a story of a love that came here, 
that walked among us, that was born                                               
in a humble manger to uncertain parents                                  
with shepherds nearby. 
It is a story that we pass on from generation to 
generation, because without fail, it continues to 
change us.  
It reframes the way we hope.  
It centers the way we love. 
It shapes the way we live. 
So during this Advent, may we tell this story                                   
that has spread like wildfire                                                                  
from generation to generation.   



Let us remember the generations from Abraham                           
to Jacob who waited for that promised day.  
And let our generation be so influenced                                            
in joy and love that future generations                                            
can’t help but pay attention.  
This Advent, let us tell the story of good news                                   
—from our generation to the next generation. 


