
From Generation to Generation:   

Week One: There’s room for every story 

 
This weekend, we are at the beginning of a new liturgical 
season…the season of Advent.    
 
During Advent, we wait and prepare in joyful anticipation 
for the birth of Jesus as well as His Second Coming.   
 
For the season of Advent, we are also beginning our 
brand-new message series that we are calling “From 
Generation to Generation.” 
 
What is so beautiful about the Christmas narrative                    
is that it isn’t simple; it isn’t just one person’s story 
during a single year.  
 
It’s the story of Mary and Joseph, shepherds and magi, 
Elizabeth and John…but it’s also the story of Old 
Testament characters like Ruth and Jesse, David and 
Isaiah.   
 
All of the individual threads of stories over centuries are 
woven together into the grand story of God’s 
unconventional breaking into human history.   



 
And what we will find through this message is that the 
Christmas story is our story, too.  
 
The tapestry God is weaving did not stop in Bethlehem.  
 
Our own threads, from generation to generation, weave 
into the that tapestry, too.   
 
We are part of the narrative of Jesus’ coming into the 
world… 
 
In the past…as an infant in Bethlehem; 
in the now…in each person we encounter, in the face of 
the poor, in the sacramental life of the Church, in our 
small groups, in ministry, in the unchurched; 
and in the future…in His Second Coming which we pray 
and long for and still await. 
 
Many of us enter this season with a swell of memories 
and emotions as vast as the family traditions and 
liturgical celebrations this holiday holds… 
stockings on the mantel; 
decorating the Christmas tree and our homes; 
attending candlelight Mass on Christmas Eve; 
the smell of cookies baking; 



Putting up the nativity scene; 
Matching family pajamas;  
The lighting of the Advent wreath; 
Sending Christmas cards; 
 
And shopping at the mall with Christmas music playing in 
the background where everyone is full of good 
cheer…well, that might be pushing it a little bit.                              
But you get the idea here.   
 
As we begin our series “From Generation to Generation,” 
it moves me to reflect on my own family traditions and 
specifically my relationship with my grandmother.   
 
She had a passion for family and our Christmas 
gatherings.  
 
One of my all-time favorite things was to visit my 
grandmother.   
My grandmother would weave together a tapestry of 
family stories and connections.  
 
She would bring out old photographs and delicately 
string each story together with the care and reverence 
she felt each person’s story deserved.   
 



When I heard my grandmother tell the family stories, I 
felt honored to be invited to cherish and revere them.   
 
I love stories of the past.   
 
They help me connect with the past – a past that is rich 
in wisdom. 
 
I also remember with fond memories my grandmother’s 
pancake breakfasts with Log Cabin syrup on Christmas 
morning and how she would remind us of what 
Christmas was all about.   
 
She always reminded us of how the Christmas story 
changed her life.   
 
How she couldn’t imagine her world without the church.   
 
She would tell us how deeply she believed in a better day 
and how she felt called to help be a part of that.   
 
 
The stories, scriptures, and traditions of the Christmas 
season have been passed down to us throughout the 
generations.  
 



Like a tapestry woven throughout time, the Christmas 
story weaves us in 
 
As we remember how God has shown up in the past,  
As we behold the presence of God in flesh and bone, and   
As we participate in the work of God’s redemption of the 
world.  
 
When we look at how God has shown up in the past, a 
good place to begin is with the genealogy of Jesus found 
in the Gospel of Matthew.   
 
What does the word genealogy mean?   
 
The root word of “genealogy” is “gen” meaning “origin” 
or “birth.”    
Genealogy is an account of the descent of a person, 
family, or group from an ancestor.   
 
Let’s summarize quickly the genealogy of Jesus in the 
gospel of Matthew because there are a lot of names in 
there that could make your head spin.   
 
The genealogy includes 42 names, organized in 3 sets of 
14. there were 14 generations from Abraham to David,  
14 generations from David to the Babylonian exile, and  



14 generations from the exile to Jesus.  
 
 
It is important to note that many names (some evil kings 
and many of the matriarchs, in particular) are 
intentionally omitted from this list.   
 
As you read through the long list of names, there is a 
vastness of stories represented—stories of trauma, 
triumph, hardship, and beauty.  
The selection of names tells an intentional story.   
 
All of this complexity leads to Christ’s story.  
 
Let’s look at how some of these people add to the 
tapestry of God’s story.   
 
Notice that while their stories might be common and not 
obviously significant, their presence had a purpose for 
the plan of the coming of the Messiah.   
  
Ruth, one of the few women in Jesus’ genealogy, was a 
Moabite woman who married a Judean immigrant. Upon 
her husband’s death, she became a childless widow who 
chose to accompany her mother-in-law, Naomi, to Judah. 
Naomi protests the decision and tells her to go back to 



her family in Moab, but Ruth clings to the God of Israel 
and perseveres.  She famously says to Naomi, “Where 
you go, I will go.”  Ruth eventually remarried a man 
named Boaz in Judah and became the great grandmother 
of King David. 
 
Jesse was the son of Ohed, and the grandson of Boaz and 
Ruth. He was a farmer and sheep breeder in Bethlehem. 
We don’t know much about Jesse as a person; most of 
the Bible’s references to Jesse come in the context of his 
relation to his famous son David, who eventually became 
the King of Israel.  At this time of year, many Churches 
display a Jesse tree during the time of Advent.  This tree 
shows the lineage of Jesus from the beginning of creation 
to the birth of Jesus.   
 
 
This genealogy culminates in the story of Jesus.   
 
Mary was a young woman who was betrothed to Joseph.  
The angel Gabriel visited her and told her that she would 
conceive and give birth to the Son of God.   
 
His name would be Jesus because He would save His 
people from their sins.   
 



Her response to that was “may it be done as you say.”   
 
Like everyone else in the genealogy, she had a choice 
whether or not she would participate in the tapestry. 
 
Mary’s ”yes” to God’s plan in her life is expressed 
through the “Canticle of Mary” also called the 
“Magnificat.”     
 
Magnificat is the Latin word for “magnify;” it both 
summarizes and recalls Mary’s desire to always 
“magnify” God in everything she did.   
 
This is the song she sings to her cousin Elizabeth when 
she visits her:   
 
 
“Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him  
from generation to generation.  (Luke 1: 48b-50) 
 
From generation to generation, God works through the 
unexpected people and stories of the past and present.  
 



When you zoom in, you may not be able to see how each 
character propels the story forward, but when you zoom 
out, you can see how each story is woven together into a 
larger tapestry.   
 
The pathways of the stories lead to the miraculous arrival 
of God into the world. 
 
This message series reminds us of the ways our lives, 
histories, actions, and stories are interconnected and 
woven together.  
 
The work of God is always unfolding—in and through all 
of us. 
 
 
Just as Christ’s genealogy reveals the relationship across 
time and space in His life, many of our names also tie us 
to the generations that came before us and those who 
will come after us.   
 
Even today, our very names are the seeded hope of one 
generation planted in another.   
 
They are the thread the at connects our histories, stories 
and futures.   



 
We are the hopes of those who’ve come before us, and 
we lie in hope of those who will come after us. 
 
The Christmas story is a story of a love that came here, 
that walked among us, that was born in a humble 
manger to uncertain parents with shepherds nearby, is a 
story that we pass from generation to generation, 
because without fail, it continues to change us.  
 
It reframes the way we hope.  
It centers the way we love. 
It shapes the way we live. 
 
So during this Advent, may we tell this story that has 
spread like wildfire from generation to generation.  
Let us remember the generations from Abraham to Jacob 
who waited for that promised day.  
 
And let our generation be so influenced in joy and love 
that future generations can’t help but pay attention.  
 
This Advent, let us tell the story of good news—from our 
generation to the next generation…from generation to 
generation. 
 


