
 
 
 

Cornerstone I 
Week 1 Our Mission 
 
Today, we are beginning a brand-new message series that we’re calling Cornerstone. We are 
going to take a look at the bedrocks of our faith and what has brought our parish to the point 
where we find ourselves today. We’ll also take a look at what’s ahead.  
 
We’re going to do it from the vantage point of Holy Eucharist in Tabernacle, New Jersey, by 
looking at the life of the very earliest church as it gathered in the city of Rome. We have a 
window into the early Church from a letter of St. Paul to the Romans at the Church in Rome 
from about the year 56 AD. Paul writes the letter to give the Romans an in-depth 
presentation and explanation of the Gospel. Why Jesus and his message matter and what it 
all means for their local church. We are looking at just a few verses from the thirteenth 
chapter of Romans. Paul writes:  
 
Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. Romans 13:8  
 
Paul says that as Christians we have a single ongoing and unlimited obligation to love one 
another, because Christ has loved us first and last. The Lord loved us radically by laying down 
his life for us on the cross. We are who we are because God loved us first. It was God’s love 
that moved the universe into being. He didn’t create the world because God was lonely and 
needed something to do. God loved so God created. God loved so God created us, and he knit 
us in our mother’s womb. And then when we sinned and fell short of the glory of God, God 
loved, so God gave his only beloved son.  
 
The active powerful love of God created the world and then redeemed it. All we have finds 
its origin in the love of God. In light of this love we have received, Paul says we have an 
obligation to love others. No one likes feeling obligated because it sounds like a burden. Yet, 
God loves us so fully and so completely that our natural reaction to this love should be to 
love others. As the love of God is poured into us by his generosity, we should pour that love 
into others. Of course, it’s not easy to love others on our own power but we can do this 
through God’s power in us.  
 
You know, from a grammatical sense, love can be a noun or a verb. Paul uses love here as a 
verb. He doesn’t mean love as an emotion or positive feeling towards someone. We have no 
obligation to feel a certain way about someone else. You can’t command a feeling, but you 
can command an action. Paul looks at love as an action that builds up healthy relationships 
and acts in the best interest of another.  
 
Interestingly, as we love someone through behaviors, our emotions tend to follow. Love 
someone by extending an act of kindness. Love someone by showing patience with their 
shortcomings. Love someone enough to challenge them to better behavior. Love someone as 
an action and, eventually, your emotions follow. Love the verb comes before love the noun. 



 
 
 

Love in action must come before love in emotion. And then the emotion will fuel further acts 
of love.  
 
Paul continues, quoting scripture, “The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; you 
shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,’ and whatever other commandment there 
may be, are summed up in this saying, namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
Romans 13:9 Deuteronomy 5.17-19 Leviticus 19.18  
 
Paul refers to the Ten Commandments, found in Deuteronomy and Leviticus. The first three 
have to do with love of God, while the last seven have to do with love of others. Paul says that 
the last seven, all the “shall nots” can be summed up by loving your neighbor as yourself. In 
other words, the purpose of all the commands of God are to teach us how to love, how to love 
God and others. The whole reason for the Scriptures and the Laws of God, is to teach us how 
to love.  
 
Paul concludes this section by saying, “Love does no evil to the neighbor; hence love is the 
fulfillment of the law.” Romans 13.10  
 
Love fulfills the law. If we aim to love people then we do not have to worry about whether 
we are pleasing God or doing what he wants us to do because all the laws can be summed up 
in love for one another.  
 
Now, Love as a noun can be expressed in general and vague ways. Sometimes, we hear people 
say, I love children, or I love the poor. Who exactly are they talking about? Love as a verb is 
only a verb when it is entirely specific.  
 
St. John Henry Newman explains this in his sermon “Love of Relations and Friends.” He says, 
“The real love of man must depend on practice, and therefore, must begin by exercising itself on 
our friends around us, otherwise it will have no existence. By trying to love our relations and 
friends, by submitting to their wishes, though contrary to our own, by bearing with their 
infirmities, by overcoming their occasional waywardness by kindness, by dwelling on their 
excellences, and trying to copy them, thus it is that we form in our hearts that root of charity, 
which though small at first, may, like the mustard seed, at last even overshadow the earth.”  
 
We learn to love best when we love, through our actions, our family and friends first. Those 
in our immediate circle. Those who may be the most difficult to love. It is then that we 
cultivate in our heart the root of love that grows from the very small mustard seed and grows 
out into the world. Some people say they love the Church in a general and vague sort of 
way…as an emotion; but they don’t belong to a parish. They don’t commit to any specific 
place to serve and grow. Their love is not a verb or an action.  
 
To really love the Church, you’ve got to love a very specific parish. GK Chesterton once 
famously wrote “Rome was not loved because it was great. It was great because it was loved.”  
We gather in church every weekend because we are a community of people who have 
committed to love this parish.  



 
 
 

The story of our journey to change how we do church reaches back seven years ago when 
we decided to set out in a deliberately different direction. Like a light bulb going off, we 
remembered that our commission comes right from Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew, “Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” This is where our mission statement… Follow Christ, love 
all, grow disciples comes from.  
 
While the mission of the Church never changes, the methods, the strategies that serve the 
mission must. If a program or ministry doesn’t support the mission, it shouldn’t exist. We 
need to be unerringly faithful to our Catholic faith and the Tradition of our Church. Not 
nostalgia for a romanticized past that clings to that which is merely antique. The problem 
with some traditional Catholics isn’t that they want to return to the past, it’s that they’re not 
willing to back far enough. They want to return to the 1950’s, or the 1850’s. What we need 
is a return to the Church Paul was writing to a retrieval and revival of the spirit and soul of 
the church of the Apostles which we were founded on when the Church was most faithful 
and most fruitful. (Those two things always go together, by the way).  
 
For the past 7 years, we challenged people in the church to get up out of their chair, to take 
responsibility for growing in their faith and sharing it, especially among the unchurched in 
Tabernacle NJ. Because we want to be a parish that changes lives, we began evaluating all 
our programs and services through the lens of discipleship. How does this program help our 
people grow along the path of discipleship? Some programs were revamped, others were 
created to meet our new goals.  
 
Over the past seven years, we rolled out: our Welcome Center where new people can learn 
more about our parish and programs. The Café where we serve more than coffee and cake; 
we encourage community and fellowship. KidZone during the Mass to provide worship and 
play for kids five years old and under so that their parents can get connected into the church 
community. A reimagined Children’s Liturgy of the Word to provide a fun and relevant 
message focused on life change for our kids in grades one to five. Small Groups to be place 
where the church gets small and adults support each other in their faith journey. Greeters to 
be the first face of welcome to all who enter our doors especially those new to our community. 
Our LIFT monthly family faith formation program where families, adults and children alike, 
learn about and engage in their faith in a relevant and engaging way.  
The Weekend Experience where the focus is on the Music, the Message and our Ministries. 
We look to have engaging and toe-tapping music, a message that is relevant and helpful in 
your day to day life, and ministries that support the new person walking into our church.  
 
As we set out to change there was conflict and criticism, and plenty of it (and it keeps on 
coming). But, we loved our church and the vision God gave us. We remained faithful to that 
vision, and that faithfulness was fruitful. We are here this day because we have been fruitful. 
This is fruit of love. You have loved this church. And you have not loved in some vague, 
emotional way that accomplishes nothing. You have loved in a way that has been entirely 
specific and indispensably helpful.  



 
 
 

You have loved one another through small groups. You have loved through serving in 
ministry. You have shown love through your giving, which is a great opportunity for me to 
celebrate the success of our Summer Faith outreach.  
 
In June, we reached out asking you to support our Summer Faith Gift. We were looking to 
replace the income lost from not having the Pine Barrens Festival. As of this weekend, we are 
just shy of reaching our goal of $100,000. I know, it was quite the goal! Especially with all we 
were facing in our economy, but because of your generosity, we were able to raise the money 
that a successful Festival would have. Your love contributed to sustaining our church and its 
mission for the next year. Thank you to all of you who have loved this place to where we are 
now.  
 
As we begin this new message series about our mission, let us dedicate ourselves, to 
continuing to love our parish and this place, and one another, our community and the 
Unchurched. Because here at Holy Eucharist, we have a vision, that vision is …an opportunity 
to reshape our community in an amazing parish where we lay out a path for people to grow 
in their relationship with Christ. …an opportunity to create an irresistible environment here 
on the weekend so that everyone who comes through our doors wants to come back next 
week, and an opportunity to be part of a movement that tells others about Jesus like the early 
Church.  


