
Control Freak –  

Week 5: Christ the King/Stewardship Weekend  

Welcome to the final week of our series we have been calling “Confessions of a 

Control Freak.” Bottom line for this series, we’re all control freaks in one way or 

another about something. Each of us clutches onto something or several 

somethings that become an issue of trust for us that can actually get in the way of 

our relationship with God.  

What gets in the way?  

Our desire to control money and possessions, people and even events and 

situations completely outside of our control. If we could learn to release our grip, 

just a little bit, the quality of our relationship with God, along with the quality of 

our lives, could actually increase. 

Today we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King. In the gospel today, Jesus responds 

to Pilate’s question about being a king. He says, ”You say I am a king. For this I was 

born and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who 

belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”  

Jesus is connected to the truth because His will is completely surrendered to the 

will of His Father. He is the perfect example of not being a control freak. He acts on 

and desires the will of God.  

What is God’s will for you?  

It is, at least in part, the participation in the mission of the Church. By virtue of your 

Baptism, the Holy Spirit dwells in you and you have a role to play in the mission of 

the Church. We are all called to grow disciples. You support this mission with your 

time and talent when you serve, and also with your treasure… your financial 

support to the parish. 

It’s not only the end of our message series but it’s also Stewardship Weekend. What 

better weekend to celebrate Stewardship Weekend than the Feast of Christ the 

King! On this feast day, when we celebrate Christ’s kingship, we renew our 

commitment to participate in bringing the kingdom here in our time and place.  



How do we participate in building the kingdom? While we participate through our 

time, talent, and treasure, today we are going to concentrate on treasure: your 

financial support in the mission.  

Your financial support not only keeps the lights on in our church but also helps us 

to advance our play here at growing disciples. Because of your support, life change 

is happening here in the parish. Just the other day, I got a letter from woman who 

is home taking care of her 107 year old mother and is grateful for our online Mass 

experience. People, young and old, are now picking up their Bibles and reading the 

Word of God.  

Individuals are gathering in small groups, online and in homes, supporting each 

other in their faith journey, and providing love and care for one another and the 

community. Recently, I shared that I can’t provide all of the individual love and care 

that each person needs here in the Church; I am delighted that people are building 

relationships and caring for each other.  

This year, we were able to hire our KidZone Coordinator, Megan, who is providing 

an awesome worship and play experience for our preschoolers, and they love it. 

Their parents and caregivers are now able to attend Mass without distraction and 

enjoy the message of the gospel. These are just some examples of life change that 

are happening in our parish every weekend, but many more hearts are being 

changed because of your financial support.  

To continue to promote life change here in our parish, we need to fund it. For the 

past two summers, we have launched a Summer Faith Gift to supplement the 

support we receive over the whole year. We want to move away from the Summer 

Faith Gift and move towards sustaining our parish over the whole year. To do this, 

we will need be a parish in which parishioners give in their place of worship as an 

act of worship. We will need to prayerfully rethink how we give to the Church.  

How can we start to do this? Well, I’m glad you asked. Through the 4 Ps of giving: 

Planned, Priority, Percentage and Progressive. When you plan your giving, you 

reflect and pray about it. And then you budget for it. When you prioritize your 

giving, you make your giving to God a priority in your budget. When you give at a 

percentage, you commit to a percentage and give it away. And when your giving is 

progressive, you grow in your generosity over time.  



To help you through this process, we have mailed out a Stewardship packet to our 

registered families. If you didn’t receive one, you can get one at the Welcome 

Center. Through this packet, we encourage you to pray and commit to your support 

of the parish for the coming year.  

Your participation as stewards will help move our parish into the next year on good 

footing so that we can reach out to our community and build God’s kingdom. There 

is no better investment than your home parish. This coming year, we will work 

towards:  

• Building the next generation of Catholic Christians through strengthening our 

kid’s programs like Time Travelers, KidZone, LIFT and HERO.  

• Inspiring more people in our community with the Good News by providing 

engaging events.  

• Increasing investment in video and audio technology to improve our 

weekend experience through excellent sound and sight.  

• Investing in professional development for our staff.  

Speaking of our staff, our whole staff is engaged in the vision and mission of the 

parish.  

At this time, I’d like to introduce our staff.  

This is Donna Remaley, the Director of Faith Formation. She journeys with our 

children and families as they grow in their faith.  

Barbara Sentner, the Safe Environment and Database Coordinator runs the 

diocesan program for all those involved in ministry with kids and vulnerable adults 

and organizes our database  

Jesse Wagner, the Facilities Manager keeps our building running smoothly and in 

pristine condition  

Tina Fenton, the Administrative Assistant is the face of welcome in our office and 

has her hand in a little bit of everything  

Anne Marie Kelly, the Rectory Assistant takes care of yours truly and the rectory  

Deacon Ken serves not only at Mass but also in the Baptism ministry and RCIA for 

those seeking to enter the Catholic faith.  



Deacon Joe Deluca is a jack of all trades involved in our Funeral and Baptism 

ministries and building maintenance.  

Regan Vosler, the Music Director coordinates our beautiful music  

Jessica Garrett, the Communications Coordinator organizes all communication for 

the parish from the website to social media and beyond  

A few of our staff members were unable to be with us this weekend:  

Megan Kirsch, the KidZone Coordinator, is our newest member of staff who, as I 

said before, works with our preschoolers. In fact, that is where she is right now  

Jeff Siedlecki, the Coordinator of Youth Ministry leads our youth ministry, HERO, 

and prepares our 7th and 8th graders for Confirmation. 

Lynne Beamer, the Faith Formation Support Staff, supports Donna and Jeff in the 

Faith Formation Office  

Deacon Pat serves here at Mass and also in our Baptism and Funeral Ministries.  

And Mary Warner, the Business Manager who crunches our numbers and makes 

sure we pay our bills.  

Because of your support, our staff can serve the mission. Together with staff, you 

participate in the mission when you give your time, talent and treasure to the 

Church.  

We are all a part of something bigger than just what is going on here at Holy 

Eucharist. We are part of the Body of Christ working to glorify God when we 

surrender our need to control and allow ourselves to be used by God in His mission 

to grow the Kingdom of God right here in Tabernacle New Jersey. And what’s our 

mission? [signs will be flipped up as the words are read] Follow Christ. Love all. 

Grow disciples.  


